Elon Musk and formér Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar argue on EVM security

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Minister of State
for Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar got into a
brief dispute with Tesla
founder and CEO Elon
Musk over the security of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs). In a post on X, for-
merly Twitter, Mr. Musk
had commented on the un-
reliability of these ma-
chines in response to re-
ports of irregularities in
EVMs in Puerto Rico.

Mr. Chandrasekhar res-
ponded that these con-
cerns did not apply to In-
dian voting machines.

Mr. Musk was referring
to a report on software is-
sues with EVMs supplied
by the American firm Do-
minion Voting Systems,
which faced a flood of scru-

Former Union Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar and Tesla founder
Elon Musk had the tiff on 'socia!rmedta olatform X. s pHOTO

tiny in the aftermath of the
2020 presidential elections
in the US.

The company settled a
multi-million dollar defa-
mation suit brought by it
on Fox News, whose an-
chors had cast doubts on
its voting machines’
integrity.

Puerto Rico, a U.S. terri-
tory, . had been holding
primary elections for gu-

bernatorial polls due in No-
vember. Mr. Musk had
said, “We should eliminate
electronic voting ma-
chines. The risk of being
hacked by humans or Al,
while small, is still too
high”

“This is a huge sweeping
generalization statement
that implies no one can
build secure digital hard-
ware,” Mr. Chandrasekhar

responded, after the post
started making the rounds
in India. “Wrong. @elon-
musk’s view may apply to
US. and other places
where they use regular
compute platforms to
build Internet connected
voting machines ... but In-
dian EVMs are custom de-
signed, secure and isolated
from any network or me-
dia ... Electronic voting ma-
chines can be architected
and built right as India has
done”

% i can be
hacked,” Mr  Musk
responded.

Mr. Chandrasekhar then
conceded that while “any
level of encryption” on a
computer system can be
broken with sufficient pow-
er, EVM integrity was “a
different type of conversa-
tion,” ddding “we can
agree to disagree”.
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EC, Talk Better
Controversy over Mumbai North West LS poll

result must be settled quickly by the commission

hat the Mumbai North West Lok Sabha victory would

snowballintoacontroversywas almostagiven. WhenShinde

Sena nominee Ravindra Waikar beat UBT Sena candidate
Amol Kirtikar by 48 votes after recounting of both EVMs and postal
ballots, concerns of a miscount amped up to strong suspicions of
misconduct in opposition camps. UBT Sena and others allege three
serious countsof wrongdoing. :

" One, Shinde Sena candidate’s ‘agent/associate used a mobile
phone inside the counting area. None except the Returning Officer
can carry amobile phone into counting centres. Callrecords of this
phone are under police investigation. Two, following SC's order to
storeall VVPAT machines with symbolloading units, UBT Senahas
sought technical inspectionof the same-but EC websiteapparently
hasno SOP forsuchatechnical probe, so it'svague what the “probe”
might entail. Three, allegations centre on RO at the NESCO centre,
e e e thesiteof irregularities.

 Thatvery day, both Kirtikar and party
- workers raised alarm over the counting.
{ Once the presence of an unauthorised
i« phone was established, surely EC could
 have reacted immediately by putting outa
statement. This kind of incident puts EC
the spotlight, not simply the state poll
nmission. And every such incident
7 5 to the chatter. For instance,
efore counting day, opposition sought
—— A EC walkback on allowing postal ballots to
A ITIOENA S be counted after EVMs. Law says postal
ballots be counted first. Why tweak that in thefirst place?

Kirtikar has written to EC with his complaints. Mumbai North
West has pressed all the buttons for those asking for complete

i3 ncy of the electionprocess. EC isfirmaboutsanctity of its
processes; it holds results speak for themselves. It argues due
processisunderway. But realityisinstances where EC doesn’t make
its response public run therisk of gettingalife of their own online.
EC must necessarily communicate to today’s alert electorate on its
due processes. :

In the internet era, EC has faced civil society scrutiny like never
before. Reliability of EVMs, including VVPATS, its “tmhackability”,
isat the core of EC’s businessof trust. Elon Musk’s tweet, unrelated
to India’s election, that EVMs should be done away with, can only
add fuel to the fire. EC has yet tomake a statement on breaches of
protocol. It must engage with the slectorate more—on processes, its
parallel paper trails, and its MO in theeventof a breach.




Rahul echoes Musk’s fears
on EVM, calls it ‘black box’

INDIA EVMS ISOLATED, SAFE,
COUNTERS CHANDRASEKHAR

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Congress leader Rahul Ga-
ndhi on Sunday said that
electronic voting machi-
nes (EVMs) in India are a
“black box™ that nobody is

allowed to scrutinise, ass-

erting that “serious con-
cerns” are being raised ab-
out transparency in the cou
ntry’s electoral process.

“Democracy ends up
becoming a sham and
prone to fraud when insti-
futions lack accountabili-

," Mr Gandhi said in a
post on X and tagged a
media report that claimed
that a relative of Shiv
Sena's candidate, who won
the polls from Mumbai's
North-West seat by 48
votes, had a phone that
unlocks an EVM.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Former Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
on Sunday countered
Elon Musk's criticism
of EVMs and that the
billionaire business-
man's view may apply
to the US and other
countries where they
use regular compute
platforms to build

“Internet-connected
voting machines”.
“But the Indian EVMs
are custom designed,
secure and isolated from

any network or media --

no connectivity, no
Bluetooth, no wifi and no
Internet. There is no way
in. Factory-programmed
controllers that cannot be

reprogrammed,” Mr
Chandrasekhar said in a
post on X.

The former  Congress
president also tagged the
post on X by tech entrepre-
neur Elon Musk in which
he talked about eliminat-
ing EVMs. “We should

eliminate electronic vot-

‘ing machines. The risk of

being hacked by humans
or Al, while small, is still
too high,” Mr Musk said in
his post. P4

RAHUL ECHOES
MUSK’S FEARS
ON EVM, CALLS
IT ‘BLACK BOX’

FROM PG 1

_In a post on
JS( in

solve  prob-
{)ems, but ifhit :
ecomes the 85, 5
cause of® §
Problems, :
then its use should be
stopped.” -
Ta_r_getmg the BJP over
the issue, Mr Yaday said,
“Today, when fears of
EVM tampering are
being expressed in many
elections around the
world and the world's
renowned technology
experts are openly writ-
Ing about the danger of
tampering, then
what is the reason
behind the insistence on
using EVM? The BJP
should clarify this.”
The Opposition parties
e been raising con-
cerns over EVMs for
some time now and are
demanding a 10p per
cent count of the VVPAT
slips, which was not
allowed.



(fmmbai poll official
Mumbai: A poll official on
sunday said an EVM was a
standalone system with
srobust administrative
safeguards” to protect it
from any kind of manipula-
tion and that there was no
need of an OTP to unlock
it. Vandana Suryavanshi,
returning officer of Mumbai
MNorth West Lok Sabha con-
stituency, was reacting to a
report in Mid-day newspa-
per about a kin of Ravindra
Waikar, the Shiv Sena can-
didate who emerged victo-
rious there by a wafer thin
margin of 48 votes.



Musk adds spice to row over
Mumbai EVM ‘tampering’

NEW DELHI/MUMBAIL A fresh
political slugfest erupted
on Sunday over EVM
tampering claims with
Rahul Gandhi and other
opposition leaders citing a
media report that alleged
that a relative of the Shiv
Sena candidate in Mumbai
North West Lok Sabha
seat was found using a
mobile phone “connected”
to an EVM during the
counting of votes.

However, returning officer
Vanﬂana Suryavanshj. dis-
missed the report in ‘mid-
day’ newspaper as “false
news” and said a defamation
notice has been issued fo the
publication, while the BJP
asked the Election Commis-
sion to prosecute all those
who ° amphfmd the lie” by
shartngthenmreyort. :

‘Meanwhile, Tesla and X
bo&s Elon Mnsk drcm in

and asserted that “serious

nobody is allowed to scrutinise, 4

right in the middle of this
slugfest with his comment
nated because of risk of

hacking, a remark he made

about Puerto Rico’s | primary
elections, which friggered a
pushback from former Mei-

Mliuster Rajeev Chan
drasekhar.

Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi and others on Sun-
day questioned | !herelmbili—

anba:. and also qlmi@d

Musk’s postmuﬁoning that

thenskofhackﬁlgm

 media

According to Vanrai po-
lice, Mangesh Pandilkar,
brother-in-law of Shiv Sena
candidate Waikar, was
booked under IPC section
188 (disobeying official or-
der) on Wednesday for alleg-
edly using a mobile phone at
a counting centre in Gore-
gaon on June 4, when results
of the general eIectfons were
announced.

« The news report quoted
an unnamed police official
stating that the phone had
the facility to unlock an
EVM.Incxdenta]iy the NDA
candidate won by a ra-

? mrtﬁmmmntyoféswtﬁ

Inresponsemfummgof
ficer Suryavanshi said the

petsﬁnalmobﬂephmuf

Dinesh Gurav, the data entry
operator of Jogeshwari As-
mmb!yseat,wastbundmth
anunauﬁoﬁsednemmand
action was being taken in
this regard.

: Gandhisau! mapostonXamliamda
report which claimed that a rela-
tive of Shiv Sena’s candidate, who won
~ the polls from Mumbai's North-West

concerns” are being raised =\ seat by 48 votes, had a phone that un-

about transparency in the i locksan EVM.

country’s eleci:oral process. Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav demanded that all future

f‘Damncracy ends np'bemm- elections should be conducted

ing a sham and prone to through ba}lot papers.

e el nAHC:Er’\iSh) fDm:ecL l"f 0620314
Row in Mumbai over ‘unlocking’ of EVM
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