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-Nearly 67%
turnoutin
phases: e

| theﬁrst'_our;shamofthe \
Lok Sabha electlon has-i‘

phase @t‘ llingheld on -
‘May 13 was 69.16%, 3.65
'pei‘tentaée points higher

t of the corres-
"’pﬁaselntheznli‘)’ .

The updated voter fur-
nout figures for the third
phase of polling in the Lok
Sabha election stood at .
65.68%. In the third phase
of the 2019 election, the
turnout was 68.4%. e

" In the second and first
phases, the turnout was'
66.71% and 66.14% respec-
tively. It was 69.64% and
69.43% in 2019.
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‘Giving citizenship is
violation of poll code

Indian Union Mushm League to approach SC and EC against the move:

300 people were granted citizenship certificates in Delhi on Wednesday

The Hindu Bureau

KOZHIKODE

he Indian Union
T Muslim League
(IUML) is plan-

ning to approach the Su-
preme Court and the
Election = Commission
against the Centre’s dis-
tribution of citizenship
certificates under the Ci-
tizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA).

At least 14 people were
given their certificates by
Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla at an
event in the national cap-
ital on Wednesday. They
all came from Pakistan. A
- total of 300 people were
. granted citizenship certif-
' icates on the day.

P.K. Kunhalikutty

“It is being done with the
objective of influencing the
ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Therefore, it is a viola-
tion of the election code of
conduct. The Election Com-
mission should act on it,”
said IUML general secretary

P.K. Kunhalikutty.
“The BJP thinks it can

win the election by in-

. fluencing the voters with

such ploys. That party is
daydreaming,” said Mr.
Kunhalikutty.

IUML leaders said the
Union government had ear-
lier told the top court that it

-~

was not in a hurry to imple- |

ment the CAA. That was in
response to the petitions
filed in the court by the
IUML and a host of organi-
sations and individuals
seeking a stay uipon the im-
plementation of the law.

The IUML said the
Centre had misled the top
court. The distribution of
the citizenship certificates
was an election gimmick.
The party would seek the
opinion of legal experts
against this, it said.
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66.14-per cent turnout was
ec . In the 2019 polls,
> turnout in the first
» was 69.43 per cent.
~ BEC said there is
anced focus on to
il mtmaﬁigaii and facili-+
> voters 1n the r
three ph

igher than corre- entary polls
spon phase in the 2019 ‘electoral officers
parliamentary - have been asked to step up
The - updated voter_ ‘measures,
figures for the  “The Commission strong-
ird phase of polling in ly believes that partner-
Lok Sabha electlon ship and collaboration are
ntial pillars of voter
eness programme. It's
Jxeartenmg to see
on - Commission's
dlfferent institu-

. “and
{3 e rities - g signifi-
.'-==caht reach ‘are working

~ enthusiasti =? on pro-
Election

bono basis,”
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HEARING TOW :
Total turnout

says poll panel

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Dethi

- THE Election Commission of

India on Thursday put the cu-
mulative turnout in the four
phases of Lok Sabha elections
at 66.95%. The poll panel in a
statement said that the updated
voter turnout in the fourth
phase on May 13 was 69.16%,
which was 3.65% higher than
the corresponding phase in the
2019 general elections. This is
the only phase where the turn-
out graph went up.

In the third phase, the updat-
ed turnout was 65.68%, about
3% lower than 2019’s data of
68.40%. Likewise, the second
phase recorded 66.71% polling
as against 69.64% in the 2019
polls, down by about 3%. And
the first phase turnout was
66.14% as against 69.43% in
2019, a drop of 3.3%.

As many as 45.10 crore voters
out of the total 97 crore on the
poll rolls in 379 seats across 23
states and Union Territories
have voted in the first four
phases of elections. Three more
phases are due with the last day
of polling on June 1.

The Supreme Court will on
Friday hear a plea of the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms, an NGO, seeking a direc-
tion to the Election Commission
to upload polling station-wise
voter turnout data on its web-
site within 48 hours of conelu-
iion of polling for each phase
if the Lok Sabha elections :

e
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