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Maharashtra, Jharkhand
to hold polls in November

Maharashtra to vote on November 20, Jharkhand in two phases on November 13 and 20; aslew

of bypolls, including for Wayanad, will be conducted alongside; Model Code of Conduct kicks in

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
he Maharashtra As-
sembly election,

with 288 seats at
stake, will be held on No-
vember 20, the Election
Commission of India an-
nounced on Tuesday.
Jharkhand will vote in two
phases, with 43 constituen-
cies going to the polls on
MNovember 13, and 38 con-
stituencies on November
20, The votes for both As-
sembly elections will be
counted on November 23.
Dates have also been an-
nounced for byelections to
48 Assembly seats and two
parliamentary constituen-
cies in 15 States. High-pro-
file bypolls include the
Wayanad parliamentary
seat, which fell vacant after
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi opted to retain Rae
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Poll moda: CEC Rajiv Kumar with Election Commissioners Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu at a press meet in Delhi. 1

Bareli in Uttar Pradesh and
give up the Kerala consti-
tuency, and Maharashtra's
Nanded seat, which is
empty due to the death of
Congress MP Vasantrao
Balwantrao Chavan.
There are about 9.63
crore eligible voters in
Maharashtra and over 2.60
crore in Jharkhand, Chief
Election = Commissioner

(CEC) Rajiv Kumar said.
With the announce-
ment, Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) came into ef-
fect in both the States, and
the constituencies where
bypolls are to be held.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE 13

CEC slams exit
polls, early
trends on TV
channels

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Exit polls are creating a
huge distortion by raising
expectations that do not
match the actual election
results, Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Kumar said on Tuesday,
and called for corrective
measures, He also termed
as "nonsense” the practice
of news channels showing
early leads even before
vote counting begins.

CONTINUZD ON
» PAGE 12
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Maharashtra, Jharkhand
to hold polls in November

The Code is also applicable to the Centre in so far
a5 announcements or policy decisions pertaining
to Jharkhand and Maharashtra are concerned.
Mr. Kumar said the Commission has made elab-
orate arrangements (o ensure the effective pole-
mentation of MCC guidelines. It has issu in-
structions for swift, effective, and stringent action
to enforce the Code during the first 72 hours after
the election schedule was announced, a}nd for ex-
tra vigilance and strict enforcement action during
the last 72 hours before the close ot_' polls as well.
The bypoll to the Wayanad parliamentary seat
and 47 Assembly seats will be conducted on No-
vember 13, along with the the first phase of polling
in Jharkhand. The bypoll to the anded Lok Sab-
ha seat and the Kedarnath A.sselmbly seat will be
held on November 20, along with the Maharash-
tra Assembly poll and the seconf.l phase of the
Jharkhand election. The CEC said that bypoll:
have not been announced for the Ba'sxrh:a: Lo
abha seatin West Bengal and the Milkipur seatin
Uttar Pradesh, as election petitions are pending in
the High Courts against the candidates who had
these seais.
m$hzo;lnw ofbypolls will take place in Assam, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, sikkim, Uttarakband, Uttar Pra-
desh, and West Bengal-

CEC slams exit polls,
trends on TV channels

Mr. Kumar, who announced the schedules for As-
sembly elections in Jharkhand and Maharashtra
as well as 50 bypolls in 15 States, was responding
to a query on the accuracy of exit polls. The poll-
sters and the press, particularly the electronic me-
dia, need to selfintrospect and take corrective
measures, he said.

“If we look at the whole picture, two-three
things are happening concurrently. At first, exit
poll results are shown without declaring the sam-
ple size, the places where the survey was conduct-
ed, and how the results were arrived at. If the fi-
gures do not match with the actual results, what is
the pollster’s responsibility... There is an urgent
need to look at these aspects stringently,” he said.

regulatory bodies, like the News
Broadcasters & Digital Association, which govern
this. I am sure the time has come that these bodies
and associations will do some self-regulation, be-
cause it is linked to another important issue,” he
said.

ote counting is usually done three days after
the polling day. “So on polling day, 6 p.m. onward,
an expectation is built up via exit poll figures of
what will be the actual outcome... No scientific ba-
sis is given in public disclosures. And then, on the
counting day, leads are flashed as early as 8:05
a.m. or 8:10 a.m., which is a nonsense,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

He pointed out that, in reality, vote counting it-
self only begins at 8:30 a.m. “This time, we have
proof that leads were being shown 8:05 a.m. on-
wards. Does it happen because the exit poll re-
sults have to be justified through early trends? The
fact is that one round of counting takes about 20
minutes and, after following the set procedures,
the figures are put up on the EC website around
9:30-a.m. onwards,” he said.

“The gap between expectation and achieve-
ment is nothing but frustration. On this issue, our
hands are tied. However, a brainstorming by the
stakeholders is urgently required and I am sure
self-correction will be done,” he said.
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EC Crack;down on divisive
rhetoric as Maharashtra
gears up for Assembly polls

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The term “vote jihad” has
sparked controversy in
Maharashtra as the State
prepares for the Assembly
election on November 20.
With the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) in force,
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) s. Chockalingam
warned that any use of in-
flammatory terms, includ-
ing “vote jihad”, would be
scrutinised and dealt with
strictly.

“We will not spare
anyone using such terms,
If we receive any com-
plaints, we will act within
the legal framework,” Mr.
Chockalingam said o
Wednesday, stressing that
the commission was com-

°@

Will not spare anyone
using such terms. If we
receive any complaints,
we will act within the
legal framework

S. CHOCKALINGAM
Chief Electoral Officer

mitted to maintaining com-
munal harmony through-
out the election process.

The term “vote jihad”
recently gained attention
after BJP leader and Depu-
ty Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis attributed the
party’s poor performance
in certain constituencies in
the Lok Sabha election to
it.

Mr. Fadnavis, speaking
at a public event in Kolha-
pur, said, “Out of 48 Lok
Sabha constituencies, 14
seats witnessed ‘vote ji-
had’. Hindutva needs to
awaken if anti-Hinduy lead-
ers are being elected to top
posts.”

Meanwhile, voter regis-
tration in the western State
has seen a significant
boost. Mr, Chockalingam
said the number of regis-
tered voters had increased
by nearly 70 lakh since the
2019 Assembly election.

“There were 8,94,46,211
voters ahead of the 2019
Assembly election, and
now, after special enrol-
ment drives, the number
has risen to 9,63,69,410,"
he said, citing a total i
crease of 69,23,199 voters,
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"' Maharashtra polls on Nov 20,

I’khand votes on Nov 13 & 20

Bypolls To 48 "NO SCIENCE, TRANSPARENCY IN EXIT POLLS

Assembly Seats:
Results On Nov 23

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Commis-
smnon’l‘ueedaysetﬂxestagefor
another intense contest be-
tween BJP and ns allim and :
their

anmuncing smgie-phase polls

in Maharashtra on Nov 20

andtwo—phasevohngonNovla
- and 20 to elect the new Jhark-
hmx}assemblx
i Counting for both states, as
- well as 48 assembly and two LS
bypolls will be held on Nov 23,

Thetwin contestsare crucial
for both sides, with BJP keen to
build on the advantage it gained

. after a come-from-behind victo-
mearyanaandCongressand
its allies looking to regain the
momentum from their im-
pmvedpermrmancem the Lok
Sabha polls.

The two parliamentary by-
polls are in Kerala’s Wayanad,
from where Priyanka Gandhi
will contest her first e!ectlon,
and Nanded in Maharashira,
whmhfenvamntaﬂarthedeath_ :
of Vasant Chavan. While poll-
ing for 47 assembly seats and
WayanadwﬂlbeheldonNuvB
theassemhlyseatofKedarmth
inUttarakhand and the Nanded
Lok Sabha constituency will
vuteonNuvzﬁ i

Bypolls due in Basxrhat in
West Bengal andMilkipur in UP
were not announced in view of
pending election petitions.

The altered political land-

CEC: Chose Wednesday s_

Tmlateﬂtassemblypo]]s
come 5
of BJP making history

> Exit polls ﬂotbased m
sdeuee

ﬁsmmgarding
_tﬁexr methodofogy‘. says
'CEC Rajiv Kumar, while
announcing poll dates for
Maharashtra & Jharidland
> Says they create a
‘distortion’ by setting
expectations with
prediction of victory for
a particular side

predicted a Congress win
hllalmandanedgefor

~NC-Congin J&K

> Calls ‘nonsense’ eounlhg

leads put up on TV channels

as early as 8.05-8,10am.

Says counting begins by

8.30am and initial trends are
ly after 9

&‘,
CEC Our EVMs more romman Hezb.pagers

Election Commission of India told mngms 's Rashid Alvi

O urEVMs are more robustthan Hezbollah's p pagers,” the

who suggested that EVMs could be manipulated Just like
the pagersin Lebanon, reports Manash Gohain. Referring to
pagersand walkie-talkies with the Lebanese militant group which
were allegedly turned into exploding devices by Israel, Alvi,a
former MP and Congress spokesman, said, “In Maharashtra, the
opposition should put pressure toinsistonvoting by, paper ballot...
Otherwise, BJP govtandEC can do anything... The PM has very
goodrelations withIsrael. Israelisan expertinsuchthings.” CEC
Rajiv Kumar said, “EVMs cannot be hacked. Pagers are connected

devices but EVMsare not.” P10

scape of Maharashtra since the
last polls, with Shiv Sena and
NCP splitting and the Uddhayv
Thackeray-led Sena faction

leaving BJP the “natural ally”,

to join forces with

makes the contest anabsorbing

affair
In imprison-

Jharkhand, -
mmtofGMHemantSbrenand._i

the fribal versus non+tribal
faultline, bringing a sharper
edge to what should havebeen a
traditional incumbent versus

close on the heels

challenger showdown. “Elec-
tionsareafestival of democracy
and voters’ enthusiastic partici-
pation is desired and requested.
We also appeal to candidates to
campaign fearlessly while hon-
ouring the model code of con-
duct, chief election commis-
sioner Razwﬁmnan flanked by

election commissioners Gya-
‘nesh Kumar and 8 S Sandhu,
smc}atammsconfemncemm

nounce the poll schedule.

bywlnnmgathirdstralght_ ;

gress’s hopes of voting it out' ‘wh
based on what it had wmngly itic

gauged as a strong anti-incum:
bency sentiment.

Congress’s alliance mth B

the National Conference did
win the J&K polls, but it was
the latter’s show all the way
with the national party con-
tributing just six seats to the
combine’s48-seat tally:

The BJP-Shiv Sena-NCPal-

liance had suffered reverses in
the Maharashtra LS polls, ma-
naging just 17 of the state’s 48
seats, even as the alliance be-
tween Shiv Sena (Uddhav Bala-

both polling days as it falls in
the middle of the week ami%
would make sure that voters|
don't choose to travel out by,
clubbing the poll-day hohdﬂy '
with the weekend.
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Exit polls not scientific, they
just create a ‘dlstortlon EC

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday took a jibe at
exit polls — which have had a
chequered history regarding
the accuracy of their predic-
tions, the case with recent Ha-
ryana pol]s being no different
— saying thatthey areneither

based on science nor make

public disclosures regarding '-:

theirmethodology; butcreatea
“distortion” by setting expec-
tations with predictions of vie-

tory foraparticularsidethree

days before counting.
- At a press conference here

tuannommeassemblypo]lsfor ox
Maharashtra and Jharkhand, -
chief eIectlon eommlssxoner\

amumi 910 am. “I wonder if
the mrEial trends (at 8.058.10
am) were put out (by the news
channels)onlyto]ushfytheex-
it poll predictions,” hesaid.

Staﬁngtbatammatchbe—

tion by ; those conducting and
dlséemjna:hng exit poll out-
comes, particularly the elec-
tronic media, the CEC said
even though the EC does not
govern exit polls under the ex-

gu]af.e in terms of the sam-
pIegmeandl&ahnnsurveyed.
methodaﬁagy, fixing respon-

s not matching with ac-
! results ‘and making pub-

trends(ats. 05~8.loam)wereput '

_out only foJusufythe exlt poll
- predictions. the
leads from the first round of
countingemerged around 9.05-

sibﬂlgg‘ﬁitheeventof survey.

in the interest

re '_9.IOam, andECuploadedthme
~ on its website by 9.30 am, fol-
_ lowed by updates at 11.30 am,

1.30am, andsoon,” hesaid.

~ “The news corrmpondent
on the spot may have got the
leads earlier as EC must first
get the result signed and also

.venﬁed by the observer, lead-

mgtosomedelaysmusbemg

‘uploaded on the website. But

still, the first set of 1 trendsare

known only after 910 am or

S0, Kmnarunderlmed.
Aﬂtheexltpollsconducted
in Haryana had predicted a

comfortablewmto alandsﬁde

;ﬁ)rCongrass.TheIeadsshown
- by news channels echoed the
- predietmnsveryeaﬂymtothe
~counting,
~ tions in the COngre;s camp.

celebra-

However, the picture started
changing by 10 am, possibly as
the first set of trends were up-

"loaded on the EC website. By
10.30 am, BJP ‘had surged

-aheadof Congress in terms of
leads, prompting ¢ the latter to
question the delay in postmg
of trends, and later, lodge com-

‘plaints about the dlscrépancsr

in batterylifeof EVMs. |
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‘EVMs more r _z_n .__m__ Hezbollah
gers’; EC shoots down Cong claim

Earlier, Cong Neta Called For Ballot Papers In Maha

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: ‘Our EVMs are
more robust than Hezbollah’s
pagers’ was the EC's response
to the claim of Congress's
Rashid Alvi who cited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
“friendship” with Israel to al-
lege that EVMs could be ma-

nipulated just like the pagers

in Lebanon and urged the op-
position " to demand voting
through paper ballots.
Referring to pagers and
walkie-talkies with Hezbollah
which were allegedly turned
into exploding devices by Is-
rael, and the PM’s good rela-
tionship with Israel, Alvi, a
former MP and Congress spo-
kesperson, said, “In Maha-
rashtra, the opposition should
putpressureto insiston voting
by paper ballot and not EVMSs.
Otherwise, BJP govt and EC
can do anything. If Israel can
kill people by use of pagersand
walkie-talkies, then where
does EVM stand? The PM has

very good relations with Is-

rael. Israel is an expert in such
things. EVM ka bada khel ka-
hinbhihosaktahaiauruskeli-
yeBJP chunavsepehleyehsab
khelkarleti hai.”

Dismissing Congress’s ac-
cusations of EVM tampering
in Haryana polls, chief elec-
tion commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar said the machines were
“100% foolproof” and “can’tbe
hacked like (Hezbollah) pag-

3_3__, n..szou__&éa.

(From right) CEC Rajiv x_._amq with election commissioners Ss Sandhu
and Gyanesh Kumar in New Delhi o: Tuesday

ersusedforblasts”.

“EVMs cannot be :m%ma
Pagers are connected devices
but EVMs arenot,” hesaid. He
added that similar accusa-
tions were made earlier, with
allegations that votes cast for
one party could go to another.

Reacting to Alvi’s claim,
BJP spokesperson Nalin Koh-
li said, “Congress seems to
have lost both its political in-
tellect as well as the plot. In
loss, they flog the same EVMs

that also wins them votes and'

states. No wonder there is a
regular flight of leaders from

Congress towards saner polit- 4
ical quarters, BJP being Qm ;

primary beneficiary”
Hezbollah had switched to

pagers and walkie-talkies at.
the instance of its chief Has-

san Nasrallah who was scared

of mobile phones mnnmﬁvma :

ed that devices
members of the group were

mmnaﬁmmsmzésaagmmmﬂ

hacked _uw Israeli mmaznwmm.. E.m
- had asked Hezbollah members

 to destroy their mobile phones

to evade detection by Israeli
agencies. It turned out to be a
grave error as Israeli agencies
infiltrated the supply chain of
pagers by setting up a front
company which gained the
franchise from the Taiwanese
manufacturer of the devices,
and rigged them with explo-
sives which could be set off by

 With Mmuuo_._mr firing mis-

ummmagm%ﬁq settingoff ex-

plosions which killed more
_ m..mummougmunawwﬁ&?oa:

sands. A day later, this was fol-
lowed by Hezbollah walkie-

talkiesets alsogoing off aspart
‘of an audacious operation by
Israel. Israel has, however; not
fo claimed responsibility for the

‘innovative warfare.

EC to write to each
Haryana complamant,
counter their claims

u__-l_?_._@n_.:ma&_:n__?noa

anq Delhi: Chief election:
# commissioner Rajiv Kumar
‘on’ enmmm%

‘rejected Con-
gress’s claims of n:ommn ir-
regularities in EVMs in Ha-
ryana, saying that they were
safe and robust and that each
process relating to EVMs as

. well as counting of votes was

carried out inthe presence of,
or with the approval of, candi-
dates or their agents in the
form of their signature.
‘Regarding the 20 com-
plaints received from Con-
gresscandidatesalleging EVM
snags, Kumar said EC will
write separately to each com-
plainant countering their alle-

‘gations with detailed facts and

proof of candidates’ or their

‘agents’ involvement in hand-

lingof EVMs at every stage.
“When EVMS are commis-

sioned, symbols loaded and

new batteries installed, the

 candidates or their authorised
 agents sign on the seal. EVMs
_ are kept in strongrooms with

ncc_uwmpoowgmgnmmgmﬁ of
security, which comprises cen-
tral Epﬁq,ﬂn@g and

watch... all processes are vid-
eographed. Counting area is

barricaded. How can there be
amix-up when candidates and
their agents check things
round by round?” heasked.

© “Where in the world is
there so much public disclo-
sure and participation?” he
asked. Slamming the doubt-
ing Thomases, he also em-

phasised that election after

election, the results have dif-
fered. “When the result is ad-
verse, only then it is termed
aswrong,” Kumar said.

' On Congress allegations
about discrepancy in battery
life of EVMs, Kumar said,
“Barlier there were allega-
tionsthat EVMs were hacked
or that they were tampered
such that votes went to a par-
ticular party. But this one is
new. What next? I am sure
there willbe another one.”

Stating that there is a pro-
vision for candidates or their
agent objecting to any issue
at any stage of election, Ku-
mar said it “has not hap-
pened” in Haryana. On Con-
gress’s questions regarding
battery life of EVMs, Kumar
explained that new batteries
are inserted in the EVM con-
trol unit on the day of com-
missioning in the presence
of candidates and sealed.
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