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A.P.records 81.86% voter turnout,
highest so far in this election: CEO

This includes 1.2% votes polled though postal ballots, essential .ﬁ:__nm and uoam votes, says Mukesh _EE“_H Meena; Ongole

Lok Sabha constituency records highest polling umam:Emm while Visakhapatnam LS constituency registers the lowest

Sam o M.
| GUNTUR ™
ith a cumula-
tive polling per-
centage of
81.86, Andhra Pradesh has
emerged as the State with

the highest voter turnout
in the first four phases of
the seven-phase Lok Sabha
election.

People of the State had
on May 13 exercised their
franchise in the election
conducted to 25 Lok Sabha
and 175 Assembly consti-
tuencies, and the Election
Commission of India (EC)
declared the cumulative fi-
gures on Wednesday.

Addressing the media
here, State Chief Electoral
Officer Mukesh Kumar
Meena said that the cumu-
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Poll details: A.P. Chief Electoral Officer Mukesh Kumar Meena
addressing the media on Wednesday. T. VIJAYA KUMAR

lative polling percentage
included 80.66 through
EVMs and 1.2 through pos-
tal ballots, essential service
and home votes.

Ongole Lok Sabha con-
stituency recorded the

highest polling percentage
of 87.06, while Visakhapat-
nam Lok Sabha constituen-
cy registered the lowest at
71.11%, Mr. Meena said.
When it comes to As-
sembly constituencies in

Telangana registers
66.3% voter turnout

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana registers 66.3%
voter turnout with :
Bhongir reporting highest
at 76.78% and Hyderabad
lowest at 48.48%.

The overall poll
percentage was more than

the State, Darsi, with a
polling percentage of
90.91, topped the chart,
while Tirupati recorded
the lowest — 63.32%, Mr.
Meena said.

The CEO said the pollihg

3% higher than the 26019
Lok Sabha election.

The voting percentage
left the three major
contenders — the
Congress, the BRS and the
BJP - baffled and the party
leaderships are now
assessing the pros and
cons of the voting pattern.
continued even after 6
p-m. on May 13 at more
than 3,500 polling sta-
tions.

The last vote was exer-

cised at around 2 a.m. on
May 14 (Tuesday), he said.
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grants, floating uovugoaw

and many voter IDsnot linked

to Aadhaar yet, double voting
is more common than many
would like to believe, and
most officials are in denial or
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. 1 went to Rajasthan to vote
& # with my family in Sirohi last
~month,” Neeraj said, gEEm

,iimﬁu«-ﬂv With large numbers of migrants, floating
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voting is.more common than many would like to believe :

in my oily hair and most of
the ink was gone,” Shanti
said, recalling how she and

profess ignorance. many others in Mumbai from
We were advised to oil their Raireshwar village
ﬁgaﬁu&oaég pulled off the double act. Rai-

(tovote), I was asked toensure
my index finger is oily by rub-
bing it against my hair As
soon as the ink was applied, I
rubbed my finger back again

reshwar is a few hours’ drive
from Panvel and the journey
together to vote is like a pic-
nic,sheadds.

If this sounds likea James

Hadley Chase thriller un-
spooling on celluloid, Ahme-
dabad’s Neeraj offers a peek
into another “ride”. The 28-
year-old vegetable vendor
was among many herded into
abus arranged by a major po-
litical party and taken to vote
in their native Rajasthan on
April 24, two days before the
voting there this time.

E&nﬂ.wggaggm
and seek, posting pictures of

 fingersonboth handstoclaim
| he had voted twice “legally”
- inGujarat’s Navsari Lok Sab-
. ha seat. Patel, a former coun-

cillor of Congress, joined BJP
in March this year.

In Neeraj’s case, Gujarat
chief electoral officer P
Bharathi insisted voting
twice was illegal but said she
would need to verify Neeraj's
case. “We have not come
across any complaints of peo-
ple voting in Gujarat and also
in their native places,” Bha-
rathi said. On Patel’s claim,
the Navsari collector dismis-
sed it as fake and said heihad
cast the ballot the second time

%Q.Q &8& this ballot

as an “assistant voter* for his :
disabled daughter. :

In Maharashtra’s Chan- !
drapur, at least 50% of resi- |
dents of 14 villdges straddling
the a«gw border cast
votes in neighbouring Adila-
bad on May 13. Flaunting dual
voter ID cards, they did not
géﬁmsogrnauﬁ
ther, during the first phase o
April 19. Villagers said E
Adilabad administration had
set up six booths in these 14
Maharashtra villages. As per
Maharashtra govt records,
there are 5,117 voters in these
villages. Adilabad collector
Rajarshi Shah told TOI he
was “busy with elections and
will look into the issue after
hegetsfree”, withoutrefuting
the dual voting trend.

(With inputs from Hemali
Chhapia in Mumbai, Vaibhav

Nagpur; Paul John and Megh- |

doot Sharon in Ahmedabad,
Kangkan Kalita in Guwahati)
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EC’s chest-thumping
- hides abject failures

he assessment of the Election Commission of India, which is mid-
way through the conduct of the elections to the 18th Lok Sabha,
that polling so far has been non-violent, relatively noise-free, less
cluttered and non-intrusive, plus sans inducement and ostentation,
is cause for relief and satisfaction not just for the poll body but also all
those who believe in democracy. o ¥

However, what defies logic is the chest-thumping over its claim that it
has been able to dispose of 90 per cent of the complaints that came before it
since the model code of conduct (MCC) came into force on March 16. The
EC itself has revealed that complaints from the Congress and the BJP
alleging violation of MCC are still pending with it.

The EC is the constitutional body authorised and empowered to conduct
elections in a free and fair manner. Its job is to ensure that every partici-
pant in the election gets a level playing field and also plays by the rules. As
per the EC’s own admission, the complaints of MCC violation pending with
it fall in the category of hate speech by star campaigners on faith, caste,
language and region which also fall foul of the Constitution.

It may be remembered that the level of content in the campaign speeches

4 plummeted after the second phase with the
The complaints prime Minister taking the lead in making
speeches that seek to pit a section of Indians
against another. That was a depth no other
politician has ever plumbed on any occasion,
even while electioneering. The Congress’ com-
plaint against Mr Modi's speeches is still pend-
ing with the EC but he has never thought it nec-
essary to slow down. The EC’s silence appears -
to have energised him further instead, as seen
by the increasing sharpness of his deliveries.
The EC has not yet responded convincingly to
the questions several people, including political -
leaders and observers, have raised on the delay

that are pending

with the EC reflect
all that has gone

_ wrong with the
election and the

~ failure to find

. solutions to them
will be remembered
despite its attempt
to whitewash them

in the publication of the final voting percent-
ages in the first and second phases of the election or its failure to explain
the sharp rise in the tentative and final polling percentages or even its
unwillingness to make public the absolute number of votes polled in each
constituency. Strangely, if found it necessary to issue a terse rebuttal to
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge’s letter to his alliance partners
raising the very same questions.

Instead of answering Mr Kharge’s doubts, the EC admonished him for
“creating impediments in the conduct of free and fair elections”, saying
his concerns were “reflective of a biased and deliberate attempt to spread:
confusion”. Mr Kharge was surprised that the EC never bothered to
address the concerns he had raised in his complaints to the poll body but
it chose to respond to the letter he had written to his alliance partners.

" The complaints that are pending with the-EC refleét all that has gone
wrong with the election and the failure to find proper solutions to them
will go down in history despite the EC’s attempt to paint a rosy picture.
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Act against registéring of voters
for post-poll policies: EC to cops

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

The Delhi election body

has urged the city police
to act strictly against
political parties and their
workers indulging in reg-
istration of voters: for
post-election beneficiary-
oriented scheme.

In a letter to Delhi police

commissioner Sanjay Ar-
ora on May 11, the poll body
asked him to sensitise the

field functionaries and dis-

trict police to be proactive

and more vigilant to curb

such unlawful activities.
The letter said the Delhi

election office has received -

complaints about “some”
political parties “register-
ing voters” for post-elec-
tion beneficiary-oriented
‘schemes in the garb of con-
ducting surveys. Such par-
ties are asking voters to fill
up the forms manually or

Congress’ Sachin Pllot dunng a campatgn rally for

Kanhaiya Kumar.

digitally to get benefits of
their prospective schemes,

‘it added.

“Complaints are being
received against some
political parties and their
workers for registering
the individuals for benefi-
ciary-oriented schemes
and distributing guaran-
tee cards in the form of
pamphlets giving details

of prespective mdfwdual

__benefits along with an

attached form asking for
details of voters such as
name, age, address,
mobile number, booth
number, constituency
name and number ete,”

the letter issued by the

Delhi chief electoral offi-
cer's office to the CP

“read.

L
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Varanasi LS polk: Ryots’ plea for
more time to enter fraybinned

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY

TERMING the plea of Tamil
Nadu farmer and activist P.
Ayyakannu, as “total publicity
litigation”, the Supreme Court
on Wednesday in its order
rejected his petition seek-
ing an extension of time
* for filing his nomina-
tion from the Varanasi
Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, where PM Modi is
the BJP’s candidate.

The apex court, after tak-
ing into record the fact that he
was from TN and worked for 30
years in TN, Kerala, Karnata-
ka, thereby asked him, “why do
you want to contest from Vara-

‘nasi, that too on the last date
you want to come here?”, a two-

juc ench of the top court,
led by Justice Vikram Nath and
Justice Satish Chandra Shar-
ma asked Ayyakannu.

His lawyer, S Mahendran ex-

plained that Ayyakannu had

initiated his journey on the 9th,
emphasising the challenges\
faced by ordinary .citi-
~ zens. Justice Nath said,
“This is total publicity.
If we start commenting
in the order then it will
start becoming difficult
for you.” Mahendran fur-
ther told the Court that the
ECI has not permitted him for
e-filing of his nominations. He
requested that this court might
pass appropriate directions to
the ECI to ensure that he might
be permitted to e-file his
nomination.
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EC summons Andhra

ef secy, DGP over

pdst-poll violence

~NEW DELHI;

Taking
cognisance of post-poll

~ violence in Andhra, the -
~ Election Commission has
-summoned the state’s

chief secretary and the

DGP on Thursday to

“personally explain” the
administration’s failure
to contain the incidents,
sources said.

Reminding the state gov-
ernment that the Model
Code of Conduct is still in
force, the EC also asked the
chief secretary and the po-
lice chief to ensure such
incidents are not repeated.

The Commission has re-

peatedly empha31sed that
there is no place for vio-
lence in a democracy and
since the announcement of
Lok Sabha glections, Chief
Election  Comniissioner
Rajiv Kumar has’ bedn
personally monitoring the
election space to ensure
peaceful and violence-free
conduct of polls, officials
pointed out. .

When they appear at the
EC headquarters here on
Thursday, the top Andhra
Pradesh officials will be. -
asked about preemptive
steps being taken to avoid
any such incidents in the
future thesoumessald
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‘Raid on Tehsildar office: DVAC entered .
~ strong room violating MCC, says BJP leader

CHENNAI: 'meBJPstateumt

complaint with the Chief
Electoral Officer Satyabra-
ta Sahoo over the Directo-
rate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption (DVAC)
wing’s alleged violation of
the Model Code of Conduct
by raiding the premises of
Tehsildar, whose

‘aSpednl

office was one of the strong
rooms of Chennai South
InkSabhaeonsﬁtmncg

AcoordingtoKamteRI‘hiaga- :
rajan, the BJP election-in-

charge for Chennai South Lok
Sabha constituency, the
DVAC sleuths had raided the
Special Tehsildar Saroja’s of-
fice, which is also functioning
as an election office -and a
strong room in LB Road, Ad-
var without obtaining Elec-
tion Commission of India’s
prior permission and without
the presence of 41 candidates
of Chennai South Lok Sabha
constituency. The BJP leader
alleged that the DVAC sleuths
did not follow the Model Code
of Conduct and suspected that

there might be a conspiracy
in the raid as the concerned
office is an election office
which holds the documents
and details of the candidates
contesting from Chennai
South LS constituency.
Speaking to DT Next, Ka-
rate Thiagarajan said the
raid was done without the
prior nod of ECI. He claimed
it raises doubts among the

- candidates and their agents.

“Although it was a follow-up
raid of Saroja’s earlier ar-
rest, the DVAC must have
obtained prior permission
from ECI and more so be-
cause the details of the 41
candidates who contested in
this Chennai South Lok Sab-
ha constituency were in the
office of the raided official.
The raid should have been
conducted in the presence of

-

Although it was a follow-up on &
&9 ot the Tehsildar, the DVAC must have obtained
pior permission from EC, because the detaisof the

ECI authorities and candi-
dates,” he told DT Next.

The BJP leader said he
immediately filed an oral
‘tomplaint to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer Satyabrata Sa-
hoo and Chennai District
Election Officer J Radhakr-
ishnan over the phone re-
garding the alleged viola-
tion of the code, once he
came to know of it. _

The DVAC sleuths had ar-
rested the special tehsildar
Saroja on May 14 allegedly
for demanding Rs 1 crore to
execute a Madras High Court
order on encroachment evic-
tion.DVAC took action based

-on a complaint by Pon

Thangavel, a social activist,
who was part of a movement
to evict people from en-
croached government lands

in his locality,

41clm|a|8wﬂ|mdi;imemﬂm

= Karate R Thiagarajan, BJP state unit secretary

+
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