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. Yhile thh 'iupmm: Cotirt lias bes

e lhf, ECH fo:rrigk

af trarispavency. b

1 saniple size of
“Hye EVMSs per Assembly cotstituericy”
‘Prescribed by ik for. Asembiy
e iniludicios w0 Stwes does not
eesnform 10 the Rndemental principles of
statistical sampling aged feads to high
warging of error.

Arthe same tme, the ECIs oritics are
slso guilty of demanding arbitrary,
now-statistical samphe sives ke “25 per
cent samples” and “56 per cent samples”
for YVPAT-hased audi of KVMs, under the
enistaken Impression that 2 “higger
perteniage” Quaranies greser sccumey
of results. Some gre pow derranding a
1D0% manual vount of = YWEAT oter
slips.

Ustug statisticol sampleg

The ¥WPAThased audit of EVis ﬁs a
simiple probilem of statistica! gimlity
wimzol. I s very sitndlar 3o th

acceptamee sampling tech

~widaly used in industry a

umiér of defectives Fovme iy & randonily
drawn statistical sample Js less than or
equal 102 specilted accepance mlmber,

| thelotfor E;puldnun

. EVM masiipndation. Unlike Indisstey and
fradewhere a few defectives in the
sample may be tolerated, in the:context of
glecuom;. the ae:cephmce number. m!l

oy e
the p_pul:g!lﬂn -
esampte Wi
6l ldbe“mjm;ted I thit ensd,
eans tioniacceptance f th
EVM sinints for thit "6
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n expct fit

cdlstr bution Rodel shotiid form the bd!i! afthe wmplmg planforine .

- EHE

for tha spectfies
popuiation

le siza {n} y thatthe ECI p
size i “five EVMs per Assenbly constituen-
o ulll fall to detect a defectlve EVM
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nttor.the

Ayerage n. of FUHERIT
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Sampleesize |

“Hritabitey that the ECL
pxseribed saniple siek of
o3 Dytsper A.ssembiij_
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A State as awhale

SHE
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gopulation sizes.

Ircreases.

pup tion size b

: dumg manust ce

sample size.

detbe a delective EVM for differsint

“The great merit of e

bypergromatric distribution madel is that
the sample size 13 the greatest when P is -
very close to zero (which is what the ECT
clafns It is), and it becomes lesest as P

Asseen I‘mm Table 1, wheu !

ave

X wewé?rhe smaliérpépu!

the satuple skesuteq
big. Hanu? botlitf&t&&e'

defing the EVMs dep!
whol orfidia 452

‘popudation’, then ln
paplglanuwalﬁ% )y

aver this cruchl peint when # sf!aﬁms that
the 151, Kolkais fod recommended a
sainple size of ondy 479 EVMs {or tadiz as
A whole which works our to'one EVM per
Assembly constitueney.

What nest?

We can e the ‘platean effect’ of sample
sizes oy divide the bigger States into
‘egions” (n integral number of districis}
with EVM population sizes of about 3,000
ekl We trear “EVMs deployed in the
regien” as the 'population’. On verag:,
theze would be about 20 Assemnlily
congittuencles in a region. Thesi

size vequired i 438 and the averags .
mintier of EVMs per Assembly
constituency whose VVPAT sli
Hind courited is 22, For example, U,
itk £, 50,010 EVMs can be divided i into
30 regions with roughly 5,000 EVbs
gach.  thi event of a defective B
rurring g the hand vousting of YYEAT
slips of the retaining EYMs il confined
to the regicir, Fhis option is statistically
st and adminfstradvaly viable,

Over thé years, the Supreme Court has
Lesin indulgent towirds the BCT due to #s
plenipatentiady 1 the conxdner of
elections under A 324 0f the
Cugstituilon of India: But the Supreme
Coatrt canvissi contirse to turn a blind eye
torthe BCI mskdng s mockery of the
WJ’A%M audit of EVMS thereby

2l be,

The Etemun CDM
“indta bas attrgeted
. redudng tha vo!erjl ik

“Pa i TralF v
| 3

statésttenl quality control.
-

We can use the ‘plateac effect
aF sample sizes ta divicte the
blgger States into 'ruginns”
with BvM populakion sisés of -
about 5,000 gach, We treat
“Evids deployed in the reglon”
as the population”. Uin
average, there woulkl B goout
2 Assembly constituencies in
aregiom, Fhe sample size
ragpuired is 438 aod the number
of B¥Mis per constituency
Sse VNPAT slips are to be
hand coured 522, °
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Petition in §C
seeks revi

~of electoral
“bonds’ verd;

Ct

De coﬁnasPomu‘aN'r
NEW DELHI, APRIL 35

A plea has been moved

_in the Supreme Court
geeking review .of its
. Februagy 15 _Ve_;x:dict,-

which Had scrapped the
electoyal bonds scheme

-of anonymouq political

funding.
The. re‘v;lew p}ea sub
raitted that the top court

. entertained the petition

(agaigst - boiids
schotig) struck
down the law -anid the

the .

.scheme without noticing

that in-doing so it Is dct-
ing as- an  appelite

authority .over
Parliament, substituting
itss wisdoin. on 2 maﬁer

which

sive provirice of Ieglsla
tive and executive policy

“The court fatlad to

© notice that’ even gssum-

ing the lssue s justicia-
ioners there-
g not. . cldimed
any specific legal injury
exclnsive to them, their
petition could not have
been decided as if a.pri-
vate litigation for the

‘enforcement of rights’
-which: are; specific and

sxclusive to. them,” the
plea filed by advocate
Mathews .J. Nedumpara
said.

it furthe‘f “said, “The

cougt failed to xotme :
B it tar-

ithe forbidden

Atihng
yion 4 fnatter of legisla:
tive pelicy, they_have a
duty tohear the pulilicat. -

verted “into
{ive proceedi



each day
“5in - rc‘fﬁ* 1.-80 far
. 14;65{1 crores -have been’
seized even ‘befare. the
- first “Phase  polling
begins on April 19:
The seiztires mark a
sha‘rgs Ancrease” over
¥3,475 crores seized dur-
ing the entire Lok Sabha
election in 2018,
S;gniﬁcaﬁtix 45 per cent .
. of - the seizures #be of
= '-'dr*ugs and nareptics -
“Pse of black money,
over and above political
financig-and accitate
disclosure may disturb
- the level playing field in
favourof more resource-
fyl parties or candidates
in speeifie geographies.
The seizures are s criti-
. cal'pait of EC resolve to
conduet the LS pollsfree
of electoral malprac-
tices,” the BC sald. -
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strictly following EC code

hen in doubt, go back to the basics, they say. As the election cam-
paigning gains. traction, one will be foreed to go back to the
| Constitution, the Jaw, and the Modsl Code of Conduet (MCO) to
" check if the framework under which fhe whole exercise is expected
ondueted wag jntact, e : -

o

.. The Constitutionsay India‘ds a secular-nation; Section 123(3) of the

z%éﬁgr%nfaﬁen of the People Act, 1951, lists the appeal by a cindidate tovote or

e wrunity or language or the use of, or appeal to religious symbols for the fur-
thérance of the prospects of the election of that candidate or for prejudicially
2iffacting the election of any candidate as corrnpt practices. :

. Section 123 (3A) of the Act says the promotion of, or attempt to promote, feel-

“his of enmity or hatred between different classes of he citizens of Indig on
“iErounds of religion, race; vaste, community, of language, by a candidate for the
;5‘ Hetance of the prospects of the election of that candidate or for prejudicial-

affecting the élection of any candidate.

¥EThe MCC dssued by the Election Commission of India wants parties to con- B
“Fhie eriticisny of other political parties to {heir polictes-and programmes, past

_;%‘geqi.'dr and work. ‘Parties and candidates shall refrain from critieism ol all
workers of gther parties,” as per, the second item on the MCC. The third one
3 there shall benio appeal to tdste or comanunal feelings forsecuring votes.
&t ey the casé, how s it that the leaders of the ruling party, including
. EBFime Ministér Narendra Modi, openly question the choice of fooll of upposi-

“Hion parties and saying it 1§ meant to insult the majority of the people in the

cowniry? )

Mr Modi took ohiection to INDIA Bloe leaders “enjoying mutton” and fish in
themonth, of Sawan arid camé to the conclusion that they wanted to “provoke
the people of the comtry with Mughal mentality. How do religious practices of

. E@t&m e madé a deterininant on deciding the conduct of anotheér? How are

“$he aspectéof private life, not connected with the public activities of the lead-
or workers of other parties” made a point to criticise the leaders of opposi-

S b _‘_§}_$? 3 4 A - :

ere are theocratic nations on fhe earth which have laws to regulate peo-

vs chotoe of food. In fact; sofne Islamic nations have put restrictions on peo-

%m food during the fasting period in the month of Ramzan, as per the

Sadicts of thepeligion, However, even thosenations have progressively relaxed

“ach vestrictions as time hiag gone by and have got off the observation posis on

privatelives. . L g o

There are paople on the ground who would fan religious sentiments in their
bid to gaimper votes; there is only so much that a regulator can control such

ihractices. But it must remind people-dn responsibie positions that they should

“#Hllow the norms the Constitution, the taw and the MCC dictate.

#0trhe Prime Minister should ideally:check if there Is enough on the plate of

1 Indian, ifistead of commenting on its confents, Victory in anelection con-
ate in a fair manner woulid be more enjoyable than those come by unfair
- Byneans. 1t is tivne the country went kack to the basics in the conduct of elec-
+fions. ' ; : i

i3

Al

P ain from vpting for any person on the ground of his religion, race, caste, .

5 of private ife; not cormecied with the public activities of the leadersor .

%
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U sines the BJP MLA was not
present in'the house,
-The summons asked. hiim
to appear for questioning
“before April 21. Aecording to

. theFIR Satish one of the
- persons arrested duringthe -
.sejzure ‘at Tambaram rail-

way. statlon told the police

to -the .voters. by Nainai
Nagendran,

1 The report said the arfest
- ed pérsons, Sathish, Naveer:

il Perumal, were workng

i i Biue Iffmmm& hotsl
Nainar
- mChennaz The

by

report .. Perur

received the ‘m;lley smtcase

containing money from

0. ‘Aasaithambi at Nattukotfai
" Chettiar hotel in the city

The police called four per-
sons, including BJP func-
tionary Govardhan, -for
mvestigation re%rdmg the

‘seizure. He is the party’s

state industrial wing deputy

pmsident and a cii}sa rela-
tive: of Nainar, Nagendran,
On behalf of Govardhan,
his son Kishore appeared

. before the 'ptiﬁm-fer ques-

toning,

" He said his father could -

ot speak since he was suf-
fenng from throat cancer.
“Kishore said he did not
know how the money came
to the hotel. When police

* asked him aboutthe absence

of - CCTV cameras in the

“hotel, he said they were not

function] ing from . April 28.
The police have Tasued sum-

‘mons to the three persons, .

Satish, Murugan & and
Perumal, who were armsted
with the money.

On April 7, a téeam of E{‘

~officials and Tambaram

potice seized ¥3.99 crore, car-

vied in six bags as bundles of

Rs. 500 notes, and arvested.
three persons working at

 Blue Diamond hotel.
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pate of a-chicken biriyani

as Rs. i8G and mut— ‘

o chargé for
ki Qgram and not

{3
2up. Kven water bott’les
distriby
are caley at Rs. 20 pet
bottle and buttermilk at
; price. The. fotal
expenses. attowed for.a
candidate is Re. 95 lakh
and y even i chicken
blrzyam packeis  were
gwen to 1,000 cadres at a

mugic - bands. 2l

dances ad{i o pefil expens«» -
. B8,
Usmlly, partms ami can-.
didates submit the report
“on fodd expenses but, this
time, the poll observers_ .
themselves are estxmatmgl

orders

» the padre.

f,tmg, zt wﬂi add Rs. 1.5
Jakh to the expenses. In
such feasts, water bottles;
tea or coffee should also be
givet to the cadre,
In'Coimbators, the price

' of twa idlis is fixed at Rs.

45, vada at Rg. 25 and pon-
gal at Bs. 60, whiile the rate
for migals an{l vegetarian

: ’b]r1§;3m is fixed at RS 100
- in.Chennad,

stiglly, caterers get bulk
for supply -~ of
biriyani packsts with side
dishes of fish er mutton
fry but this time such
ord.c,rs veere not received

. oven in Tiruchy where the.
. hig meetings are atcompa:

nied by biriyahi feast for
cadve and people, Some of

v the famous caterers such

as NNVR Biriyani catering
services, who were ready
with the required work-
ors, say. that the orders
were very few and the
campdlgn tself is going to
end in another two days.
During. elections, all
places where people gath-
er in large numbers such

as the market, main roads
and bus stands wear a fes-,
tive jook. But, duririg this
eldation, the venue where
the candidate and the cam-

pmgners address gather-
ings -alone 'is decorated.

Plantain trees, which are

used for decoration, are
fixed at'Rs. 700, while fés-

toons cost Rs. 310 per

- tneire -and flower decora-

tions are estimated at Rs.
€5 por metre, Even the rate
of “one balloon is Bs. &
while a garland cost is
between Rs. 250 and Rs.
400; based un the size. Tor
arranging folk dance, the
expenses are ca}culated at
Re. 10,000 for four hours
and the music band’s fixed
cost is Rs. 4,500 for three
hours, .

In the sixties and even in
the eighties, party cadre
in Tamil Nadu used to sip
a single cup of tea and
carry out the campaign.
But, the single tea era
slowly changed . to
‘hiriyani times’ in the last
three decades. '
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HC seeks ECI repiy on DMK’s plea

over pre cemﬁe

_ Part B of the Handbook re-

R SIVAKiiMAR @Chermaé ‘i.

THE. Madras High Court on
Monday divected the Election

_Commission of India (ECI) to

file a reply fo the petition
moved by the DMK, cha&lengw
ing the legality of a clause in

the rules governing the pre- -

certification of poll advertise:
ments by political parties

.which statex that appeals

against the decisions of the
Chief Electoral Officer {CEO)
catr be filed ouly hefore ﬂlﬁ Su-
prame Court, -~ . .

The first bench. of C}maf
Justice SV Gangapurwala and
Justice J Sathya Narayana
Prasad, after hearing the peti-
tion challenging the vires of

_Clatise §.8 of the Handbook for

CEOs ané DEOs on Media

_Matters 2@241 alnng_mththree

the reply on Ap¥il. ;
journed the hearihg to the
same date.

The petition was fﬂec‘; by
former MP and DMEK’s Organ-
isation Secretary RS Bharathi;
challenging Clause 3 {(3.8) -

leased o August 24, 2023. It

provides for filing appeals
against the decisions.of the
State Level Media Certifica-
tion and Momtormg Commit-
fee (SLE\&QMC), headed by the .
CEO, on pre-certification of
poll advertisements only be-
fore the SC.

Appearing for the petitioner,
former Advecate General R
Shanmugasundaram noted
that the state election authori-
ties are performmg public du-
ties afid are therefore instru
mentalities of the state-whose
action can be subiected to judi-
cial review by the high court.

“Clause 3. 8 violates the ha-

sic structure of the Constitu-

LA

ion of election ads

tion,” hetold the court.

He termed the decision of
the State Level Certification
Committee (SL.CC) and the
SLMCMC to reject the DMK's
application for pre-certifica-
tion of advertisements, includ-
ing the one where Stalin calls
for protecting India, as arbi-
trary and done mechanically
without application of the .
mind. :

Citing the SC judgement in
L Chandrakumar Vs Unionof
India (1997, the senior coun-

-3¢l said the appeal against the
CEO’s decision could be chal-
ienged before the high court
and sought g direction..

Representiiig the ECI, advo-
cate Niranjan Rajagopalan
submitted that the decisions. -
of the SLMCMC cannot be
challenged before the high .
courthutcanbe elom only be- -,
fore the top court. He stgted,k
that an order of the apex ggurt
in this regard has also been ex-
tended from time to time dur-
ing elections.

- However, the bench asked
him to explain whether such
an order was extended to the
current polls as well.




Chenﬁatﬁhief ﬁlecmml Officer
Satyabrata Sahto on Monday said
that poll campaignsarenot -

allowed from 6 pm on Aprit ¥/,

48 hours befdréthe potling ends.
 Addressing reportersonthe
spngoing election process, Sahgo
disclosed that 4,169 comptaints
were received via C-VIGIL, with
'3,350.of therm resolved, 383
dismissed as false, and 34 pending.
‘Regarding booth slip distribution,
he stated that 92.80% have been
distributed, with returning officers
tasked t¢ provide slips to those |
still missing. Providing details
about the postal ballots, he
spacified thatAprit 17 is the _
eadling for dropping them off at
centres.and later it will
to Tirlichy after sorting out
lse and the postal ballots
will be sent torespective

constituencies. ENS
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&ximess NEWS SERVICE
@Chenna!

THE s*tate transpczrt depa -
donday @ppealed to

planning to travel
to their natives to cast their
votes for the Lok Sabha elec-
tion to consider scheduling
their jmme’y elther on April 16

State Express 'I‘remsport ¢
_ O

said that neaﬂy Qfa% of seatson
2,002 regular services and 1,785
sgsamai services, seheduled to
departfrom Chennai to various
destinationsacross the statecn
April 18, have been regserved.

“03:; Aprﬂ 16, there are 29,608
vacant seats, Whﬂe on Apm}; 17,
24 833 seats are vacant. €0m~

Managing Di-

muters travelling to their na-

tives areencouraged to advance

their travel plans-to avoid over-
rowding on April 18 ” Mohan

- said.

Ahead of the pollmg on s&prﬂ

19, the transport department

announced the operation of
10,214 buses on April 17 and 18.

: Additmnaﬁsg 3 060 special bus-

es are set to operate from other

“ parts of the state on these two

days.
Similarly, for the yeturn jour-

ney after the elections, 8804

buses are scheduled to operate
on April20 and 21. Buses bound
for deita and southern districts,
Tiruvannamalai,- Aviyalur,
Thittakudi and other areas will
depart from Kilambakkam Ka-
laignar Centenary Bus Termi-

- nus (KCBT).

oy



aters Were fﬂi}?c 'foclimb -f depar from
on topof b&ses ﬁn{it;:avel- B Che ilﬂﬁiﬂﬁdﬂiﬁ“on

; "Emse& wﬂl cﬂtﬁnest
yapious: ‘other districts in :
© ‘thestate, ‘hesaid. %
: The gwernmeﬁt has re-:
“gﬁasted PasSengers: 1o re-

seryeticketsonlinetoavo id *
“chaos as seats are fmmg
ceording. 1o {)ffimal
7,000 out of the 31,300 !
i Emses scheduledto &
| Wednesday, ha’%

servmas"frﬁm va
- terminuses ~gaid S i
- gankar,  state trans

niinister. Tagether around’ . de
7150 buses will b@ aperate;i-_=. e
froni Chennal O n Wedhes: oDt
day and Thurs;day Am;thar.. ali
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semo:r @G ofﬁeertold ’I‘ﬁl
... The officer added ‘that
‘ ave been taking
] airfields, * both
- public-and private, across.
%%;he country to ensure that
hke cash

’i{mk to X, mmg that “11‘2!
steadof removing the NIA
; DG and SP, BC-and BIP
Porun P 0. j{;olls, a 1di§§fm‘t &3}108& m deploy minions
i magistrates, - superintend-  from T (dept) to search
E ents of police and enforce- amirau;mychopperandse
i ment gencies were told to curlty @grsonnal foday, re-
: o thmginﬁofmﬁiﬁgs”




'Pf’k'%”? 1 TI“ﬁ f»“g’“‘:
*Aéw,) *;1

.- BhadtLsaln@timesgroup.com

| selzing 7100 cron
mdncements ‘each da

algn added, the value of pra-
gr;m:;m ‘seiztires of cash, 1i-
e, drugs aﬁd other i‘ree—

3113%@ :
While: tha highest cash
eizums 80 far have h@an iw

i&ighest preciﬁus
meta}saimres o
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night

party cagdre campﬁigned beyonﬁ
the permitted time and blocked
the road lagt Sinday. i

Simitarky, the. Sizlgaﬁéﬂur
police registered g cage against |
%mlama}al a;as:i hIS pa:{’ty fune-

IPC hased on a-com-

'-p}amtlbdgec} by deputystatetas
officer Akilandeswari, who led !

an election flying squad team.

Alkilandeswari alleged that An-

namalai and his parfy cadre

were: r&glstere@
E1’;‘oirrﬁ:sasljaﬁsmB&i"P‘*

‘tionartes c}mrg%&blacking
. the road and unlawfilly assem- |
? bhng@n?mgchyﬁoadonSmiay

-

cﬁnns 143, 286, ;‘«?‘;;9-3 and

campaigned beyand the permit-

fod time and assemibled unlaw-
fully, causing-hindranes to the
public and trafﬁ ’

\
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

strumentakties of *%he state
%6 action can be subject-
to judicial review by the
gh court. Clause 8.8isinvi:
* olation of the basic struicture
L 'e bons,titutmn,” the"gar

Relying ona Supmne
ourt Judgmeni the party
ddded that the apex courthas
made ttclearthat nd‘amreal

‘bunal will directly lie b before
ihe Sup?eme C(mrt i

, ’ ione’ -’the
SLMGMC eaded byt eCEO
cannag’}% challenged before
- the high courts but it can be
.. dotie only. beforg the Su-
- premeCourt.

it I'hé Supreme Couitt] itself
passed séveralj "

X ; ' thm’rs aid frof timetotime,
5.7 -RET said, Recording the sub-
mi‘;sae}mx the benech directed
- e commission ‘o clarify
~ whether the order applies'to
,t};e ;‘:u}:rent glgctiof also.and

edtheifzearmg
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F 5 APR 702

an SC al(};;e: hcar |

* Chie Justice SV G
Justice d SuthvaNa
aske:i the %‘:C 10 ith

4 represel :
¢y the EC rejected’ths ax;@lxcatmn on
L fimsy grounds ¢

Nivanjan Rwaﬁal submitted that
patitmn challenging rejection of
gif‘én:ertlﬁca’non order can be heard
otily By the Supreme Court, wnder
regtﬂaim 3.80f ?fandbeﬁk of Iviedz@
Matters L
After the: sutﬁmxssmn the bench
wondered how can the BC circulate
sudh resulation by taking away the
power.of the High Co ’e:émer Article -
- 226 of the Constitition.’
The bench divected the BG1o
respond regarding regulation Fnand
posted the niatter to Agrm 17 for
further subm'issmn '
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