ONOE bills to be tab
in Lok Sabha on Monday

Propose To Insert New Article On Simultansous PoHs
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New Delhi: In the procesed
oills on ‘one nation, one alsc-
tion’ {(ONOE), 1o be tabled in
tha Lok Sabhaon Mcnday tha
govt hes argued that there is
an imperative nead for hold-
ing simultaneous salestions
for various reasons as polis
have become sxpensive and
' ume-consnmmg

7 In the Constitution (129th)
: Amendment Biil, 2024, the
¢ govthasstated that the impe-
: sitionof a Model Code of Con-
i duct in several parts of the
: country that are poll-bound
i puts on hold the entire devel-
: opment programmes and
: causes disruption of normal
i publiclife,

The bill proposes to insert
anew Article 32A — simulta-
neous elections to the House
of thePeople (Lok Sabha)and
all legislative assembliss —

‘AJ("J RAUL: The govt nas
argued that there is an Impar-
ativa need for hoiding simulta-
negus 2iections for various
reasons as polls hava becoma
axpensive and time-consuming

and to amand Article 83 (Du-
ration of Houses of Parlis-
ment), Article 172 (Duration
of State Legislanurss)and Ar-
ticle327 (powsrof Parliasmsent
to makes provisior with re-
spect to elections o Lagisla-
tures).

In case of dissoludon of

‘]c, 19 - !J_J

Pt ol

ths House of £
lg gb*a:r.e
than tha 2
Houseof thePeopl
iglativa assambly; #
the Housa orassembly consti-
tuted pursuant o electons
shall be for the unexpired
term of the House or the as-
sembly " thebili szatad.

The Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Biil, 2024,
proposastomaks ‘consaguen-
tial amendments’ to the Gov-
srnment of Union Territories
Act, 1563, {=elared to Pudu-
cherry), the Government of
National Capital-Territory of
Delki Acr, 1881, and the Jam-
muand KashmirReorganisa-
tion Act, 2019, to ‘alizn the
holdingof simuitaneousalac-
tions' along with the Lok Sab-
ha and state assemblies. Del-
hi, Puducharry, and J&K are
tha three UTs with lagislatve
assembliss.
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s é]ly Congress to

stop whmgmg about EVMs

“Those unhappy with EVM results should boycott polls’

New Delhi, Dec. 15:

another point of
friction with an important
ally, Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Omar
Abdullah has dismissed
the Congress party’s vehe-
ment objection” fto
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs), and
echoed the BJP's defence
— "you can’t accept elec-
tion results when you win,
and blame EVMs when
you lose”.

“When you get a hun-
dred plus members of
Parliament using the
same EVMs, and you cele-
brate that as sort of a vic-
tory for your party, you
can’t then a few months
later turn around and
say.. We don't like these
EVMs because now the
election results aren't
going the way we would
like them fo," Mr
Abdullah told P1T in an
exclusive interview on
Friday.

Told that he sounded
suspiciously like a BJP

Omar Abdullah
spokesman, Mr Abdullah
reacted with “God forbid!"
He then added: “No, it's
just that... What's right is
right.” He said he speaks
based on principles rather

than with partisan loyalty
and cited his support for
infrastructure projects
like the Central Vista as
an example of his inde-
pendent thinking.
“Contrary to what every-
body else believes, I think
that what's happening
with this Central Vista
project is a damn good
thing. I believe construct-
ing a new Parliament
building was an excellent

idea. We needed a new
Parliament building. The
old one had outlived its
utility," he said.

The CM said parties
should not contest elec-
tions if they do not trust
the voting mechanism. “If
you have problems with
the EVMs, then you
should be consistent in
those problems,”. he said
while replying to a ques-
tion about whether he
thinks that the Opposition
in general and the
Congress, in particular, is
barking up the wrong tree
by focusing on EVMs.

After its loss in the
Haryana and Maharash-
tra Assembly polls, the
Congress has expressed
doubts about the EVIM’s
infallibility and the elec-
_tion outcome. It has
demanded a return to the

paper ballot.

Mr Abdullah’s com-
ments add to his National
Conference party's unhap-
piness with the
Congress. —PTI



Key reasons for ‘'ONOE’
funds and time, says bill

MEw vELy, There is an imperative need
for holding simultaneous zlections for
various reasons as polls have becoms
expensive and time-consuming, accord-
ing to the proposed bill being brought to
implement the ambitious ‘one nation,
one election’ plan.

According “fo the constitution amendment
pill listzd for introduction in the Lok Sabha
on Monday, the impasition of a Moedel Code of
Conduct in several parts of the couniry that
are poll-bound puts on hold the entire deyai-
opment programmes and causes disrupton

{(power of Pariiament to make provision with
raspect to alections o Legislatures).

The bill also provides that after its enact-
men:, a notification is to be issued by the
President on the dats of the first sitting of the
Lok Sabha after a generai election, and that
date of the notification will be called the ap-
pointed date.

Tha tenurs of the Lok Sabha will be five
vaars from thatappointed darte.

The tenure of all state Assamblies, consti-
tuted oy alsctions 15 the Legislative Assem-
bliss after the appointed date and befors the
expiry of the full trm of the House oi the Peo-

of normal public life. ple, skell come 10 an 2nd on the expiry of the

Frequent poll code {nll term of the Lok 3abha.
imposition also impacts  The hill 38243 10 insert a naw “Thersafter, all genaral
the functioning of ser- i n d elections to the House of
e s e article in the Constitution an o Petoloend ABLARAle

involvement of man-
rower from their core
activities for deploy-
ment for prolonged pe-
ricds for alection duties, the ‘Constitution
(129th) Amendment Bill, 2024" underlined.
The bill seeks to insert a new articie in the
Constitation and amend three articles to put
in place the mechanism to hold simultaneous
polls to the Lok Sabha and stats Assemblies.
The bill proposes fo insert a new articiz
32A - simultaneous slections to the House of
the People (Lok Sabha) and all legisiative as-
semblies and to amend Article 85 (Duration
of Houses of Parliament), Article 172 (Dura-
tion of State Legislaturss) and Article 327

amend thres articles to hold
simultanenos polls o the
Lok Sahka and Assemblies

tiva Assemblies snall be
nald together simultane-
ously,” it explained.

“In case of dissolution
of the House of the Paopis or a Legislativa As-
sembly, sooner than the full term of the
House of the Pecple or the Legislative Assem-
bly, the term of the House or Assembly con-
stitutad pursuant to elections shall be for the
unexpired tarm of the House or the Assem-
bly,” it explained.

The bill also pointed out that the ganeral
electicns to the Housa of tha People and ali
Siafs Legiziativa Aszembliss were held si-
muitansously in the years 1951-32, 1337, 1962
and 1847



