The. Y'mel aF TWASS,

Dodeb 1S9 a9,

Cong petitions
EC over PM, Shah
slanderous talks

New Delhi: Accusing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit Shah of
making divisive and slander-
ous statements in election ral-
lies, Congress on Thursday pet-
itioned the Election Commis-
sion seeking action against the
BJP leaders for violations of
election conduct rules.
Congress general secreta-
ry Jairam Ramesh wrote to
the ECI, giving details of the
speeches delivered by Modi
and Shah in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand. He said Modi in
his speeches accused Con-
gress leaders Jawaharlal Neh-
ru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi of being opposed to
SC, ST and OBCs, and repeat-
ed the unfounded charges in
various rallies. He said the
claims were clearly designed
to promotereligiousand caste
animosity He made similar
chargesagainstShah. tun

The W e C Erey)§5h)
D=t s\ 209),

Ban Modi,
Shah from
campaign,
says Cong,

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress has lodged a
complaint with the Elec-
tion Commission of India
(EC) against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah and
has demanded a ban on
the two leaders for the re-
mainder of the election
campaign in Maharashtra
and Jharkhand.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh, who filed the
complaint, termed the
BJP’s campaign “divisive,
false, and malicious”.

The complaint accused
Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah of
levelling “false allegations”
against the Congress’s pre-
sent and past leadership,
accusing them of being op-
posed to the interests of
SCs, STs and OBCs.

The Congress has de-
manded that criminal cas-
es be registered against
“individuals involved in
the BJP’s blatantly violative
electoral campaign”.

The party said that both
Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah
have falsely blamed the
Congress of “actively pro-
moting infighting” in these
three communities. The
party has submitted tran-
scripts of all the “objec-
tionable” comments to the
panel.

“To allow Narendra Mo-
di and the BJP to continue
to make these elections
about caste is ultimately a
disservice to the electo-
rate. Real issues such as so-
cial economic justice, de-
velopments in public
infrastructure and job
creation have been relegat-
ed to the background,” the
complaint said.
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