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EC, home min
discuss forces
for J&K polls

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission, which on Wednesday
reached an agreement with
the home secretaryregarding
extent of forcesto be deployed
for assembly polls in J&K,
may announce the schedule
any day after revised electoral
rolls for the UT are published
Aug?20, reports Bharti Jain.
“J&K administration is
geared to have an elected govt
sworn in Oct,” a govt function-
ary said, indicating a Sept poll
schedule. Like previous elec-
tions, polling in J&K will be
spread over 4-5 phases, added
another source. Home secreta-
ry Ajay Bhalla, who was in Nir-
vachan Sadan Wednesday to
discuss security arrangements
for J&K polls, is reportedly on
board with EC’s assessment of
security scenario in J&K and
the force logisties required to
ensure theirsmooth conduct.
Sources said a high num-
ber of central forces includ-
ing the CRPF and BSF will be
deployed for the polls in J&K.
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J&K poll news soon as Centre,
EC agree on force deployment

Admin Ready For Democratically-Elected Govt In Oct: Functionary

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission, which on
Wednesday reached an agree-
mentwith the Union homesec-
retary regarding the extent of
forces to be deployed for as-
sembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir, may announce the
electionscheduleany day after
the revised electoral rolls for
the Union Territory are pub-
lished on August 20.

“The J&K administration
is geared to have a democrat-
ically-elected government
sworn in sometime in Octo-
ber;,” a senior J&K govt func-
tionary told TOI, indicating a
September assembly poll
schedule. Like the previous
elections, the polling in J&K
will be spread over 4-5 phases
and last 3-4 weeks, added an-
other source. Home secretary
AjayBhalla, whowas in Nirva-

=

SPIRIT OF FREEDOM: llluminated Lal Chowk glows on the eve of 78th

PTI
..4. B 4

b . A Wi

Independence Day, in Srinagar on Wednesday

chan Sadan on Wednesday to
discuss the security arrange-
ments for J&K polls, is report-
edly onboard with EC’s assess-
ment of the security scenario
in J&K and the force logistics
required to ensure their
smooth conduct. Sources said
the EC, home ministry and
J&K govtareall fully geared to
conduct the first assembly
polls in UT since 2014, overrid-
ing security concerns like the

recent uptick in terrorist ac-
tivity, particularly in the Jam-
muregion, and intelligence in-
puts about Pakistan-based ele-
ments’ designs to disrupt the
polls by activating sleeper
modules withdirectionsto tar-
get candidates and campaign
activities. “There are reports
about plans by terrorist outfits
headquartered in Pakistan to
derail polls in J&K by getting
theirmen to carry out spectac-

ularattacksin the Kashmir re-
gion, particularly pockets of
Anantnag, Kulgam and Shop-
ian wheresome of their cadres
and supporters are still active.
In Jammu region, where for-
eignmilitantsare operatingin
the forests, the assessment
pointstolowrisk of their spill-
ingovertocivilian settlements
since they are more focused on
targeting security forces.
Someattempts may bemadeto
attack far-flung civilian settle-
ments in places like Doda but
the village defence groups
(VDGs) have been adequately
strengthened with automatic
arms and training,” a J&K
government officer told TOL

He added that the J&K po-
lice and forces have plans in
place to thwart and counter at-
tempts by Pakistan-based
forces’ to derail the exercise to
install a democratically-elect-
edgovtinJ&K.



