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Five Independent candidates

N

file nominations on day one

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

The filing of nominations |

for the July 10 byelection to
the Vikravandi Assembly
constituency began on Fri-
day, with five Independent
candidates  submitting
their papers. ;

While the candidates of
major political parties, in-
cluding the ruling DMK,
did not file their nomina-
tions on the first day, Inde-
pendent candidates start-
ed arriving at the taluk’
office in Vikravandi to do
SO =

trict, was the first to file his
nomination. Wearing a gar-
land of currency notes in

e denomination of 20 to
00, Mr. Aalvar flum-,
moxed election officials
when he paid the deposit
of 10,000 in coins. Re-
turning Officer M. Chan-
drasekhar deployed offi-
cials to count the coins. It
took them more than 30
minutes to complete the
task.

AgmAalvar, of Pennaga-
ram in: Dharmapuri dis-

L it i

An Independent candidate filing'his nohination with the Returning
Officer for the Vikravandi Assembly constituency on Friday.

Then came ‘Election
King’ K. Padmarajan,
whose name figures in the
Limca Book of World Re-
cords as the most unsuc-
cessful candidate in elec-
tions. Mr. Padmarajan,
who has been contesting in
elections across the coun-
try for the past 35 years,
filed his nomination for the
242nd time.

Rajendiran, an Indepen-
dent candidate from Tiru-
chi, appeared before the
Returning Officer with a
‘garland of debit and credit

. cards, and asked the offi-

cial to use them to with-
draw the deposit amount.
However, the Returning Of-
ficer rejected his request,
following which the candi-
date filed his papers and
left. :

Noor Mohammed, of

. Coimbatore, and Ramesh,

of Namakkal, also filed
their nominations.

The last date for the fil-
ing of nominations is June
21. The nominations will be
scrutinised on June 24.
Candidates can withdraw
their nominations till June
26. -
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Chennai/Villupuram:
PMK, a constituent of Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA), would contest the
Vikravandi bypoll scheduled
on July 10, said BJP state
president K Annamalai,
Annamalai in a press re-
lease on Friday said leaders
of all constituent parties of
the NDA had unanimously
decided that PMK would con-
test the Vikravantli bypoll.
Meanwhile, Naam Tami-
lar Katchi (NTK) has fielded
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PMK will contest in Vlkravand1
BJP; NTK announces candidate

homeopathy doctor Abinaya
Ponnivalavan, 28, as its can-
didate for the bypoll. NTK
chief coordinator Seeman
made an announcement in
thisregard on Friday.

DMK has already fielded
Anniyur Sivaasitscandidate
for the Vikravandi constitu-
ency.

ATADMK and DMDK
which fought the LS polls to-
gether but did not win even a
single seat are vet to decide
which party would contest
the bypoll. The seat fell va-
cant after DMK MLA N Pu-

S OF INDIA

gazhenthi, 69, died in April
this year after a prolonged ill-
ness.

Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee (TNCC) has
formed an 18-member elec-
tion committee to evolve
strategies for the victory of
its alliance partner DMK'’s
candidate in the bhypoll, said
TNCC president K Sglvape-
runthagai. The committee in-
cluded former TNCC presi-
dents K V Thangabalu, E V K
S Elangovan, M Krishnasa-
my, Su Thirunavukkarasar
and K§ Alagiri.



DT Next
115 JUN 2024

5

 Law Ministry’s push to table
report on simultaneous polls

Plans afoot to get Cabinet nod for one nation, one electzon as part of 100-day agenda

NEW DELHI: The Union Law

Ministry plans to place before

the Cabinet the report of the
high-level committee on ‘one
nation, one election’ “at the
earliest” as part of the
100-day agenda of the
Legislative Department, '

. sources sa.id on Friday. =

Abead of the Lok Sablia elec- 2

tions, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had directed all union
ministries and departments to
draw up_a-100-day agenda for
the.next government.

The high-level committee on
‘one nation, one election’, headed
~ by former president Ram Nath

Kovind, submitted its report to
President Droupadi Murmu on
* March 15, recommending simul-

.Former President and chief of the panel Ramnath Kovind

submitting the report to Presldem Droupadi Murmu (file)

taneous elections for Lok Sabha
and state assemblies as.the first

step followed by synchronised  Group' to look into the execution

local body polls within 100 days.

. The panel had propesed set-

ting up an ‘Implementatio

of the recommendations.

Simultaneous polls will help
save resources, spur develop-
ment and social cohesion, deep-
en “foundations of the demo-
cratic rubric” and help realise
the aspirations of “India, that is
Bharat", the panel had said,

1t has recommended prepara-
tion of a common electoral roll
and voter ID cards by the Elec-
tion Commission in consultation
with state election authorities.

At present, the Election Com:
mission of India is responsible
for Lok Sabha and assembly
polls, while polls for municipali-
ties and panchayats are managed
by state election commissions.

* The panel has recommended
18 constitutional amendments,
most of which will not need rat-
ification by State Assemblies.
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