EC to talk to home secy

on J&K security today

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission will hold con-
sultations with the Union
home secretary on Wednes-
day toassess the security sit-
uation in Jammu and Kash-
mir ahead of scheduling as-
sembly polls in the Union
territory, besides discussing
possible challenges and con-
cerns as well as availability
of security forces.

Some key concerns like-
ly to come up during the de-
liberations between EC —
represented by CEC Rajiv
Kumar and election com-
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logistics to protect candi-
dates, campaign meetings
and electors, particularly as
therecentuptickin terrorist
activities in Jammu region
has led to redeployment of
forces to secure the moun-

missioners Gyanesh Kumar  taintops and counterforeign
and S S Sandhu—and Union terrorists hiding there.
home secretary Ajay Bhalla
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EC will hold J&K polls with
all layers strengthened: CEC

pFromP1

+ ' ven Kashmir districts like Knlgam and Anantnag
| have seen attacks on security personnel of late,
‘and counter-terror operations are underway to
trace and neufralise the perpetrators.
EC sourcestold TOI that therequirement of securi-
ty forces for poll deployment is assessed as “very high”
F==wa as their stepped-up presence is crucial
; to creating a conducive security atmo-
sphereforcampaigningand polling. Al-
50, over 16,000 personnel will be needed
to extend security to an average 15 can-
/| didates in each of J&K’s 90 assembly
¥ " constituencies. 2
“Democracy is to be strengthened layer by layer..
increasing voting percentage is just one layer, the oth-
ers being facilitating participation by a large number
+ of candidates, more poll rallies and meetings and the
wider use of IT applications. EC is committed to hold-
ing the polls in J&K with all the layers strengthened,”
CEC Rajiv Kumar told TOI. Some other factors to be
considered by EC are climatic conditions in J&K; apple
harvesting season; and expected seasonal migration of
nomadic tribes like Gujjars and Bakarwals from the -
higher reaches tolower ground, etc, over Sept and Oct.

" EChad indicated its intent to hold J&K polls within
the Sept 30 deadline set by Supreme Court by announc-
ing the special summary revision of electaral rolls in
J&K and other poll-bound states in June.
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