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INDIA bloc wins 10 of 13 seats
in Assembly bypolls; BJp gets 2

Congress and Trinamool win fouf seats each; BJP wins in Hamirpur of Himachal Pradesh, Amarwara of Madhya Pradesh:

AAP retains Jalandhar West of Punjab; Independent candidage pulls off an upset over RJD and JD(U) in Bihar’s Rupauli seat

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

NEW DELHI

10 out of 13 Assembly
seats where bypolls
were held, while the BJP
managed to wrest only
two, the Election Commis-

] NDIA bloc Darties won

sion declared on Saturday.

The results of the July 10
Assembly bypolls, which
were held just over g
month after the Lok Sabha
election, were encouraging
for the Opposition coali-
tion, which had restricted
the BIP to 240 seats in tha
Lok Sabha. _
While the Congress and
Trinamool Congress won
‘four seats each, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), and an Indepen-
dent won one seat each.
The best news for the
Congress came from Hima-

Poll triumph

Here is the list of winners

of byelections in 13 Assembly - 4
constituencies in seven States = - WY

Raiganj

Maniktala

Manglaur

Ranaghat Dakshin | West Bengal
West Bengal
West Bengal
Uttarakhand i Cangress

Dehra
Nalagarh

Trinamoal

"f Supporters celebrate
] theparty'svicmry in
. Ranaghat Dakshin
SN constituency. pri

Himachal Pradesh Congrass
Himachal Pradesh | Congress

T Hamirpur
Trinamool 2mice

| Himachal Pradesh

BJP

Amarwara
Trinamool

Vikravandi Tamil Nadu DMK
Jalandhar West ‘ Punjab AAP

Madhya Pradesh | BJp

| Bihar

ki
Independent

Badrinath Uttarakhand | Congress Rupauli
chal Pradesh, where it won tated after three Indepen-
tWo constituencies — Deh-  dents withdrew support to

ra and Nalagarh — while
only Hamirpur went to the
BJP. With this, the Con-
gress has returned to its

original strength of 40
MLAs in the State.

The bypoll in Himachal
Pradesh had been necess;-

the Congress and joined
the BJP. The position of
Chief Minister Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu was‘further
strengthened with his wife
Kamlesh Thakur winning
from Dehra.

There was also good

news for the Congress in
Uttarakhand, with the par-
ty retaining the Badrinath
seat. The sitting MLA from
the seat Rajendra Singh
Bhandari, who had defact-
ed to.the ruling BJP, was
defeated by the Congress’s
Lakhapat Singh Butola,
Trying to project a larger

political message in the Ba-
drinath victory, Congress
MP Manickam Tagore post-
ed on X, saying, “Hate de-
feated & love won in Ayod-
hya in Loksabha... Again
Hate defeated & love won
in Badrinath today.”

The party also wrested
the Manglaur seat in Utta-
rakhand from the Bahujan
Samaj Party; the bypoll
was held after the death of
sitting MLA Sarwat Karim
Ansari.

In West Bengal, the Tri-
namool Congress conti-
nued to reign supreme,
wresting three seats from
BJP, namely Raiganj, Ra-
naghat Dakshin, and Bag-
da. In all three seats, BJP
MLAs had switched sides,

CONTINUED oN
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INDIA bloc wins 10 seats
in Assembly bypolls

The Trinamool also retained the Mamktalal Psl?:?:;\b
It was revenge time for the AAP in MJIA
where it trounced Jalandhar West’s ig:tlgg bin
Sheetal Angural, who had defec'ted to the BJP. e
was defeated by the AAP’s Mohinder Bhagat, w
had incidentally been her_ BJP rival in 2022. Shan
In the Rupauli seat in Bihar, n}dependent .
kar Singh pulled off an upset win over mflilda::e :
Dal (United) and Rashtriya Janata Dal cagefectiorl
The bypoll had been necessitated by the
of JD(U) MLA Bima Bharti to the RJD._

D wins in M.P.
%1; g}];;ot some solace from the Amartv;arg }?:;t
in Madhya Pradesh, where Kamlesh Praf pt ugﬁ
who had switched sides to the BJP, won a OSah
contest against Congress candidate Dheeran
1.
Sm]c);; glwaAmarwara, which is part of the
Chhindwara region, known as senior _Cm}gres§c
leader Kamal Nath’s pocket borough, is sx%mﬁcz:lrea_
as it comes at a time when the party has been
cimated in the Lok Sabha election in the State. :
In Tamil Nadu, the DMK sea{ed its dc_arnmam%li
in the State with its candida_te m.the VIk'rthali 3
seat Anniyur Siva emerging victorious agaspsc .
tali Makkal Katchi candidate Anbx_Jmamf 11 wy
67,757 votes. The bypoll was necessnatﬁili ollo
ing the death of DMK MLA N. Pugazhen hi.
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DMK sweeps Vikravandi

byp()ll VVith huge margin

G. BABU JAYAK
D. SEKAR|DC i
CHENNAI, JULY 13

Proving its invincibj
. m i
In the state’s pg}?tlilég
:rena. the ruling DMK
ﬂ:veep‘:ft_ the by-glection to
1 'ikravandi Assembly
dt_:élsntuency with its can-
péﬂ%ﬁg lgimiy’ur Siva
ling 1,24,053
against r_ival PI\‘;I%?SS %S
bumani getting 56,296
I‘Eotes and Naam Tamﬁar
atchi candidate Abinaya
garnermg.lo,b‘oz votes
€ margin of victory.

DMK candidate
Anniyur Siva’s mar-
gin of 67,757 votes is
several times 9,573
votes, the margin the
DMK candidate got in
the 2021 election,

6.7,757 votes, i

times 9,573, the Igarsgej;rletlilael

3 candidate got in the
021 election, The

MEK, which had come

second last time, however

gld not contest the bypo]i
eld to fill the vacancy

caused by the i
gway of incumbenlt)iizﬁgig-
Date N. Puzhalenthi of the
EP;IIII{IjI;l_Aprﬂ. :
olling was held in
pr.edom.maptly rural C(t)};ﬁ
ggtugncy in Villupuram
a tt;ulzg on July 10, along
v constituencies j
six other states a.ndcéginlﬂ
g was held on Saturda
gt the Government I-Iif.;hm}f
econdary  School  in
P’ia%ayapuram.
ough there were 9
Be}vndldates in the fray, tﬂg
MK took an early Ieefd,

ap7

DMK SWEEPS VIKRAVANDI
BYPOLL WITH HUGE MARGIN

'FROM PG1

prompting the party
cadre to break into cele-
brations, all over the
state, particularly at their
headquarters, Anna
Arivalayam, on Chennai’s
Anna Salai. Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin vis-
ited the headguarters,
where the who’s who of
-the party landed to con-
gratulate him.
Describing the electoral
triumph as a continua-
- tion of the INDIA coali-
tion’s success story that
began in 2019, Mr Stalin,
in his message, noted that
the alliance has frumped
their rivals in 11 of the 13
Assembly seats that went
to polls on Wednesday.
The BJP was refusing to
learn that respecting the
sentiments of the states
was important to run a
government and a party

despite the repeated drub-
bing that it has been get-
ting in elections, he said,
‘adding that  the
Vikravandi result exem-
plified the success of the
schemes launched by the
DMK government.

He recalled the political
rivals embarking on a
derogatory  campaign
against the DMK and
thanked the people of
Vikravandi constituency
for reposing faith in his
government. The DMK
would continue its event-
ful journey of contintious
success, he said. ;

TNCC president K.
Selvaperunthagai con-
gratulated the Chief
Minister and the DMK for
the victory and said that
the voters of Vikravandi
have taught a lesson fo
the PMK that had pledged
its social justice princi-
ples by aligning.
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INDIA bloc wins 10/13

bypolls in

7 states, TMC gains 3 & Cong 3

Cong tally ri
40 in 68-seat

One Seat Win
For BJP; Narrow
Margin Victories

bFromP1

- 7 amlesh polled 32,737 votes
; (57.94%), while Singh got
1 % 93,338 votes (41.3%). Con-
gress’s Hardeep Singh Bawa
won Nalagarh against BJPsK
1, Thakur by 25,618 votes. BJP
won the Hamirpur seat by a
narrow margin of 1571 votes
with Ashigh Sharma polling
27,041 votes against Congress'’s
Pushpinder Verma's 25,470
votes. Wednesday's bypolls
were necessitated after three
former independent MLAs —
Hoshiyar Singh, Ashish Shar-
ma, K L Thakur — resigned in
March and joined BJE.
With these two victories,
Congress has increased itstal-

[ 3

assembly bypoll on Saturday

WON WITH FLYING COLOURS: Congress workers celebrate the
victory of party candidate Lakhapat Singh Butola inthe Badrinath

1y from 38 to 40 in the 68-seat
Vidhan Sabha, while BJP's to-
tal seats have risen from 27 t0
28, Before the Feb rebellion,
when six of its MLAs left to
join BJR, Congress held 40
seats. On June 4, by winning
four of the six seats in the by-
polls, Congress had bolstered
its position from 34 to 38 seats.
Tn Uttarakhand, after suf-

fering a crushing defeat inthe
LS polls, where it lost all five
seats to BJE, Congress made a
strong comeback by winning
two assembly bypolls, with its
candidates Lakhapat Singh
Butola and Qazi Mohammad
Nizamuddin taking the Badri-
nath and Manglaur seats, re-
spectively. Butola won by 5,095
votes, defeating Rajendra

- = Bengal’s youngest legislator at
BJP Wins TWO INDEPENDENT WINS IN BIHAR 25 e done onth Vi
: : ; =% ST z T DA P T uparna defeat: ’s Binay
Seats | n M p State INDIA MDA | Ofhers . gymar Biswas by 33,455 votes,
& H . h |  West Bengal (4) | TMCA -« (+3)|BIPO(3 0()  while 66yearold Supti outdid
Himachal (3) c T 3y her husband and former mini-.
imachl [reeo low2sscd LRl 063" (& Sadhan Pandey of BJE by
T : ). |[Cong2e w (1) [BIPELO) . | OCH. | aifvoRs
e e long0cn |mpimcn |00 K SO sy
pposition INDIA bloc %17 ©  |PMKO® [0® - 50007votesinRaigan) —giving
parties secured 10 as- AAP 1 (0) 3P0 (0 0(0) _ TMC its first win in the consti-
won two and an independent RID 0 (0) D-UOCL) | 19(H)  defeated BJP'S Manoj Kumar
candidate clinchedoneasvotes 10 (+5) 12(-2) 1(-3) Biswasby39,048 votesinRanag-
were counted Saturday for by- P B Source: Election hat South, which TMC had last
polls held Wednesday for 13 Commizsion won 13 years ago. Both Kalyani
constituencies in seven states - Figues inbrackets  and Adhikari had joined TMO
_ four in Bengal, three in'Hi- indicate change after their 2021 assernbly wins,
machal Pradesh, two in Utta- inseatsfromlast  put had lost 2024 Lok Sabha
rakhand, and one each in Ptin- assemblypolls  pollsas Trinamool candidates.
jab, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar T I In Himachal, Congress can-
and Tamil Nadu, ' Lpamoo didate and chief minister
Trinamool Congress won COH% wori;ers Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu's wi-
allfour seafs in Bengal, wres- | O ceeoratein g Ramlesh Thakur defeated
ting three from BJP and refal: HEE OV SO Rerahet BJP's Hoshiyar Singh by 9,399
ning orne, taking its tally to 222 hat South, and Raiganj from Key wins included Supti votes inDehra.
inthe 294-seat Bengal assembly. BJP and retained Maniktala, Pandey in Manikiala and Mad- ol
The party took Bagda, Ranag- - ‘with bigmargins. huparna Thakur in Bagda — pCong tally rises, P13

ses from 38 to
Vidhan Sabha

Singh Bhandari, who had
switched from Congress to
BJP before LS polls. Nizamud-

" din's victory was by a slender
margin of 422 votes over BJP’s

Kartar Singh Bhadana.

In Madhya Pradesh, BJP's
Kamlesh Pratap Shah won the
Amarwara seat by 3,027 votes
against Congress's Dheeran
Sah Invati. Congress led until
the17th round, but BJP clawed
back in the 20" and 21 rounds.
BJP was elated as it succeeded
indismantling another strong-
hold of Congress stalwart Ka-
mal Nath. In both the 2018 and
0023 assembly elections, Con-
gress won all seven assembly
segments in Chhindwara,
which the former CM repre-
sented in LS for nine terms.
For the first time in 44 years,
BJP defeated Congress in
Chhindwara in an LS election,
with Vivek Bunty Sahu defeat-
ingKamalNath’s son Nakulby

overlllakhvotesthisyear
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INDIA bloc 10 seats, BJP 2 in key
Assembly bypolls across 7 states

NEW DELHI: In a boost to the
INDIA bloc, its constitu-
enis won 10 of the 13
assembly seats where
by-elections were held in
seven states, while the BJP
managed to bag two and an
Independent pocketed one
seat as votes were counted
on Saturday. :

The Congress won four seats -

two in BJP-ruled Uttarakhand
and two in Himachal Pradesh.
The TMC bagged all four seats

in West Bengal while the AAP
won the Jalandhar West seat
in ‘Punjab and the DMK in
Vikravandi constifuency in
Tamil Nadu.

The BJP won the Hamirpur
seat in Himachal Pradesh

. while Independent candidate

Shankar Singh clinched the
Rupauli seat in Bihar.

Voting was held in these
seats on July 10.

The Congress hailed the re-
sults, saying they “reflect the
changing political climate in

the couniry” and it has now
become clear that the web of
“fear and illusion woven by
the BJP has been broken”,

West Bengal Chief Minister
and TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee said the party will
dedicate the poll victories to
the “martyrs” on its July 21
Martyrs’ Day rally. Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav said the people
have reposed their faith in
BJP government’s “guarantee
of trust”,
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