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Field verification of voter applications
gets under way in Chennai district -

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Field verification of voter
applications received dur-
ing the Special Summary
Revision of Electoral Rolls
2025 is in progress across
the 16 Assembly consti-
tuencies of Chennai dis-
trict, according to the
Greater Chennai Corpora-

tion (GCC). As part of this
initiative, Additional Dis-
trict Election Officer and
Deputy Commissioner (Re-
venue and Finance) M. Bi-
rathiviraj on Thursday con-
ducted an inspection at the
residences of applicants in
the Anna Nagar Tower
Park area.

The Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) had de-

signated January 1, 2025 as
the qualifying date for the
revision, and directed that
special camps be held for
the inclusion, deletion,
and correction of names.
Applications submitted at
these camps have been
subjected to field verifica-
fion by the respective
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs).
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Can EC pull off simultaneous polls, wonders oppn

we have enough forces, in-
frastruciure?” Shiv Sena

Jharkhand election was held
in two phases.. If govern-

Congress Lok Sabha
member K Suresh said his

Opposition MPs gues-
tioned if the country is
logistically ready to hold

- simultaneons elections,

pointing out that recent synchronised with the
polls in Maharashtra and Lok Sabha and state
Jharkhand could not be assemblies so that the
held together with that in local polls are held within
Haryana and Jammu and 100 days of the holding of
Kashmir, the parliamentary and
Minister of State for Assembly elections
Agriculture  Bhagirath LA T T
Chaudhary welcomed the To synchronise the Lok

move and said, “One na-

(UBT) MP Anil Desai said.
“J&K, and Haryana elec-
tions could have been held
together with Maharashtra
but it was not done. Even the

ment has some solution it
can be discussed, but in pres-
ent situation it does not ap-
pear they can do it,” Desai
said.

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF KOVIND COMMITTEE
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NEW DELHI: Opposition habit to oppose everything.”
parties on Thursday “One Nation one election
raised concerns over sounds good, if the nation
bills cleared by the can go in that direction,
government for holding nothing like it. But what is
simultaneous elections  the reality? Is the Election
and said larger Commission ready for it? Do
consultations are
required while ruling
NDA leaders asserted
the burden on the
exchequer will be 9 Government must
lessened. develop a legally tenable
: mechanism to restore
The Union Cabinet ap- the cycle of simultane-
proved bills to implement ous elections
~‘One Nation, One Elec- o R o
tion’ and sources said the @ In 1st stage, elections for
draft legislations are like- the Lok Sabha and all
ly to be introduced in Par- state legislative .
liament in the ongoing assemblies can be held
Winter session. together

In the 2nd stage, the elec-

6 tions to municipalities

and panchayats will be

Sabha and Assembly

tion, one election will be elections, the president
good for the nation. It will shall notify the date of
help in saving people’s the first sitting of the Lok
money.” He also dis- Sabha after a general
missed the reservations election as the “appoint-
expressed by opposition, ed date”

and said, “They are in a

®

©

The tenure of all state assemblies formed via polis after
the “appointed date” and before the expiry of the fuil
term of the Lok Sabha will only be for the period ending
up to the subsequent parliamentary polls. After this
one-time transitory measure, alf Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls will be held simultaneously

Fresh elections I Where fresh elections

to constifuteanew | are held for the House of
Lok Sabha in the I the People (Lok Sabha),
event of a hung | the tenure of the House
House ora i will be “only for the
no-confidence unexpired (remaining)
motion or any ; termof the immediately
suchevent, could | preceding fulf term of
be held I the House”

After fresh elections, new State assemblies -- unless

_soener dissolved -- shall continue till the end of the full

term of the Lok Sabha

Election Commission (EC), The EC may draw

in consultation with the | up a plan and

state election commis- | estimate in advance
sions, shall prepare a = for the procurement
single electoral roll and of equipment, such
elector’s photo identity as EVMs and

card (EPIC) and the same VVPATS,

will substitute any other deployment of
electoral roll prepared by polling personnel
the poll body and security forces

party has already made its
stand clear, and it is op-
posed to simultaneous polls.
CPM Rajya Sabha member
John Brittas said it is against
the federal spirit of the coun-
oy

“One nation, one election,
is part of their slogan ‘one
leader, one country, one ide-
ology, one language..’ It’s
against the federal spirit of
the country,” he said.

“If they are keen on re-
form in the electoral scene,
they should understand
what are the issues plaguing
the electoral system. If they
were so keen about one elec-
tion, why did they segregate
the election of Maharashtra
and Haryana, they could not
even hold four elections to-
gether,” Brittas said.

BJD Rajya Sabha member

Sasmit Patra said greater
consultations need to be
held. “Greater consultation
has to be done. What hap-
pens when there is a lack of
majority, hung assembly or
Parliament, or a government
loses confidence mid-way...”
he guestioned.
MP Sanjay Singh - said,
“There’s only one slogan of
the Modi government that is
‘one nation, one Adani’. He
just wants a friend to sell
India’s wealth.”
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DC CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The Union cabinet on
Thursday approved legis-
lation to implement “One
Nation, One Election” for
holding simultaneous
polls for the Lok Sabha,
‘state Assemblies and local
bodies in a phased man-
ner. The two draft- bills
are likely to be introduced
in the ongoing winter ses-
sion of Parliament. The
decision was taken at a
meeting of the Union cabi-
net chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Sources said the cabinet
has approved two bills,
including one to amend
the Constitution to imple-
ment “One Nation, One
Election”. The sources
said: “As of now, the cabi-
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Union cabinet clears bills
for ‘one-nation one-poll’

% Bill seeks to amend Constitution; local body polls omitted
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BILLS TO HOLD simultaneous
polls to the Lok Sabha and
legislative Assemblies to be
moved in the winter session
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Bills may be referred to a
parliamentary committee.
Government may-consult
the Speakers of [egislative
Assemblies.

of Parliament. While the ruling BJP
- _ andits allies are

A high-level committee - pushing for simulta-
led by former President  “"&&  neous polls, several
Ram Nath Kovind had , ¥~ Opposition parties
supported the idea of " _have opposed the
‘one nation one election’ idea..

. Bz s ]
net has given its nod to but the cabinet has decid-

draft legislation to hold
simultaneous polls to the
Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assemblies only.”

A high-level committee
led by former President
Ram Nath Kovind had
also proposed holding
municipal and panchayat
polls along with the
national and state elec-
tions in a phased manner,

ed to stay away, “as of
now”, from the manner in

Wh.lch local body polls are
held. :
The Constitution

amendment bill to hold
simultaneous polls to the
Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies will not
require ratification by at
least 50 per cent of states,
the sources said. # P7

Union cabinet clears bills
for ‘one-nation one-poll’
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Another Constitution
bill proposed by the
Kovind panel was aimed
at creatmg provisions to

hold simultaneous elec- -

tions to municipalities
and panchayats, along
with the elections to the
Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies, by inserting a

new Article 324A. It would °

have required ratification
by half of the state
Assemblies. But the Union
cabinet has kept the plan
for simultaneous local
body polls out as of now.
The second bill will be
an ordinary one to amend
provisions in three laws
dealing with Union terri-
tories that have
Legislative Assemblies --
Puducherry, Delhi and
Jammu and Kashmir - to
align the terms of these

Houses with other legisla-
tive Assemblies and the
Lok Sabha as proposed in
the Constitution amend-
ment bill.

The statutes it proposes
to amend are the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 1991, the Government
of Union Territories Act,
1963, and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019. The proposed
bill will be ordinary legis-

lation not requiring a
change in the Constitution
and will also not need rati-
fication by the states.

The government is keen
on holding wider consulta-
tions on the bills that are
likely to be referred to a
parliamentary committee.
The sources said that the
government also wants to
consult the Speakers of
various _ legislative
Assemblies through the
committee.

In September, the gov-
ernment had accepted the
high-level panel’s recom-
mendations for holding
simultaneous polls for the
Lok Sabha, state
Assemblies and local bod-
ies in a phased manner.

In its report submitted to
the government in March,
just before the general
election was announced,
the panel had recommend-

ed implementing “One -
Nation, One Election” in
two phases. While the rul-
ing BJP and its allies are
pushing for simultaneous
polls, several Opposition
parties have opposed the
idea. - :

The government is of
the view that simultane- -
ous polls will reduce
expenditure in the long
run and different parts of
the country will not be

- under the Model Code of

Conduct throughout the
year due to various polls.

_ Simultaneous polls were
held in the -country
between 1951 and 1967.
The concept of simultane-
ous elections has featured
in many reports and stud-
ies since 1983, essentially
implying a return to the
previous practice of con-
iiucting polls concurrent-
Y.
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Union Cabinet greenlights 2
bills for one nation, one poll

Akhilesh.Singh@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a move aimed
at streamlining India’s elec-
toral process, the Union Cabi-
net on Thursday approved
the “onenation, oneelection”
bills, with plans to introduce
these during the current ses-
sionof Parliament.

The decision to clear
two bills marks a significant
step towards synehronizing
polls for Lok Sabha, state
legislative assemblies and
local bodies as part of a plan
to unburden the executive
from the weight of periodic
elections and improve deci-
sion-making across all tiers

LEGISLATION IN THE PIPELINE
> One of the ONOE bills will provisions in 3 laws dealing
seek fo amend Arf 824 by wiﬂimkhavintg)efa;semlz‘g(es .
asub-clause, relating | —Puducherry, Delhi & J&K — to
mmﬂwm‘ . align their terms with other
state assemblies together, assemblies and LS
and also amend Art 83(2) - » Govt sources say
by inserting sub-clauses proposed bill will be ordinary
relating to duration & dissolution legislation, not requiring a
of LS & assemblies change in Constitution & won't
> Another bill will amend need ratification by states either
of governance. elections which remained in
The cabinet ned is to draft vogue until the Lok Sabha

legislation to hold simultane-
ous polls to Lok Sabha and
state assemblies. But wheth-
er it will turn into the stride
to restore the simultaneous

elections and assembly polls
were decoupled between 1967
andi971remainsto be seen.

b Proposed bills, P 14

Proposed bills will be’

ordinary legislations,
say govt sources

PFromP1

proposal has been
l under discussion for
years as the idea was
toreverttothe pre-1967 state
when one election was con-
ducted. A panel led by for-
mer president Ram Nath
Kovind had found that in
‘Maharashtra, almost six
months of a particular year
were spent in poll-related
matters due to multiple
elections.

While the first bill,
which aims at holding si-
multaneous elections for
the Lok Sabha and state as-
semblies, will need to be ap-
proved by Parliament, the
one for local bodies will
need the endorsement of at
least half the states.

Through the bills, the
govt intends to set an ap-

Pointed date to fix the term
of state legislatures, with
severalof them seeingtheir
tenures curtailed so that
elections can be conducted
simultaneously with the
2029 Lok Sabha polls.

The passage of the bills
in Parliament will, howey-
€r, require some deft mano-
euvring in both Houses. To
have two-thirds voting for
the legislations will require
362 votes in the Lok Sabha
and 154 in the Rajya Sabha.
Given the current arithme-
tic, NDA has 293 members
in the Lower House, Simi-
larly, in the Rajya Sabha,
there are 113 NDA lawmak-
ers. Govt sources said the
proposed bills will be ordi-
nary legislations, not re-
quiringachangein theCon-
stitution and will also not
need ratification by states.
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