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Central observers

should uphold fair
play during polls: CEC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar on
Tuesday directed Central
observers deployed for the
Maharashtra  Assembly
election to uphold fair
play, respond promptly to
candidates’ concerns and
maintain professional
conduct.

The Assembly polls are
scheduled to be held in
Maharashtra on November
20 and counting will be
held on November 23.

A total of 142 general ob-
servers, 41 police obser-
vers and 72 expenditure
observers are deployed in
the 288 Assembly consti:
tuencies in Maharashtra.

‘No favouritism’
At a review meeting held
with the observers, Mr. Ku-
mar asked them to be ac-
cessible to all candidates
and parties without any fa-
vouritism. “Any com-
plaints in this regard shall
be viewed seriously,” he
told them, according to
Election Commission
sources.
~The CEC further asked
them to maintain strict vi-
gilance over the law and or-
der situation and flow of
any inducements such as
 drugs, liquor, freebies, and
cash that can be used to vi-

Rajiv Kumar

tiate the electoral space.

Checking and screening
by enforcement agencies
shall be done by esta-
blished protocol and in a
completely impartial man-
ner maintaining a level-
playing field and observers
should see that Central
forces and State police
forces are maintaining
neutrality and their de-
ployment is not favouring
any political parties or
candidates.

Observers may particu-
larly ensure that the whole
election process, specifi-
cally the campaign dis-
course, do not in any man-
ner affect the dignity of
women, Mr. Kumar said.

He further said that dur-
ing polling hours, obser-
vers should visit as many
polling stations as possible
and make an assessment of
the situation inside the
polling stations regularly
and ensure that polling is
going on in a free and fair
manmer.
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Big names face the test as '
Jharkhand votes in Phase I
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The Hindu Bureau ral debut — willalsobecon-  isha Governor Raghubar
NEW DELHI/PATNA ducted on Wednesday. Das. Six State Cabinet Mi-
In the first phase of the  nisters are among the 683
As many as 43 of the 81 As-  Jharkhand election, form- candidates whose fate will
sembly constituencies in er Chief Minister Champai be sealed when as many as
Jharkhand will go to the Soren, standing as a BJP  1.37 crore voters cast their
polls on Wednesday, along  candidate for the first time ballots in this first phase of
with 31 Assembly consti- in Seraikella, is a key theJharkhand election.

tuencies scattered across

contestant.

the country where byelec- Jamshedpur East will
tions are being held. see Congress’s Ajoy Kumar,

The polling for the high- a former Superintendent
profile Wayanad Lok Sabha  of Police, face off against
constituency in Kerala —  the BJP’s Purnima Das Sa-
where Congress generalse-  hu, daughter-in-law  of
cretary Priyanka Gandhi former Jharkhand Chief
Vadra is making her electo- ~ Minister and current Od-

High-profile bypoll

Of these, 36 candidates
are from the BJP, while the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha is
contesting in 23 seats, and
the Congress has fielded 17
candidates.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

In Kerala, the Lok Sabha bypoll in Wa
necessitated after Leader ofytll}::.- Opposﬁagavlv]?ﬂs
Gandhi vacated the seat following his victory from
Raebareli in the recent general election. His sister
Ms. Vadra is facing voters for the first time in her
pplmcal career as the Congress candidate and is
pitted against the BJP’s Navya Haridas, and Sath-
yan Mokeri of the Communist Party of India.
The_ 31 Assembly constituencies where bypolls

are being held are spread across 10 States, includ-
Ing seven seats in Rajasthan, six in West Bengal,

five in Assam, four in Bihar, three
3 ¢ 2 m
two in Madhya Pradesh, and one each

Karnataka,
in Chhattis-

garh, Gujarat, Kerala, and Meghalaya. In another

two seats in Sikkim, candi
Sikkim  Krantikari  Morcha

uncontested.

Most of these seats fell vacant
MLAs contested and won Lok Sa

this year.

dates from the ruling

(SKM) won
after their sitting
bha seats earlier
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H Priyanka to make electoral debut in Wayanad LS bypoll

Byelections in 31 Assembly
seats acro

Jaipur/Kolkata, Nov. 12:
Bypolls will be held on
Wednesday in 31
Assembly seats spread
across 10

Sabha constituency, from
where Congress general
secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is making
her electoral debut.
Though these byelec-
tions are not going to have
any bearing on the gov-
ernments, they are seen as
a big test for the Congress
and the INDIA bloc, which
failed to put up a united
show in the recent

Haryana Assembly polls. -

Most of these seats fell
vacant after the sitting
MLAs contesfed . the Lok
Sabha elections and won
while in some constituen-
cies, the bypolls are being
held due to death of the

states and
Kerala's Wayanad Lok &

e

o 7 T

ss 10 state

Uttarakhand chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami at the

= -

Scheduled Caste conference organised ahead of the

Kedarnath byelection in Rudraprayag on Tuesday. — PT/

representatives.

The Wayanad seat was
vacated by Rahul Gandhi,
who also won from the Rae
Bareli parliamentary con-
stituency, which he kept.

Voting will be held in
seven seats in Rajasthan,

six in West Bengal, five in .

Assam, four seats in
Bihar, three in Karnataka,
two seats in Madhya

s today

Pradesh, and one seat
each in Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Kerala and
Meghalaya. Votes will be
counted on November 23.

Though polling was also
scheduled for two seats in
Sikkim — Soreng-Chakung
and Namchi-Singhithang,
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha
(SKM) nominees Aditya
Golay and Satish Chandra
Rai have already been
declared unopposed after
their rivals withdrew from
the race.

. Ms Vadra, pitted against

LDF's Sathyan Mokeri,
NDA's Navya Haridas and
13 - others in Wayanad,
faces a key test — not only.
to hold onto the party's
stronghold but "also fo
widen the victory margin
her  brother, Rahul-
Gandhi, achieved in the
last two elections. — PTT
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Uddhav’s bags checked again,
UBT alleges ‘selective fnskmg’

EC: Others Too |
Went Through
Same Checks

Prasad.Joshi@timesofindia.com

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-

gar: A team of election offi-
cxa]s for the second time in
three days, checked the bags
of former chief minister of
Maharashtra and Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thacke-
ray after his helicopter land-
ed at Kasar Shirsi village in
Latur district on Tuesday af-
ternoon. Like the previous
day, Thackeray on Tuesday

1} BATTLEGROUND
MAHARASHTRA

posteda video aboutit.

Asking the employees
“not to be shy” in checking
his luggage, Uddhav first
told the election officials to
show their identity cards
and appoiniment letters. He
also told them to make it
‘clear if they had money in
their wallets.

Thackeray on Monday ex-
pressed outrage after his
bags were checked by offi-
cials deployed by the Elec-

Shiv Sena (UBT) on Tuesday

PRE-POLL SHENANIGANS: Screengrabs from the video released by

tion Commission (EC) at Wa-
ni, Yavatmal, ahead of a poll
rally on Saturday He ques-
tioned if such checks were
conducted on PM Modi,
Union home minister Amit
Shah, Maharashtra CM Ek-
nath Shinde or his deputies,
Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit
Pawar.

Senior officials from the
Latur district administra-
tion said EC guidelines were
followed while checking
Thackeray’s bags.

When asked by Thacke-
ray how many such frisking
operationsthey havedone on
Tuesday, one EC staff mem-
ber was heard saying the Se-
na (UBT) chief was the “first
one”. Thackeray then said,
“Why am I always the first
customer?”

Referring to PM Modi’s
visit to Maharashtra during
the day, he said, “Modi is
coming today (Tuesday) and
I would like to see you go to
the Solapurairport, whichis
shut (in view of the PM’s vis-
it). Narendra Modishould al-
sobesubjected to thiskindof
checking. ... In Odisha, one
official was suspended for
checking Modi.”

Thackeray later said, “I
am not angry with you, but
the same law should be ap-
plied to Narendra Modi
when he is cemmg for the
election campaign.’

Though Thackeray said
he was not angry with- the
poll staff for checking his
luggage, he said he was un-
happy about *one-sided jus-
tice”.

EC denies ‘selective’
frisking, says bags
checked as per SoP

New Delhi: Responding to
allegations by Shiv Sena (UBT)
of “selective” frisking after
election authorities checked
the bags of its chief Uddhav
Thackeray, Election
Commission sources stated
thatastrictstandard operating
procedure (SoP) is followed to
ensurealevel-playing field.

Whenasked aboutthe
incident, an EC official said,
“Aircraftand helicopters of top
leaders across political parties
are checked as perthe laid
downSoPs and withoutany
relaxation.” He cited that during
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, a
similarissue was raised in
Bihar. The helicopterinwhich
BJP chiefJP Naddawas
travellingwas checkedin
Bhagalpur on April 24. Also, the
oneinwhich home minister
AmitShah was travellingwas
checked in Katihar on April 21.

Meanwhile, while chairing a
review meeting of central
observers deployed in
Maharashtra, CEC RajivKumar
told officials that screening by
enforcement agencies should
be doneas per established
protocoland inacompletely
impartial manner maintaining
level playing field. Tnn

On J’khand poll eve, Cong releases manifesto

ASRP.Mukesh
@timesofindia.com

Ranchi: Congress came un-
der Election Commission’s
scrutiny. in Jharkhand on
Tuesday by waiting until the
eve of the first phase of vot-
ing in 43 assembly constitu-
enciestounveil itsmanifesto,
constituting what could be a
rare breach of the pre-poll ‘si-

¥} BATTLEGROUND
JHARKHAND

lence period’ by any political
party.

Chief electoral officer K
RaviKumar said he would in-
stitute an inguiry, specifying

‘SILENCE PERIOD": Tribals
give a traditional welcome to a
security official before he
leaves for polling duty in
Ranchi on Tuesday

that it was illegal for a party
to release a manifesto be-
tween the end of campaign-
ing for an election and voting
day. Congress’s ally JMM de-
clared its manifesto on Mon-
day, stretching it until hours
before the start of the cam-

Soren govt releases 4th aid instalment

% harkhand CM Hemant Soren announced on Tuesday
4 disbursements of the fourth instalment of Maiyan Samman
Yojana,a day before the first of the two-phase assembly
elections, reports ASRP Mukesh. The Hemant-led
JMM-Congress-RJD govt has highlighted the four-month-old
scheme under which women between18and 50 withno
independent sources ofincome are paid 1000 every month.
Hemantand his allies have pledged to increase the amount to
22,500 from Dec if voted back to office. The CM noted that 5.3
million women were enrolled in the Maiyan scheme

paign curfew. ‘Bharose ki
Ghosna Patra’, headlined
with 24 commifments and
running into several pages, is
an iteration of the JMM and
Congress-led INDIA bloc's
joint manifesto released over
aweekago—includinganad-
ditional 50 units of free pow-

er, a caste-based census, and
recruitment to all vacant
posts in govt departments
within a year of assumingof-
fice. “Congress will also con-
duct social audit every six
months, if voted to office,”
Manifesto committee chair-
person Bandhu Tirkey said.
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