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Cross Vote On Mind

Today’s MLC election in Maharashtra is a trailer to
the potboiler that the state’s assembly polls will be

+'s match time again in Maharashtra. If the Lok Sabha election
Iwas considered a semifinal to Oct’s high-stakes assembly poll,

the vote today to elect 11 legislative council members is no less
significant. Maharashtra, one of six states with a legislative -
council, has 78 members, 30 of whom are elected by MLAs. All eyes
are on the 274 MLAs expected to cast their vote today to elect these
11 membersfrom12 candidates.

Crosscurrents | If all goestoplan—and safe tosaynooneexpects
it to - Mahayuti is set to win 9. BJP has 5 nominees, Shinde Sena 2
and AjitPawar 2. MVA hasfielded 3, though itcan win two, given its
numbers in the lower house. Then there’s Uddhav Thackeray’s
swag, “We wouldn’t have fielded a third nominee had we not been
confident.” It’s crunch time. :

Simply cross | Flashback toJune 2022’s MLC electionhas parties
jittery. Mattersstarted unravellingforthen CM Uddhav’s MVAgovt,

= - with cross-voting in that MLC election.
MVA legislators cross-voted, resulting in
Congress losing one of its two allotted
“ seats, which came as a shock right after a

Rajya Sabha loss. At the time, Fadnavis

had explained the cross-voteas falloutof a
“lotof anger in MVA”. Itwas soon followed
i by Eknath Shinde’sclaim on thepartyand
i walkout with MLAs.
%t Fingers crossed | With 29 of 48 LS
. t ceats now in its kitty, MVA is banking on
cross-votes mostly from Shinde Sena and Ajit Pawar’s NCP.
That’s why Mahayuti and UBT Sena corralled their MLAs into
luxury safe-houses, Mumbai’s five-star hotels.

An MLC winner needs 23 first-preference votes. BJP has 103
MLAs, Shinde Sena 38, Ajit Pawar NCP 49, Congress 37, UBT Senal5
and Sharad Pawar NCP 10. Prakash Ambedkar’s BVA has 3 and he
hasfallen out with MVA. SPhas2, AIMIM 2,PJP2 and 7 partieshave
1each. There are 13 independent MLAs. There’s plenty on to ensure
MILAs stay in place, and tosnag the ‘non-aligned’ MLA votes.

Linescrossed |Inaright-earnestfightare thetwo Senasand two
NCPs. It is here that loyalty lines blur. Aj it Pawar, especially, finds
himself putting out videos in self-praise even as uncle Sharad
Pawar says his arms, and doors, are open toMLAs who followed the
nephewtoMahayuti. Mahayutiisalsohawk-eyed on UBT’ssurprise
nominee, Milind Narvekar - with cross-party influence and
camaraderie. It’sjitters allaround.
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