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INDIA bloc all set to
move SC over alleged
EVM manipulation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Nationalist Congress Party
(SP) chief Sharad Pawar
late on Tuesday met with
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Congress MP
Abhishek Singhvi at Mr. Pa-
war’s Delhi residence, as
the INDIA bloc is all set to
move Supreme Court over
alleged manipulation of
EVMs (electronic vofing
machine) in the recent As-
sembly election in Maha-
rashtra.

NCP(SP) leader Prashant
Jagtap told presspersons af-
ter the meeting that INDIA
bloc would approach the
highest court.

The development came
on a day when the Con-
gress urged the Election
Commission to make pu-
blic data related to the As-
sembly election.

The Congress has sought
Assembly  constituency-
wise electoral rolls and
booth-wise result sheets for
both the Lok Sabha and As-
sembly elections in the
State. In a letter to Chief
Election Commissioner Ra-
jiv Kumar, the chairperson
of the Congress’s Data Ana-
lytics Department, Praveen
Chakravarty, sought all the
data to be provided in Ex-
cel sheets.

The letter reiterated that
40 lakh new voters were

No mismatch
found, says EC

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Chief
Electoral Officer’s office issued
a statement on Tuesday
clarifying the procedure
followed during the counting
process. As per the Election
Commission’s guidelines, it is
mandatory to count VWPAT
slips from five randomly
selected polling stations in
each Assembly segment. On
Movember 23, the VWPAT slip
count for 1,440 units across
288 Assembly segments in
Maharashtra was conducted in
the presence of counting
observers and candidates’
representatives. The slips were
tallied with the corresponding
EVM control unit data, and no
discrepancies were found,
according to reports from the
respective District Election
Officers.

enrolled and 75 lakh extra
votes polled in the Assemb-
ly election compared with
the Lok Sabha election
held just six months ago.
“This increase of 4.3% in
voters enrolled and 13% in
votes polled is unusually
high compared with pre-
vious election cycles in
Maharashtra or other
States under similar elec-
tion cycles,” the party said. -



BHAGWAN PARAB | DC
MUMBAI, DEC. 10

In a blow to the Maha Vik-
as Aghadi (MVA), the Ele-
ction Commission on Tue-
sday rejected the Oppos-
ition - alliance’s claims of
VVPAT counting and vot-
es polled in the Maharas-
htra Assembly elections.
The commission clarified
that paper slips from 1,445
VVPAT units were count-
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‘Two leaves™
EC notice to
EPS, OPS

I 'lection Commission on
i | Tuesday issued notices
* Jto ATADME general
secretary Fdappadi K Pala-
niswami, former chief min.
lStE‘:I’.O Panneerselvam and
Detitioner S Suriya Moorthi
to submit their contentions
onthe ‘twoleaves’ symbol on
or before Dec 19, The triohas
been told to appear for per-
sonal hearing on Deg 23,
sourees said. This comes in
the wake of the submission
of the' ctommission fo Ma-
giras high court on Dee dthat
it would take a decision on
the allotment of ‘two leaves’
inamonth’stime,
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Maha VVPAT numbers match: EC

b The slip count of 1,440 VVPAT units from 288
Assembly constituencies has been tallied with
respective control unit data. There is no discrepancy
found between the VVPAT slip count and EVM con-
trol unit count as per the reports received from the
concerned district election officials, EC said.

ed across all 288 Assembly
segments on November 23,
with no discrepancies
found between the VVPAT
slips and the correspond-
ing EVM numbers,

. According to the

Supreme Court rules and
the Election Commission,
it is mandatory to count
the VVPAT slips of five
randomly selected polling
stations per Assembly con-
stituency and to match

" them égainst the numbers

in EVMs.

The chief election officer
of Maharashtra issued a
statement saying all five
VVPAT slips at each Ass-
embly segment were to bé
counted to match them wi-
th the numbers in the
EVM. In all the 288 Assem- ;
bly segments, a total num-
ber of 1445 VVPAT slips
were counted on the same
day of counting (Nov. 23).
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Votes polled match
VVPAT count in

Maha, says ECI

MUMBAL: The Election
Commission of India (ECT)
on Tuesday said no
mismatch was found
between the votes polled
and corresponding talfly of
Voter Verified Paper Andit
Trail slips in random
counting in the last
month's Maharashira
assembly elections.

The mandatory counting of
VVPAT slips from five ran-
domly selected poliing sta-
tions in each assembly con-
stituency was completad stic-
cessfully, the ECI said in a
statement.

Opposition parties in the
state had guestioned the in-
tegrity of Electronic Voting
_Machines (EVMs) affer the
ruling BJP-led Mahayuti coa-
lition won a landslide victory
in the November 20 elections.

The counting of VVPAT
slips aims to verify the tally of
votes recorded EVMSs against

the corresponding VVPAT
shps, the ECI said, adding
that representatives of candi-
dates were present through-
ouf the process.

In Maharashira’s 288 As-
sembly constituencies, offi-
cials verifisd a tofal of 1,440
VVPAT machines. Repre-
sentatives of candidates and
EC gbservers randomly se-
lected polling stations, the
statement said.

“There was no discrepancy
found between the candi-
date-wise vote counts record-
ed in EVMs and the corre-
sponding counts from the
VVPAT slips,” the EC stated.

Special enclosures wers es:
tablished at each counting
centre and entire process was
recorded on CCTV, the foot-
age of which has been pre-
served, it further said.

The counting of VVPAT
slips from five polling sta-
tions is mandatory under the
ECI guidelines.
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Make public election rolls, booth-wise
turnout in Maharashtra, Cong tells EC

Polis can be held again if SC steps in: Patole
aharashtra Congress president Nana Patole said on Tuesday

/| thatthe state assembly election can be held againif Supreme
Courtintervenes. He was speaking in Markadwadi village, in
Malshiras assembly segment of Solapur district, reports Abhijeet
Patil. The village has been at the forefront of the demand for
elections on ballot paper. Villagers wanted a mock re-poll using
ballots to debunk EVMs but the attempt was foiled by the
administration. Patole added that many villages are passing
resolutions to switch to ballot papers as they doubt the outcome of
the election held via EVMs. He said a reporton Markadwadi has
been sent to LoP Rahul Gandhi, and its soil will be placed before
statues of Mahatma Gandhi and Babasaheb Ambedkar in Delhi.

Tives News NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress’s data
analytics department chair-
person Praveen Chakravarty
on Tuesday wrote to chief
election commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, urging EC to made
public at the earliest Maha-
rashira assembly-wise voter
rolls of the 2024 Lok Sabha
and state polls. The party has
alsosought booth-wisedata.

In the letter; Chakravarty
recalled the meeting of the
Congress delegation with EC
on Dec3regarding the Maha-
rashtraassembly polls.

“We had presented data
showing an abnormal in-
creaseintotalnumberof new
voters enrolled, and votes
polled in the assembly polls
compared to the Lok Szbha
electionsheld justsixmonths

“Rahul Gandhi aiso thinks that like the Salt Satyagraha started by
Mahatma Gandhi, we need to starta nationwide movement to bring
back the use of ballot papersin elections.” ECis unable to explain
how there was an increase of 76 lakh votes overnight, Patole said.

before,” hesaid.

“Forty lakh new voters
were enrolled and 75 lakh ex-
tra votes were polled in Vid-
han Sabha election vis-a-vis
Lok Sabha. This increase of

4.3% in voters enroiled and
13% in votes polled is unusu-
ally high compared to previ-
ous election cycles in Maha-
rashira where there are were
25,000 or more exira votes

cast versus Lok Sabha elec-
tions, and the BJP alliance
had won 102 in Vidhan Sabha
versusjust58 in LS election,”
headded.

“As agreed in that meet-
ing, we await further data
from the commission,” Chak-

~ ravartysaid. Hewentontore-

quest the EC to make public
the Maharashtra assembly-
wise voter rolls for the 2024
Lok Sabha and assembly
polls. He has also sought that
booth-wise Form-20 data in
excel format for the Lok sab-
ha and assembly polls in
Maharashira be also put out
in the publicdomain.

“We look forward to
strengtheningIndia’s democ-
racy collaboratively through
enhanced transparency and
integrity of our election
process,” Chakravarty said.
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