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Vikravandi
byelection
sees 82.48%
turnout

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

The byelection to the Vik-
ravandi Assembly consti-
tuency in Villupuram dis-
trict recorded 82.48%
polling on Wednesday. The
voting was largely peace-
ful, barring an altercation
between PMK workers and
security personnel and a
knife attack on a woman
voter.

The death of DMK MLA
N. Pugazhenthi on April 6
necessitated the byelec-
tion. Polling was held at
276 booths, including 44
vulnerable and crifical
booths, which were
manned by 1,355 election
workers. Fifty-three micro-
observers and more than
2,700 police and paramili-
tary personnel were on du-
ty. At the vulnerable
booths, more personnel
were posted. Surveillance
cameras were also in-
stalled to monitor the
process.

Voters braved the heat
and started arriving at the
booths from 7 a.m. Long
queues were seen at most
booths. The electronic vot-
ing machines malfunc-
tioned at Mambalapattu,
Ottan Kaaduvetti, and Ka-
rungalipattu, holding up
the voting for around 30
minutes. According to offi-
cial estimates, 30,667 peo-
ple, or 12.94% of the electo-
rate, had cast their votes by
9 a.m. The figure went up
to 29.97% by 11 a.m. and
50.95% by 1 pm. It
touched 64.44% by 3 p.m.

Polling was held up for
30 minutes at a booth at
Kappiyampuliyur after the
PMK alleged that a 77-year-
old voter was impersonat-
ed.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE6
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Vikravandi byelection
sees 82.48% turnout
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High turnout: People queuing up to cast their vote ata
polling station in Vikravandi on Wednesday. S.S. KUMAR

e presiding officer denied the charge
Wagﬁgﬁnljg the mgrked electoral roll and t}ae
register. Voters waiting in the queue at the closing
time of 6 p.m. were given tokens to enable them to
cast their vote. :

At a booth at T. Kosapalayam, a wormnan was in-
jured when she was attacked with a knife, alleged-
ly by her estranged husband. Sht:: was rushed to
the Villupuram Government Medical College and
Hospital.

Paramilitary personnel objected to PMK spo-
kesperson K. Balu parking his vehicle in front ofa
booth at Sathanur. The police pacified PMK work-
ers, who were quarrelling with the paramilitary

sonnel.
perThe authorities webcast the voting from all 276
booths to a control room. :

While the ruling DMK fielded Anniyur Siva, the
PMK put up C. Anbumani, who unsuccessfully
contested from the constituency in 2016. The NTK
fielded Abinaya.

Among the candidates, Mr. Siva was the first to
cast his vote at a booth in Anniyur. Mr. Anbumani
cast his vote at a booth in Panayapuram. S

Security was tightened at vulnerable and criti-
cal booths, with the deployment of personnel of
the Central Armed Police Forces, besides the Ta-

il Nadu Special Police.
mllThe EV]\«PI)S were sealed at the end of polling and
taken to the counting centre in Panayapuram,
where the votes will be counted on July 13.
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Assembly bypolls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amarwara in Madhya Pra-
desh recorded the highest
voter turnout of 78.71% in
the Assembly byelections
held in 13 constituencies
across seven States on
Wednesday. The lowest
turnout of 49.80% was
seen in Badrinath in Utta-
rakhand. Sporadic inci-
dents of violence were re-
ported from Uttarakhand
and West Bengal.

~ The byelections are be-
ing held in Bihar, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, and Himachal
Pradesh.

Of the 13 seats, the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP),
Congress and Trinamool
Congress had each held
two, while one seat each
had been held by the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP), Ja-
nata Dal(U), Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK),
and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).

Independents held the
remaining three.

The byelections are be-
ing keenly watched, espe-
cially in Himachal Pradesh,
where polling took place in
the three seats of Dehra,

Making a choice: Voters showing their ID cards as they wait to cast,

their votes in the Ranaghat-Dakshin Assembly byelection. PT!

Hamirpur, and Nalagarh,
vacated by Independent
MLAs who joined the BJP.
These constituencies re-
corded voter turnouts of
65.42%, 67.50%, and
78.82% respectively.

Minor clashes

Some violence was report-
ed from Manglaur in Utta-
rakhand, where four peo-
ple were injured in a clash
between workers of diffe-
rent political parties at a
polling booth.

Congress leaders, in-
cluding former Chief Mi-
nister Harish Rawat, Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
State Assembly Yashpal
Arya, and Congress MP Im-
ran Masood, condemned

the violence.

More than 67% of the
voters exercised their fran-
chise in Manglaur, where a
bypoll was necessitated by
the death of sitting BSP
MLA Sarwat Karim Ansari
last October. The Badri-
nath seat fell vacant after
sitting Congress MLA Ra-
jendra Bhandari resigned
and switched to the BJP in
March.

In West Bengal, violence
was reported from the Bag-
dah and Ranaghat Dakshin
constituencies, which saw
turnouts of 65.15% and
65.37%, respectively. BJP
candidates Manoj Kumar
Biswas and Binay Kumar
Biswas, from Ranaghat-
Dakshin and Badgah res-

held in 13 seats;

violence in Bengal, Uttarakhand

pectively, said they were
not allowed to visit some
polling booths. The Trina-
mool Congress dubbed the
allegation as “baseless”.
The * other two West
Bengal seats of Raiganj and
Maniktala recorded voter
turnouts of 71.29% and
51.39%, respectively.

Switched loyalties

In Punjab, the bypoll to the
Jalandhar West seat saw
54.90% of the electorate
casting their vote. The seat
fell vacant after Sheetal An-
gural resigned as an AAP
MLA and joined the BJP.

In Bihar, the Rupauli
constituency recorded a
voter turnout of 52.75%.
The bypoll was necessitat-
ed by the resignation of Bi-
ma Bharti, who has won
tha seat for the JCU) sever:
al times in the past, but re-
cently quit the party to
contest the Lok Sabha elec-
tion on Rashtriya Janata
Dal ticket. Independent
MP Rajesh Ranjan, alias
Pappu Yadav, announced
«full support” to the RJD
candidate Bima Bharti,
whom he had defeated in
the Lok Sabha election.

Tamil Nadu’s Vikravandi
Assembly  constituency
saw a 82.48% turnout.
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82.48% voters cast votes in

peaceful Vikravandi bypo

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR,
D. SEKAR | DC '
CHENNAI, JULY 10

Polling in Vikravandi Ass-
embly constituency, whe:-'

re by-elections were held-

on Wednesday along with
12 other constituencies in
six other States, was brisk
and peaceful with 82.48 per
cent of the total 2,37,031
voters -enthusiastically
exercising their franchise
at the 276 polling booths
since 7 am when they
opened for them.

Of the 29 candidates in
the fray, the key contes-
tants, Anniyur Siva of the
DMK and C." Anbumani of
the PMK, cast their votes
in their respective vil-
lages, Anniyur and
Panaiyapuram, and heavy
security was in place all
through the predominant-
1y rural constituency that
normally ~ records more
‘than 80 per cent polling
since its formation after
the delimitation of 2007.
~In the 2021 general elec-
tions that saw the victory
of DMK’s N. Pugzhelenthi,

whose passing away led to -

the by-election, the polling
percentage was 82.04 and
in the 2019 by-election it
was 84.35 per cent, in 2016
81.71 per cent.and in 2011
.81.39 per cent.

Apart from the DMK and .

the PMK that were in the
forefront of the battle with
" the AIADMK boycotting
the --polls, .the Naam
Tamilar Katchi (NTK) had

nominated Abinaya as a

candidate. Leaders of all
the three parties, apart
from the BJP that is an
ally of the PMK, visited
the constituency during

the 20-day high voltage .

campaign and sought
votes for their candidates.

The high turnout of vot-
ers on Wednesday suggest-

DMK candidate Anniyur Siva and others show their fin-
gers marked with indelible ink after casting their votes -

i

3

during the Vikravandi bypolls in Vikravandi on

Wednesday.

ed that not many of the
ATADMK supporters kept
away from the polling
process that saw some ini-
tial hiccups like the mal-
functioning of the Electr-
onic Voting Machines

(EVMs) in Kaanai and

Ottankadduvetti. Officials
swung into action and rec-
tified the snags to enable
the starting of polling in
an hour’s time.

The only violent incident

reported from the booths

: —PTI

was due to an apolitical
fight. Previous enmity
arising out of domestic dif-
ferences saw an estranged
husband attacking the
woman as she was waiting
in the queue to cast her
vote. The woman took first
aid and came back to exer-
cise her franchise. ;
"Counting of votes will b
on Saturday, July 13, at
the Government Higher
Secondary School at
Panyapuram.
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Raiganj : in  North .

Dinajpur recorded the
highest voting, 67.12 per

cent, among the four

Assembly seats in West
Bengal. It was followed
by Ranaghat South in
Nadia (65.37 Der- cent),
Bagda in the North 24
Parganas (65.15 per cent)
and Maniktala (51.39 per
cent). . Exct?]pt thxt"or
Maniktala, e
seats went to\me-BJP)iene
2021,

At Bagda, the car in the
convoy of BJP candidate
Binoy Kumar Biswag was
attacked. The rear wind.
screen was smashed. Mr
Biswas blamed the TMC
for carrying out the
attack out of fear of los-
ing the seat At
Maniktala in North
Kolkata, BJp candidate
Kalyan Choubey was
seen chasing some fake
voters.

The state BJp also
lodged a complaint with
the chief electoral officer
of West Bengal and
demanded ‘Tepolls in 89
booths in Maniktala,
CPI(M) candidate Rajib
Majumdar, who is alsg in
the fray, alleged the “out-
siders” role in voting.

At Ranaghat South, a
local BJP leader Goutam
Biswas was roughed up
by some miscreants. He
was admitted to
Ranaghat Hospital. The

. houses of some BJP

agents were also attacked
late on Tuesday night.
Polling in the Manglaur
Assembly by-election in
Haridwar, Uttarakhand,
was marred by violence
as the two groups clashed
at the Libberhedi booth
of the constituency on
Wedne‘si:lay amid
Congress allegations that
ruling party men fired
several rounds in the air
to terrorise voters,
€e persons were
injured, one of whom
was hospitalised, as the
tWo groups clashed at
polling  booths 53-54
Libberhedi in Roorkee
Haridwar As per infor-
mation shared by the eye-
witnesses at the booth,
two groups of Deople
clashed as voters lined

- up to cast their votes.

Till 5 pm, 67.28 per cent
of voters exercised their
franchise in Manglaur,
Badrinath reportegd 47.68

per cent polling.
he by-election in
Madhya _Pradesh's

Amarwara Assem bly
constituency recorded an -
impressive polling of
Over 74 per cent, The by-
election was necessitated
following the resignation
of sitting Congr esg MLA
Kamlesh Shah from the
Assembly after he quit
the party and joined the
BJP ahead of the April-
May Lok Sabha polls this
year, 7
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Vikravandi bypoll:
voter tumou

Polling
Delayed At 4
Booths Due To
EVM Glitches

Bosco.Dominique
@timesofindia.com

Villupuram: Polling in Vik-
ravandi assembly constituen-
cy in Villupuram on Wednes-
day wasbrisk and peaceful. At
the close of polling, 82.48% of
people exercised their rights.
A release from the district ad-
ministration said 195 lakh
people, including 95,536 men,
99,944 women and 15 others
cast their votes. Countingand
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EXERCISE

THEIR RIGHT: People queuing before a polﬁg booth
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to cast their votes at Vikravandi in Villupuram

announcement of results will
beondJuly13.

Polling was delayed in
four booths following techni-
cal glitches in Electronic Vot-
ingMachines (EVMSs). Polling
resumed after the glitches
were rectified within 30 min-
utes. DMK fielded Anniyur Si-
va alias A Sivashanmugam,
53, while PMK fielded C Anbu-

mani, 66, and NTK fielded
Abinaya Ponnivalavan, 28. Si-
va cast his vote in his village,
Anniyur while Anbumani ex-
ercised hisfranchisein Panai-
yur village. Abinaya is aresi-
dent of Villupuram assembly
constituency.

- Polling began on a brisk
note, recording a12.94% turn-
out in the first two hours. It

82.48%
poling peacefl

gained momentum and went
up to 29.97% by Ham, 50.95%
bylpm, 64.44% by 3pm, 77.78%
by 5pm and ended at 82.48%.
People from ail age groups
came out in large numbers to
vote. Anewlymarried woman
came with her husband and
dozens of differently abled
people cast theirvotes.

As many as 29 candidates
are in the fray The main con-
test is between the ruling
DMK and PMK. The main op-
position ATADMK and its ally
DMDK boycotted the polls.
There are 2.37 lakh voters in
all, including1.16lakh men,1.2
lakh women and 29 others.
The Vikravandi seat fell va-
cant after DMK MLA N Pu-
gazhenthi, 69, died in April
this year after prolonged ill-
ness.
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Bypolls: Moderate to high turnout;
violence in Ukhand, Bengal Blhar

New Delhi: Moderate to high
furnout was recorded in13 as-
sembly constituencies across
seven states where bypolls
were held on Wednesday
amid sporadic incidents of vi-
olence in Uttarakhand, Bihar
and West Bengal.

Voting time was from 7am
to 6pm. According fo the Vot-
er Turnout app of the Elec-
tion Commission (EC), Tamil
Nadu’s Vikravandi assembly
seat registered the highest
polling percentage amongthe
13 constituencies and Utta-

rakhand’s Badrinath seatsaw

thelowest turnout.

- Theelectoral exercise, the
first since the Lok Sabha
polls, will decide the fate of
many veterans and some deb-
utantes, including Himachal
Pradesh chief minister Sukh-

vinder Singh Sukhu's wife

Kamlesh Thakur. :
Barﬂ.ngsomemcidentsof
violence in Bihar, Uttarak-

hand and West Bengal, poll-

ing went on peacefully.
In Uttarakhand’s Man-

DUTY DONE: Voters show their mk-marked finger after casting vote

in Kolkata's Maniktala on Wednesday

glaur constituency, four peo-
ple were injured in a clash be-
tween supportersof rivalpar-
tiesat apolling booth. ;

In West Bengal, violence
was reported in Bagdah and
Ranaghat Dakshin assembly
‘segments as the BJP accused
TMC activists of assaulting
its booth agents and stopping

its candidates from visiting

somepollingstations.

In Bihar, where bypolls
were held for the Rupauli as-
sembly seat, two officials
were injured when a mob at-

tacked a police party in P‘ur-
nea. In Himachal Pradesh,
the Nalagarh assembly con-
stituency recorded the high-
est polling percentage of
78.82, followed by Hamirpur
with 65.76 and Dehra with
6389. e
InPunjab, thebypolltothe
Jalandhar West assembly
segment saw a voter turnout
of 51.30%. Polling was also

~ held for the Amarwara (ST)

assembly seat in Madhya Pra-
desh and the polling percent-
agerecorded wasat 78.7L. pmi
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Over 82% turnout

in Vikravandi bypoll

CHENNAI: Voters turned out
in large numbers on
Wednesday to exercise their
franchise in the Vikravandi
bypoll that witnessed a
three-cornered contest. A
total of 1.95 lakh of 2.37
eligible voters cast their
vote, accounting for a little
over 82.48 per cent,
according to an official
update at 8 pm. The officials
noted that there could bea
slight change in the :
percentage of ‘polling and
the final figure would be
released on Thursday.

The bypoll saw brisk polling

since morning and except fora
stray incident, involving a cou-

ple, was peaceful in almost all
976 booths. ;
As many as 1,95,495 voters —

95,536 men, 99,944 women and
15 third-gender — cast their
votes. “The election went
peal without any unto-
ward incident,” said Chief Elec-
toral Officer of TN, Satyabrata
Sahq&'ﬁehaidamanattemptéd
to attack a woman, but it had
nothing to do with the election.
The constituency witnessed a
candidate Anniyur Siva (alias
Sivashanmugam ~ A)  pitted
against Pattali Maldeal Katchi's
C Anbumani and Naam Tamilar
Katchi's K Abinaya. The princi-
pal opposition party in the State
Assembly, AIADME, and its ally
D@Khad‘boycatbdthebypoll
_'g_j;@_‘bir-e‘Iecﬁon was necessi-
tated due to the demise of DMK
legislator N Pu 1dhi, who
died due to illness on April6.
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