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EC rebuts #

Cong. chief’s
allegation on
voting data
Sreeparna Chakrabarty

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELH

The Election Commission
rebutted allegations in a
letter by Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge to
his INDIA colleagues on
the alleged “discrepancies
in voting data” released by
the election panel. The EC
called the letter an “at-
tempt to push a biased nar-
rative under the guise of
seeking clarifications”,
The rebuttal was re-
leased an hour before the
EC’s meeting with INDIA
bloc leaders, where apart
from the turnout data, the
leaders questioned the
EC’s inaction on com-
plaints against BJP leaders.
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Plea questions
EC’s delay in
publishing
turnout data

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A petition was filed in the
Supreme Court on Friday
. hlghhghtmg the inordinate
delay in the publication of
voter turnout data after the
first two phases of polling
in the ongoing Lok Sabha
election. The petition said
the sharp spike in figures
from the initial percentag-
es released by the Election
Commission have raised
concerns and suspicion.
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Hw an gﬁwmnmnmﬁma acti-
on, the Election Commis-
sion (EC) on Friday casti-
gated Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge for
his allegations against the

poll body over the delay in -

voter turnout data and
accused him of obstruct-

ing the ongoing Lok Sabha

election. The Commission
said it finds a “pattern” in
a series of past and pre-
sent irresponsible state-
ments from the Congress

and called it ‘disconcert-

ing”’, adding that Mr Khar-

ge is mﬁmﬁ@gm to push a

~ biased narrative.

Taking cognizance of Mr
Kharge's letter addressed
to leaders of the INDIA
bloc on voter turnout data
and his post on X, the EC
said it finds his comments
“highly undesirable”.

In a five-page response to
Mr Kharge's allegations,
the EC said such state-
ments in the middle of the
ongoing polls are designed
to create confusion, misdi-
rection and gvmausmam
in the conduct of m.mm and
fair polls.

The Congress, however,

stuck to its allegations,

saying that, till date, the
EC has not provided any
proper or official clarifica-
tion on the delay or the
reported variance in the

. voter data. On Friday, the

Congress, as part of a mul-
tiparty delegation, went to
the EC with complaints
over the Prime Minister's
alleged “hate and divisi-
ve” speeches. Its complai-
nt also mentioned issues
pertaining to voter
turnout data.

The EC rejected charges
of mismanagement and
delay in the release of
turnout data and said Mr
Kharge’s allegations are



Breach In Dahod

Sanctity of poll booth must remain inviolable

polling booth in Gujarat’s Dahod .S constituency will today
Ago through rthe election process again, Gujarat’s LS polls

Vijay Bhabhor, son of a local BJP member, has been taken into

police custody after he vitiated the polling process at Parthampur,
s s Helive-streamedhis ownactof casting voteson

behalf of other voters. Given the gravity of the

| violation, EC has suspended five officials who

| wereondutyatthebooth, - :

. Law’s clear | EC cancelled May 7 polling at

§ Parthampur by invoking the Representation

e of the People Act, which is the primary ;
i legislation governing the election process,
It has provisions to deal with misconduct in
. ~ 7 polling stations, including charging offenders
with provisions that lead to imprisonment. There’s no leeway for
any voter or official to deviate.

Integrity of process| It has been a fractious election campaign
with politicians often crossing red lines. In the public eye, the
touchstone of the integrity of the election will be a clean track
record in polling booths. Therefore, the violations in the Partham-
pur incident need to be firmly dealt with. Live-streaming a brazen
violation needs a commensurate response from EC. Process integrity
should be inviolable.
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CHENNAL: The much-antici-
pated release of the
state-owned education
policy is expected to be
further delayed due to the
prevailing election Model

Code of Conduct (MCC), .

which is in force till the

date of election resultson *
June 4. As per the original

schedule, the policy
should have been released
last September. {

The proposal of an expert com-
mittee of educationists and ex-
perts is to derive an exclusive

- State Education Policy (SEP),
as announced made in the Ta-
mil Nadu Assembly in 2021.
After constituting the pan-

€L, headed by retired High

released in May 2023. Howev-

- er, one of the senior members

and convener of the panel
Jawahar Nesan resigned cit-
ing harassment from the sen-
ior officials while preparing
the policy. The state govern-

- ment denied his allegations

and reconstituted the com-
mittee'by adding new faces.

Education Minister K Pon-
mudy faced disqualification
as a legislator after his con-
viction, the release of SEP
one more hurdle,” he said
adding though the minister
has been reinstated as minis-
ter, there was not much im-
provement in releasing the

A senior official from the Higher Education
Department told DT Next that the SEP has already

been drafted and kept ready for the State
government’s approval in November 2023
~ A senior official from the SEPas general elections date
Higher Education Depart- were also announced.
~ ment, seeking anonymity, The .official said that the
~ told DT Next that the SEP has  draft SEP is expected to be re-
~already been prepared and leased ohly after the general
kept ready for the state gov- election results are an-
Iment approva %a nounced. “Even if the draft

une 4, it has fo be in public

du Policy
g to poll code

“However, the then Higher

icy will be released after

7

ers concerned would give
their feedback and sugges-
tions for any amendments
are taken,” he said. This pro-
cess is expected to take two to
threg months before the pan-
el could come out with a final
policy for implementation.
PB Prince Gajendra Babu.
general secretary of State Plat-
form for Common School Sys-
tem said that the state govern-
ment should ensure that the
SEP should be released as soon
as possible for the benefit of
the students in the State. “Fur-
ther delay would put more
pressure on the educational
institutions as managements
were anticipating SEP for a
long time,” he added.
Professor E Balagurusamy,
former Anna University Vice
Chancellor said the works on

t  SEPstarted two years after the
introduction of NEP-2020.
aie govern- - Jun 135 10 be - “Thedelay is affecting institu-
roval,"hesaid. ~  domain so that the stakehold.

tions too,” he said.



Cong letter on turnout
data hiased view: EC

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission on Friday took
strong exception to Congress chief Kharge's letter
to opposition leaders over voter turnout data,
terming it an attempt to “push a biased narrative”
under the guise of seeking clarifications.

In a five-page response with annexures, the poll panel
rejected charges of mismanagement and delay in the re-
lease of voter turnout data and termed Kharge's allega-
tions “unwarranted”, “without facts” and “reflective of
a biased and deliberate attempt to spread confusion,”

The Election cQmmission condemned Kharge's state-
ment in which he wondered whether the delay in releas-
ing voter turnou? data was an “attempt to doctor the fi- |
nal results,”

“Through innuendos and insinuations, the contents
of the post, tend to create disharmony in respect of the
delicate space of election management, can plant doubts
in the minds of voters and political parties and poten-
tially createth.an anarchic situation, when you said
‘could this be an attempt to doctor the final results?’
which this C}?mmission hopes you do not have any in-
tention of,” the EC said, '
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