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Approach EC
to enact POSH
Act in political
parties: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of In-
dia on Monday asked a pe-
titioner seeking applica-
tion of Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace
{Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act, or the
POSH Act, of 2013 in polit-
cal parties, to first ap-
proach the Election Com-
mission of India.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Manmohan
was hearing a petition filed
by a Supreme Court la-
wyer, Yogamaya M.G., te-
presented by senior advo-
cate Shobha Gupta and
advocate Sriram Parakkat,
for a judicial declaration
that political parties were
bound to comply with the
POSH Act, including the
constitution of an Internal
Complaints Committee.

Justice Kant said the
Election Commission was
the “competent authority”
as far as political parties
were concerned.

The court said in case
the petitioner’s concern
was not addressed effec-
tively, she could move the
appropriate judicial forum
in accordance with law.
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in winter session
New Delhiz The government is
reported to be mulling to bring
the ‘one nation-one election’ in
the ongoing winter session of
Parliament. The bill is likely to
be sent to a joint parliamentary °
committee (JPC) for wider
consultation with all the politi-
cal parties and the general pub-
lic if introduced in the
Parliament in this session. The
bill will needed an amendment
in the Constitution which would
require two-thirds majority in
Parliament.
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Govt may refer bill
on joint polls to JPC

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Though there is
no confirmation whether the
‘one nation, one -election’
(ONOE) bill will be infroduced
in the ongoing Parliament ses-
sion asthedraft bill awaits cab-
inet approval, there is a view
within the govt foreferthe leg-
islation to a parliamenfary
panel for broader consultation
with all political parties tore-
ach a consensus on synchro-
nisingelections acrossIndia.
The proposal is seen as 2
significant reform to reduce

. thetime, costandresourcesex-
pended underthe presentstag-
gered electoral system.

The eabinet hasalready ap-
proved the recommendations
of the Ram Nath Kovind-led
committee on simultaneous
alections. The govt is now fo-
cused on building consensus
onthebill, with planstoreferit
to a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) for detailed delib-
sration. The opposition has
consistently criticised the pro-
posal, describingitas“imprac-
tical, undemocratic and un-
constitutional”.
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SC asks EC to study if

parties

can be within POSH Act ambit

Dhananjay.Mahapaira

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: With incidents of
sexual harassment of women
workers/members of politi-
cal parties often hushed up,
SC on Monday asked the Elec-
tion Commission to sxamine
whether registered political
parties could be brought un-
der the ambit of Sexual Ha-
rassment of Women at Worlk-
place (Prevention, Prohib-
ition and Redressal) Act, 2013.

Appearing for advocate-
petitioner Yogamaya G, se
nior advocate Shobha Gupta
told a bench of Justices Surva
Kant and Manmohan that
though many women are ac-
tive members of political par-
ties, only CPM has set up an
internal complaint commit-
teewith external members.

AAP lacks fransparency
about its committes, while
BJP and Congress have ad-
mitted not having an ade-
quate ICC structure mandat-
ed under law, the petitioneral-
leged, while demanding the
law must apply in equal ri-
gour to parties which owe al-
legiance to the Constitution
that mandates protection of
dignity of women.

The bench said the pet-
itioner’s analogy to equais
political parties as employ-
ers and workers/members
as employees may not be apt,
but agreed that this is an im-
portant issue that shouid be
adjudicated by EC.

SC told the petitioner that
if shedoes not receive any sat-
isfactory response from ECon
the issue raised by her, she is
free toapproach courtagain.

The PIL quoted a 2014
NDTV articletitled ‘Congress
seeks security for Nagma,
winks at party leader who
kissed her’, which narrated
an inecident of a Congress
member publicly kissing the
actress who was seen walking
off without addressingarally

Quoting a report from
Ranjana Kumar’s organisa-
tion, Centre for Social Re-
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NGOs, activists cannot try to run country
through PiLs, Centre tells Supreme Court

% A /ithNGOs and social activists trying to perpetuate Covid-time
# ¥ freeration to migrantlabour, Centre on Monday told SC that

itcontinued to provide foodgrain to the needy under Food Safety
Actbut strongly resisted what it called attempts by petitionersto
runthe country through PILs, reports Dhananjay

Appearing for a PIL petitioner, activist-lawyer Prashant
Bhushan said the govt may be giving free ration to 80 crore .
people but had illegally left out 2-3 crore poor people from the
scheme by telling states that stock of foodgrain meantto be
distributed under the scheme was exhausted. A bench of
Justices Surya Kantand Manmohan said it may fall under the
govt’s policy domain to decide its food security scheme, but
suggested to SG Tushar Mehta that if the financial status of 80
crore beneficiaries of free ration was re-evaluated andifa few
crore people had crossed the below poverty line parameters, it
could consider including those left cut from the scheme.

The bench said states were indiscriminately issuing ration
cards for free foodgrain knowing full well that it was the Centre’s

liability to provide grains. “If states are asked to provide free ration,
thenmestofthem would runaway citing financial crunch,” it said.

Mehta said these proceedings were initiated suo motu by SC
in 2020 whenthe pandemic was atits peak to ensure that no one
wenthungry. “Bhushanis riding on thatand trying to runthe
govtand frame policies,” he said. “These NGOs and activists
must file affidavits detailing what they did to help ameliorate the
condition ofthe poor during the pandemic,” the SGadded.

Ahurt Bhushan said, “Mehta has a habit of making comments
against mein every case he opposes me in SC as thad made public.
damaging emails featuring him." SG replied, “He cannotattempt to
run govt. We have and will aiways oppose such attempts from him.”

search, published in Eco-
nomic Times, it said, “Near-
1y 50% respondents said they
faced verbal abuse and 45%
said physical violence and
threats were common, par-
ticularly true during elec-
tion campaigns. Sixty-seven
per cent of women politic-
ians said perpetrators were
male contestants and 58%
party colleagues. Violence

and harassmentat the hands
of colleaguesisareason why
we see only women from po-
litical families in politics.”
Interestingly, in March
2022, Kerala HC ruled that po-
litical parties are under no
compulsion to establish inter-
nal complaints committees,
as mandated by the 2013 law,
since parties lack the employ-
ee-employer relationships.

SC: Delayin
deciding mercy
plea violates
convict’s rights

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delay on govi's
partindeciding a mercy plea
or in execution of a death
sentence is violative of a
convict’s right and valid
grounds fo commute the sen-
tence, SC ruled Monday and
directed Centre and states to
setupdedicated cellsfordeal-
ing with mercy petitions.

It said this while uphold-
ing a Bombay HC order that
commuted death penalty of
two convicts in 2007 Pune BPO
employee gang-rape and mur-
dercase to “life term for a peri-
od of 35 years” on grounds of
an inordinate delay in decid-
ing their mercy petitions and
executing their sentences,

A bench of Justices Ab-
hay S Oka, Ahsanuddin Ama-
nullah and Augustine George
Masih said the Executive
mustpromptlydealwithmer-
cy petitions filed by convicis
on death row. When delay
from date of filing of mercy
petitions till the date of issue
of warrant of executionisin-
ordinate and unexplained,
right of a convict guaranteed
isviolated, SCsaid, whilenot-
ing that there was a delay of
four years in deciding the
mercy petitions before Maha-
rashira govt and the Presi-
dent, and in issuingwarrants
for executing the sentances.

“This right must be up-
held, and it isduty of courtsto
do so,” SC said and added,
“Keeping a convict in sus-
pense while considering his
mercy petitions by governor
orPrasidentforan inordinate-
ly long time will cause agony
tohim/her. It creates psycho-
logical stress on convict.”
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