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Time to give J&K
people’s govt: GEG

Srinagar: Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
on Friday said that the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir are eagerly wait-
ing for the Assembly polls
and it was time to fulfil
their deep longing.
.However, the dates for the
democratic exercise will be
decided after the final
review of the security situ-
ation in the Union
Territory, he added. "It's
time to give you your
elected government. No
internal or external powers
can derail elections here,”
Mr. Kumar said.
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CEC says J&K polls at earliest, won't
let internal or external forces disrupt it

JAMMU: Chiaf Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar on
Friday said no internal or external forces would be allowed
to disrupt the assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir
which will be held ‘at the eartiest’. Talking to reporters at
the end of the two-day visit of an Election Commission
delegation to the Union Territory, Kumar emphasised that
all political parties in the region have sought for the
assembly elections to take piace soon. This was the first
major exercise for preparing the grounds for holding the
maiden assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir after it
was downgraded to a Union Territory on August 5, 2019,
following the abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution.
The visit of the three-member EC team led by Kumar
comes ahead of the September 30 deadline given by the
Supreme Court earlier this year for the completion of
assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir. “We are
committed to conducting elections at the earliest in
Jammu and Kashmir, We are confident that the people will
respond robustly to any disruptive forces”, Kumar said.
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J&K poll dates coﬁ msa security review in Delhi, says CEC

Saleem.Pandit@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Kumar on Friday said the
Election Commission of In-
dia was committed to hold-

ing assembly elections in

Jammu and Kashmir at the
earliest, 'but the suspense
- over poll dates continued as

he underscored that the
timeline would be finalised

only after a final security as-
sessment in New Delhi.
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Sm: to J&K to assess the
ground situation for con-

flanked by election commis-
sioners Gyanesh Kumar and
S S Sandhu, asserted thatno
external or internal forces

~ would be allowed to disrupt
' _thedemocraticprocess.

The CECstressed thatthe

. terror attackscould notbeal-

- lowed to create a “chicken
~ and egg situation” with re-
‘gard to elections. Such
tackswerelikelytoseeanup-

ﬁow whenever there were

talks of holding polls. If
' the poll process was halted

because of that — hoping to
go ahead after an improve-
ment in the situation — it
would be like conceding de-
feat, headded. :

~ “The feedback we mo_“

from security heads, officers

of the mnéimgsc: and
district police chiefs is that
though ‘there area few secu-
ity &wﬂo—..wom. ‘they are

- ready for ensuring peaceful

elections,” headded.
- J&K has been under
central rule since June

2018, when the PDP-BJP coa-

lition govt, which had come
to office after Umn 2014 polls,

‘collapsed.

The next elections were
due in 2019, but in Aug
thatyear, the Centreabrogat-
ed Article 370 of the Consti-
tution, stripping Jammu &

 Kashmirof itsspecialstatus,
‘and also bifurcated it into

two Union territories.
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