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All arrangements in
place for Vikravandi
byelection today

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been put in
place at the 276 polling
booths, including the 44
vulnerable and critical
booths, for the smooth
conduct of the byelection
to the Vikravandi Assemb-
ly constituency, to be held
on July 10.

Polling will start at 7
a.m. and end at 6 p.m. A
total of 2,37,031 electors
are eligible to exercise
their franchise and 29 can-
didates are in the fray. Pro-
minent among them are,
Anniyur Siva of the DMK,
C. Anbumani of the PMK
and Abinaya Ponnivalavan

of Naam Tamilar Katchi.

A total of 552 ballot un-
its, 276 control units and
276 voter verifiable paper
audit trials will be kept rea-
dy at the booths where
mock polling will be held
from 5.30 a.m. on Wednes-
day. While 1,355 officials
will be on duty, 53 micro-
observers will monitor the
polling in 44 vulnerable
and critical booths.

After polling, the EVMs
will be taken to the count-
ing centre at Government
Higher Secondary School
at Panayapuram near Vil-
lupuram and kept in the
strong rooms. Counting of
votes will take place on Sa-
turday. A three-tier securi-
ty ring will be in place.
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The eerie silence that

gripped Vikravandi
Assembly constituency in
Villupuram district ‘on
Tuesday after 20 days of
hustle and bustle was a har-
binger to the people prepar-
ing to cast their votes on
Wednesday to elect their
representative from among

Neccan
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ates in the

the 29 candid
fray. ;
DMK’s Anniyur Siva,
PMK’s C. Anbumani and
NTK's Abinaya are the
three main candidates for

2325 votes were solicited
by a wide range of party
Hmmnmum, functionaries and
star campaigners
throughout the campaign
period making it an inter-

Y150 E

mm&:m election ﬂwocmw the
results could be inconse-
quential to all the three
parties.

~ Election officials have
started their work setting

up the booths - there will be
276 polling centres with 662

_ballot units, 330 control

units and 357 VVPAT units
—and making arrangements
for the polling to start at 7

kravandi >mmm5v€ _uﬁuo: today

am. Polling will come to a

- close at 6 pm.

Among the total m_mnﬁowmnm
of 2,37,031 voters, there are
1, 8 o.»o women, 1,16,962
men and 29 c.mH-mmmdamw
persons.

The EC has identified 45
booths as vulnerable. A
holiday has been declared
for offices and other insti-
tutions in the constituen-
cy.
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Vikravandi
bypoll today,
restlts on July 13

BypoﬂfortheV’ﬂcravmxdias—
sembly constituency will
be held on Wednesday
Though 29 candidates are in
the fray; the real fight is be-
tween DMK and PMK. The by-
pollisseenasatestfor therul-
ing party after the Kallakuri-
chihooch tragedy The results
will be declared on July13.
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Assembly bypolls in seven states: Polling
io be conducted for 13 seats today

NEW DELH!: Bypolls to 13 assembly constituencies in seven -
states will be held on Wednasday. The electoral exercise,
the first since the Lok Sabha elections, will decide the fate
of many veterans and some debutantes inciuding Himachal
dradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu's wife
Kamlesh Thakur. The assembly seats going to polls are .
Raiganj, Ranaghat Dakshin, Bagda and Manikiala (West
Bengal); Badrinath and Manglaur (Uttarakhand); Jalandhar
West (Punjah); Dehra, Hamirpur and Nalagarh (Himachai
Pradeshy; Rupauli {Bihar); Vikravandi (Tamil Nadu) and
Amarwara (Madhya Pradesh). The bypalls are to be held
agalnst vacancies created either due to ceaths or
resignations. in West Bengal, the stakes are high for both
the ruling TMC, which is looking to capitalise on its
improved performance in the LS polls, and the BIP, which is
seeking to leverage its position. ;
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