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The Election Commission
has instructed the District
| Election Officers (DEOs) to
coordinate with the Elec-
tricity and Public Works
Departments to ‘ensure an
uninterrupted power sup-
ply for GCTV cameras in
counting centres.

. Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo chaired a
virtual meeting of DEOs
‘and other senior officials
on Thursday. The availabil-
ity of diesel generators

 with automatic change-ov-
er provision in case of a
power failure, UPS back-p
| for CCTV - cameras in
strong rooms o ensure
seamless switching, and
stabiliser for CCTV installa-
tion were among the facili-
ties reviewed.

“The DEOs have also
been instructed to ensure
that facilities such as surge
protector/lightning arres-
ter are installed so that the
CCTV cameras do not get
affected because of lightn-
ing,” a release said.

All DEOs/Returning Of-
ficers were earlier instruct-
ed to make arrangements
for fixing an additional
CCTV camera in front of
the door of each strong
room. A three-tier cordon-
ing system, comprising
Central and State armed
police personnel, had been
set up in all CD\ﬂmng
centres.
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The Election Commission on..
Thursday ordered repolling on
May 11 at Parthampur polling
station in the Dahod
constituency in Gujarat. Vijay
Bhabhor, son of BJP candi-
date Jasvantsinh Bhabhor,
had live-streamed voting
there on May 7. The incident

. was reported as attempted

~ booth capturing.
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Parties Have
Deployed 20
Members -

h-wrﬂea.'ﬂmyseeita.sanap-

to climb up thro.

1g  ughthe ranks. “We can inter-

and actdirectly with the candida-
tes, ministers, and district

Sometimes, we

They ‘_’-"hun.lm{ltmemberwhom-
- ported

- CCTVcamerafootagedisrup-

- tion in Chennal at Uni-

versity. This is where EVMs

for the South Chennai consti-

tuency were stored, and the

~ issue was resolved within an
hour

For many, this vigil is a_ AIAD!ﬂ{mndldmeJJa.w
chance toadvance within the- avardhan emphaslled

mrtns. and at night, they bu-
partypaysltsmembersﬁ.om
per day, along with allowan-

ces, food. snacks and whate-
verelseisneeded.

fied, secretaries.
mm_wimlwalpoliee‘

the first incident of .

Install an extra camerain
" “front of strongroom: CEO

- Chennai:All district election officers and returning officers

slectoral officer Satyabrata Sahoo. Bhis wotlld enable the politi-

| cal party agent to access the footage even in case of a malfunc-
'gfen in the existing CCTV cameras, already installed in front of

strongroom. \
Sdhoo held a video conference on Thursday with district
election officers/returning officers, commissioners of polise,
superintendents of police, anddistrict level engineers of public
works department to review security measures for strong
rooms, countingcentres, and CCTV surveillance,
Inanofficialstatement, Sahoosaid directives had been given
to DEOs to coordinate with electricity department and PWD to
ensure continuous power supply for CCTV setups at counting
centres. The availability of diesel generators, UPS backup for
CCTV cameras in the strong room, and stabilizers for CCTV set-
up to prevent voltage fluctuations in power supply vas re-
viewed. “DEQs have also been instructed to ensure that mea-
sures suchas surge protector/lightningarresterare installed so
CCTV cameras do not get affected by lightning,” Sahoo said.
According to Election Commission, candidates or their rep-
resentatives, upon request, accompany the DEO/RO/ARQO in
batches to inspect, verify, and ensure the security of the strong
room. The CEO said a three-tier security system, including cen-
tral armed police forces, state armed police, and local police, has
been established with restricted access at all counting prempises

to prevent unauthorized

individuals from entering. n

the Election Commission of
India (ECT) should have imp-
lemented proper precautions
for CCTV backups, noting
that many private security

firms excelat this.

“This involves the hard
work of hundreds of people,
and the Commission can’t af-
ford tooverlook it,” he said.
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‘Re-election at

Gujaratbooth =
after‘live

bogus votlng

‘ Times News NETWORK

'Gandhinagar'TheElectmn :
Commission (EC) has can-
celled votes in Parthampur |
booth of Gujarat’s Dahod LS |
seat and ordered a repol on
May 11 fallowing alleged

5 booth and bogus .

; voting uesday by the son of

. aBJPmember whostreamed

: itlive onsocial media.

: Vijay Bhabhor was ar-

i rested earlier and five elec-

: -tinna@clﬂsatthebmﬁlsus-"

¢ pended, including the presid-

. ingofficer; his deputiesanda

: constable. The action fol-

! lowed a probe report from

i theDahod returningofficer.

Bhabhor allegedly went

i into the booth at 5.49pm and

: left at 5.54pm, livestreaming

: hisacts. Although he deleted

: the video after it went viral,

: officialsalleged that he voted

: fortwoothers.

Congress urged the EC

: Thursday to take cognisance

: of other such irregularities.

: ' “Complaints have been filed

: by Congmsa. The EC must
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ers in on
Thursday morning
caused a ﬂntter among
the representatives of

_ politi ing
calparﬂescamp g

inside

University premlaes to

keep a watch ever the
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DECCAN CHRONICLE

‘explained that the rains
had caused the problem
and that it was rectified
immediately, assuring
them that there was no
security lapse otherwise.

Later in the day, the
Chief Electoral Officer,

-Sathyabrata Sahoo, held a

video conference with the
District Election Officers
/  Returning = Officers,
Commissioners of Police,
Superintendents of
Police, District level

k Sabha %‘?ﬂiﬂ of PWD (Civil
e Tangame

 to review
ts relat-

el matters
regard to the
General Election to Lok
Sabha 2024. 4
An official press release

lance by adeguate num-

11 0 MAY 2016

said, As per the instrue- icated line, switch, roter,
tions of ECL the contest- NVR and TV for political
ing candidates or their party agents to view the
representatives
allowed to watch the secu-  failure in the other CCTV
rity arrangements of the camgras fixed in front of
Strong Room through the strong room door, it said.

CCTV display facility pro-  Instructions had been

vided at the counting cen- issued to the DBOs to
tres. The CCTV cameras  coordinate with
were already fixed on the Electricity Department
outside of every Strong and PWD officials to
Room Door having the ensure = uninterrupted

‘polled EVMs,” . r supply for CCTV
Besides, the entire facilities in the counting
counting center was .centersand availability of

under general surveil- diesel generator with
automatic change over
ber of CCTV camerasand provision in. cdse of
to ensure uninterrupted wer failure and UPS
coverage, all  the for. strong room
DEOs/ROs were instruct- ~ CCTV cameras to ensure
ed on May 2 to make seamless watching, it
arrangements for fixing said.

of one additional CCTV  Also they 'had been.
camera in front of the _instructed to have a sta-
door of ,each  Strong biliser for CCTV installa-
Room witﬁasepamteded tion tn avuid voltage fluc-

are footage even if there was

‘cameras replaced in Anna University

tuations. DEOs had also
been instructed to ensure
that measures like surge
protector/lightning
arresfer were installed so
that the CCTV cameras do
not get affected because of
lightning, it said.

As per the existing
directions of -the ECI, the
candidates or the repre-
sentatives, of the candi-
dates based on their

‘requests, accompany the

DEO/RO/ARO to the
inner perimeter; in batch-
es, to see, verify and satjs-
fy regardmg strong room
security’ A Three-tier cor-
doning system .compris-
ing Central Armed Police
Forces, State Armed
police and local police has
been set up with con-
trolled access in all count-
ing premises to prevent
any entry of unautho-
rized persons,’ it added.

{
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Fix addl camera
on strong room
premises:-ECI

@

Chief Eleetoral Officer Satyabra-
ta Sahoo has said the Election
Commission of India (ECI) has
directed district election officers
(DEOs) and returning ‘officers
(ROs) to ensure continuous

CCTV coverage and install addi-

E&nal ot}ameras focused on the
s ms con
ingttsixe elect nic vot(i)ggtgg-

¥ 'e’ld vjp Vi Qo
confemnoe, Sahoo
curity arrangements for strong

and CCTV coverage with
e édhmomcial&

According to-the official state-
ment, DEOs and ROs have been
instructed to install one extra
CCTV camera in front of each
strong room door where the
EVMs are kept. These cameras
will have dedicated lines, switch-

es, routers, nétwork video record-
ers(NVRs),andTstorreal -time
monitoring by political party
agents.

Furthermore, DEOs have been
tasked with coordinating with

the electricity department and
~ PWD officials to ensure an unin-

terrupted power supply to CCTV :

systems at counting centres.

- Meanwhile, two surveillance
cameras mounted at the count-
ing centre established at Anna
University failed to function
bneﬂy on Wednesday due to the
rains the previous night. They
were immediately replaced.
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naddressed, long
Po]l code troubles MSMEs

H SAIIAVAHAN @cwmam

OWNERSOf MSME unftssay the
continuation of the model code
of conduct (MCC) despite com- -
pletion of polling is causing dif-
ficulties for them.

Speaking to TNIE, J James,
president of Tamil Nadu Asso-
ciation of Cottage and Tiny En-
terprises (TACT) said, “As
the state government ad-
ministration has been
restricted due to the
MCC, we could not take
grievances regarding
day-to-day operations to
the government. There are
anomalies in power supply, tax
collection, water supply etc. But
we have no option than waiting
until June 4.”

“As per the issues related to
power tariff, the demand charge
has been increased from I35 per
kw to ¥154. It was 450% surge.
When industrial unions had
been demanding to reduce the

tariff theelection was announced
and: the MCC norm was rolled
out. We took our grievance to of-
ficials. They repliéd until the
- MCC is withdrawn, they could
not move it,” he said. :
. He opined that the ECI can re-
lax the MCC and allow the state
government to take decisions to
rectify the issues in the indus-
trial sector. g
C Natarajan, presi-
dent of Gomlba!ore SID-
CO Industrial Estate
Manufacturers’ Welfare. - -
Association said, “Offi-
~  cials said they would look
into them after the election

“ results are out.”

A Sivashanmuga Kumar, pres-
ident of Coimbatore Tiny and

Small Foundry Owners’ Associa-

tion said, “The local body has im-
posed industrial tax and garbage
collection tax newly. There are
also anomalies on GST collection

from industrial units. However,

we have to wait till June4.”
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