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rt to Markadwadi

over Te-election’ using ballot papers

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

NCP(SP) president Sharad
Pawar and Maharashtra
State unit chief javant Pa-
til on Sunday visited Mar-
kadwadi village in Malshi-
ras tehsil in Solapur
district of Maharashtra to
speak to the residents who
had earlier expressed their
willingness to hold a ‘re-
election’ with  ballot
papers.

Speaking to the villag-
ers, Mr. Pawar said that the
people of Markadwadi had
all his support. “I heard
that people here were
booked when they ex-
pressed their stand on re-
election over ballot paper.”

Criticising the police ac-
tion against the villagers,

Talking to reporters, Shin-
de said the ruling Mahayu-
ti alliance won the Novem-
ber 20 assembly polls be-
cause of its work, and the
Maha Vikas

opposition
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The crowd at an anti-EVM event held by Sharad Pawar and Jayant
Patil at Markadwadi in Solapur on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Mr. Pawar said: “T urge you
to compile all such com-
plaints and give them to
me. I will take this up with
the Chief Minister, State
Chief Electoral Officer,
Prime Minister, and even
the Election Commission
of India. I request our

State’s Chief Minister, De-
vendra Fadnavis, to resolve
the doubts of the people of
Markadwadi as none of us
want to politicise this is-
sue,” Mr. Pawar said.

A woman from the vil-
lage said, “We feel we have
been cheated for not being

abla to vote as we wanted
and this is injustice in de-
mocracy. The police threa-
tened to file a case against
us if we staged a protest”
Mr. Pawar said, “When
EVM is not used anywhere
in the world, why is it used
in India alone? America,
England, and many Euro-
pean countries are con-
ducting elections on ballot
papers, not on EVM.”
Reacting to the allega-
tions, Maharashtra Deputy
CM Eknath Shinde accused
Mr. Pawar of misleading
people about EVMs. Ma-
hayuti’s win was solely due
to the hard work of the par-
ty workers; it is time the
MVA accepted the man-
date and allowed the State
to move ahead on the path
of development, he said.
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EVM row: Shinde tells Opposition to accept poll mandate '

MUM3A: Maharashira Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Slu'.nde.on Sunday hit out at the opposition, accusing
itof x_mslead.ing people about electronic voting
machines and not accepting their mandate.

Aghadi must accept the
people’s mandatz and sup-
port the government in de-
velopment works.

The Mahayuti combine
of the BJP, Shiv Sena, and

NCP swept the recently
heid pells, winning 230 out
of 288 seats, while the oppo-
sition bloc of Congress,
Shiv Sena (UBT) and NCP
(SP) managed just 45 seats.
The opposition parties
have allaged irregularities
with EVMs for its poll loss-
es and demanded the nse of
ballot papers.

Slamming the opposi-
tion, the Shiv Sena chief
said, “When you win, there
is no EVM scam, but the
machine becomes bad
when you lose. This is not
the right approach.”

He said the oppesition
must accept the people’s
mandate that they have
been decisively dafeated.



