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State gets new
chief electoral
officer

Chennai: Archana Patnaik
has been appointed as the
new chief electoral officer
for Tamil Nadu, said an offi.
cial release from Election
Commission of India on Fri-
day Archana Patnaik suc-
ceeds Satyabrata Sahoo, who
Wwas recently given addition-
al charge of animal hus.
bandry; dairying, fisheries
and fishermen welfare de-
partment.

ECI in consultation with
state govt has designated
Patnaik, a 2002 batch IAS of-
ficer, as CEQ. ECI communi-
cation said Archana Patnaik
shall cease to hold and hand
over forthwith any charges
of work under govt of Tamil
Nadu, which she may be
holding before assumption
of office. Patnaik was MSME
secretary, before her ap-
pointmentas CEO. 1wy

Patnaik is new
Chief Electoral
Officer of TN,

Archana Patnaik

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

The Election Commission
of India (EC) on Friday
named IAS officer Archana
Patnaik as the Chief Electo-
ral Officer of Tamil Nadu,
replacing incumbent Sa-
tyabrata Sahoo. Ms. Pat-

naik is at present the Secre-
fary of the MSME
Department.

Ms. Patnaik would cease
to hold and hand over
forthwith the charge of all
or any charges of work un-
der the Government of Ta-
mil Nadu, which she may
be holding before such as-
sumption of office as the
CEO, an EC notification
said. Mr. Sahoo has already
been posted as Secretary
of the Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries and Dairy Deve-
lopment Department.
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EC appoints Archana
Patnaik as TN CEO

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, NOV. 8

The Election Commission of
India appointed MSME
Secretary Archana Patnaik as
the Chief Electoral Officer for
Tamil Nadu in
the place of
Satyabrata
Sahoo.

An IAS officer
belonging to
the 2002
batch, Archana
Patnaik hails ;
from the State ;
of Odisha, to which her prede-
" cessor Sahoo, too, belonged.
Patnaik had served as the dis-
trict collector of Coimbatore.
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Archana Patnaik
is new TN Chief

Electoral Officer

CHENNAL: The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
on Friday appointed
Archana Patnaik as the
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) for Tamil Nadu,
replacing Satyabrata Sahoo.
TN assembly polls are due
in May 2026.

According to a notification
issued by the ECI Secretariat,
Archana Pamaik has been
appointed the CEO of Tamil
Nadu in consultation with the

holding the - s
additional charge of Secretary,
Animal Husbandry.

Archana Patnaik, a 2002
batch IAS officer is now
working as Secretary, MSME
department, GoTN. :

Following the ECI’s
notification, Archana Patnaik
will soon be relieved from the
post of MSME secretary.
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EC nudges poll machine

o enhance voter turn-out

MUMBAI: Seeking to counter “urban
apathy" among voters in poil-bound
Maharashtra, the Election Commis-
sion on Friday nudged its poll
machinery in the state to enhance
voter participation. Addressing a
review meeting via video conference
from Delhi along with Election
Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, Chief Election
Commissioner {CEC) Rajiv Kumar
said when voters in Left Wing
Extremism (LWE)-affected regions
such as Bastar in Chhattisgarh and
Gadchiroli in Maharashtra can vote in -
large numbers in recent polls. The
CEC directed officials to be accessi-
ble to all stakeholders for any issues.
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