Wind, (Erg TSy

,‘-)“-,.i&:dh -_1\3:? 31009 ),
Campaigning for V
byelection draws to a close

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

The curtains came down
on the month-long cam-
paign in the Vikravandi As-
sembly constituency in Vil-
lupuram  district on
Monday, ahead of the bye-
lection on July 10. Key lead-
ers of the DMK, PMK and
NTK went on a whirlwind
tour of the constituency,
trading barbs, charges and
counter-charges.

The DMK deputed a bat-
tery of Ministers, MLAS
and MPs to the constituen-
cy, while the PMK tried its
best to engage all alliance
leaders of the NDA in the
campaign.

The DMK’s campaign
was centred on the imple-
mentation of welfare
schemes over the last three
years, while the PMK fo-
cused on the alleged fai-
lures of the DMK on the
law and order front, espe-
cially the hooch tragedy,
and its delay in providing
10.5% internal reservation

Poll pitch:

Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin campaigning for DMK

ikravandi

o\

candidate Anniyur Siva on Monday. 5.5. KUMAR

for Vanniyars and conduct-
ing a caste census.

While the DMK’s cam-
paign was led by Youth
Welfare and Sports Deve-
lopment Minister Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin, the PMK's
campaign was led by its
founder S. Ramadoss and
his son and party presi-
dent Anbumani Ramadoss.

Mr. Udhayanidhi cam-
paigned for the second day
from Thumbur and visited
Nemur and Radhapuram
before ending his cam-
paign in vikravandi. He ap-
pealed to the voters to en-

sure the victory of the DMK
candidate by a margin of 1
lakh votes to continue the
good work done by former
MLA N. Pugazhenthi.

Canvassing votes for
PMK candidate C. Anbu-
mani at Soorapattu, party
president Anbumani Ra-
madoss asked voters “not
to waste their vote on the
DMK?” as the party lacked a
roadmap for the develop-
ment of the State.

The NTK’s Seeman held
rallies at Orathur and Vik-
ravandi, campaigning for
party candidate Abinaya.
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Campaigning concludes
for tomorrow’s Assembly
bypolls in 13 constituencies

The Hindu Bureaiut
NEW DELHI

Campaigning ended on
Monday for the Assembly
byelections to be held on
Wednesday in 13 consti-
tuencies across seven
States — Bihar, West Ben-
gal, Tamil Nadu, Madhya
Pradesh,  Uttarakhand,
Punjab, and Himachal
Pradesh.

The byelections will be
keenly watched, especially
in Himachal Pradesh,
where polling will be held
for the Dehra, Hamirpur,
and Nalagarh seats, vacat-
ed by Independent MLAs
who joined the BJP.

Though the Congress
has crossed the majority
mark of 35 seats in the As-
sembly by winning four of
the six seats in the byelec-
tions held simultaneously
with the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the BJP is hoping for a
windfall in these three.

In Dehra, Kamlesh Tha-
kur, the Congress candi-

The seats are
spread across seven
States; votes will be
counted on July 13

date and wife of Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
is contesting against the
BJP’s Hoshiyar Singh, one
of the three Independents
who switched sides from
the Congress.

The Vikravandi Assemb-
ly constituency in Tamil
Nadu saw key leaders of
the DMK, the PMK and the
Naam Tamilar Katchi

_ (NTK) hit the campaign

trail trading barbs, charges
and counter-charges. The
DMK campaign mainly
centred on the implemen-
tation of welfare schemes
over the past three years,
while the PMK focused on
the failures of the DMK on
the law and order front, es-
pecially the recent hooch
tragedy, and its delay in

conducting a caste-wise
census in the State.

In West Bengal, bypolls
were necessitated in three
of the four seats after the
BJP MLAs switched sides to
the Trinamool Congress. It
remains to be seen wheth-
or the BJP is able to retain
the Raiganj, Ranaghat
Dakshin and Bagda seats.

The fourth seat, Manik-
tala, fell vacant with the
death of Trinamool MLA
Sadhan Pande. His wife,
Supti Pande has been field-
ed by the Trinamool.

In Punjab, the Jalandhar
West Assembly seat fell va-
cant after Sheetal Angural
resigned as the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) legislator and
joined the BJP.

In Bihar’s Rupauli, Inde-
pendent MP Rajesh Ran-
jan, alias Pappu Yadav, an-
nounced “full support” to
RJD candidate Bima Bharti
whom he had defeated in
the Lok Sabha election.

Counting will take place
onJuly 13.
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PMK complains of

cash distribution to
voters in Vikravandi

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

The PMK on Monday sub-
mitted a complaint to Vik-
ravandi Returning Officer
M. Chandrasekhar alleg-
ing distribution of cash to
voters by the ruling DMK
ahead of the byelection.

PMK spokesperson K.
Balu alleged that the DMK
had been distributing cash
to voters for the past few
days. Though complaints
were submitted to the Re-
turning Officer a week ago,
no action was taken, he
said.

The DMK had distribut-
ed %1,000 per vote to all
voters in the constituency,
totalling 23 crore in the
first phase, he claimed.

However, the Returning
Officer said that he had
not received any such in-
formation so far.

Mr Balu alleged that Mi-
nisters and elected repre-
sentatives of the ruling

party had started distri-
buting the second instal-
ment of 1,000 to voters,
fearing a defeat in the bye-
lection. Cash to the tune of
over %50 crore had been
distributed to voters, he
alleged

The PMK alleged that
the DMK transported resi-
dents from villages across
the constituency and con-
fined them at various plac-
es during Minister for
Youth Welfare and Sports
Development Udhayanid-
hi Stalin’s visit to Vikravan-
di on Sunday. They were
given ¥500 per vote, he al-
leged.

The DMK candidate’s
election expenses had ex-
ceeded 5 crore, breach-
ing the limits set by the
Election Commission of
India. The DMK candidate
should be disqualified and
the election may also be
countermanded as the
process had been serious-
ly vitiated, Mr. Balu said.
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EC allows Sharad Paw

ar’s party

{0 accept donations from public

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
has accepted a request by
the Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharadchandra Pa-
war (NCP-SP) to allow it to
accept voluntary contribu-
tions from the public in
view of the Assembly elec-
tion in Maharashtra.

The Sharad Pawar-led
party had requested the
commission to issue a com-
munication or certificate

recording the status of the
party for the purpose ofac-
cepting voluntary
contributions.

The EC, in its communi-
cation to the party on Mon-
day, authorised it “to ac
cept any amount  of
contribution voluntarily
offered to it by any person.
or company other than a
government company” in
compliance with Sections
29 B and 29 C of the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, 1951, which govern the

contribution to all parties.
An eight-member delega-
tion of the NCP-SP led by
its working president Su-
priya Sule met the commis-
sion earlier here. °

The NCP split in July last
year after Ajit Pawar and
eight other MLAS joined
the Eknath Shinde govern-
ment. The EC gave the par-
ty name and ‘clock’ symbol
to the Ajit faction, while
the Sharad group was allot-
ted the symbol of ‘man
blowing turha’.



29 Candidates
In The Fray;
DMK, PMK Main
Contenders

Timaes News NETWORK

Villupuram: On the last
day of electioneering on
Monday for the Vikravandi

bypoll, chief minister M K

Stalinappealed totheelecto-
rate to vote for DMK. The by-
poll will be held on July 10.
Earlier, he had released a
video urging the people to
teach a befitting lesson to
the partiesthatbetray social
justice.

In a statement issued on
Monday, Stalin, who did not
visit Vikravandi to cam-
paign, listed out theachieve-
ments of the DMK govt in
the constituencyinthethree
yearssince assuming power.
Aiming to woo the vanniyar
voters in their stronghold
constituency, Stalin said the
govt proposed to constructa
memorialatz5.7crorein Vil-
Iupuram for 21 people who
lost their lives in police fir-
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FEVER PITCH: Sports minister Udhayanidhi Stal
Anbumani Ramadoss seeks votes for the party'
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campaigns for DMK’s Anniyur Siva, and PMK president
s C Anbumani, in Vikravandi on Monday

ing during a profest de-
manding reservation for
backward classes in 1987,
Similarly, the govt pro-
posed to construct a mani-
mandapam at an estimated
cost of 74 crore for A Govin-
dasamy, the late vanniyar
leader and agriculture min-
ister in the cabinet of chief
ministers Annaduraiand M
Karunanidhi, hesaid.
Though 29 candidates
are in the fray, the real fight
is between DMK and PMK.
The constituency witnessed
intense campaigns by DMK,

PMK and NTK functionar-
ies. More thana dozen DMK
ministers andscores of par-
ty functionaries from vari-
ous districts camped here to
ensure the party’svictory.
The bypoll is seen as a
testfor theruling party after
theKallakurichihooch trag-
edy, which claimed 65 lives,
including six women, and
left more than 150 hospital-
ised. The votes will be count-
ed on July 13 and the results
will be declared the same
day. Theseatfell vacantafter
DMK MLA N Pugazhenthi,

69, passed away in April af-
teraprolonged illness.

Meanwhile, Puducherry
deputy commissioner (ex-
cise) M Mathew Francisina
circular said all bars, res-
taurants and hotels serving
liquor, arrack and toddy
shops in Mannadipet com-
mune along the Puducher-
ry-Tamil Nadu border must
remain closed from July 8 to
10 on account of the Vikra-
vandi bypoll. The shops
must remain closed on the
counting day too, he said in
therelease.
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CAMPAIGN ENDS
i
VOTES IN FOCUS

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR,
D. SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, JULY 8

The 20-day high voltage
campaign for the July 10
by-election to the
Vikravandi Assembly seat
in Villupuram district
came to an end on Monday
evening with top leaders of
all the three major parties
in race, the ruling DMK,
the PMK and the Naam
Tamizhar Katchi, going
around the constituency
seeking the support of the
people raising different
issues. ¢

Officials swung into
action to ensure that out-
siders left the constituen-
cy, where polling will take
place from 7 am fo 6 pmon
Wednesday when the fate
of 29 candidates in the fray
will be decided by the
2,34,624 strong electorate,
and no campaign related
work was carried out after
the deadline. : :

Youth affairs minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, PMK
president Anbumani
Ramadoss and NTK chief
coordinator were in the
field canvassing votes for
their candidates, Anniyur
Siva, C Anbumani and
Abinaya, respectively,
who are key contestants
among the list of 29 candi-
dates.

While the DMK was
highlighting its achieve-
ments in the past three
years.
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Curtains on Vlkravandl bypoll campaign

CHENNAL Electioneering for the July
10 Vikravandi assembly bypoll came
to an end at 6 pm on Monday. As the
ruling DMK went full throttle to
retain the seat and maintain its
winning streak under Chief
Minister MK Stalin, the PMK and
theNTKhitthegmundl’:arﬂtogwe
theDrandinnmaJnr a tongh fight.

The elechon was necessitated following
the demise of DMK legislator N Puga-
lenthi who had won against AIADMK
candidate Muthamilselvan by a margin
of around 9,500 votes in the 2021 assem-

bly polls. Since the ATADMK decided to
refrain from contesting the bypoll, NTK
chief Seeman and PMK leaders Rama-
doss and Anbumani Ramadoss fought

hard to garner the ATADMK votes.

Seaman even backed the hunger stir
by Edappadi K Palaniswami and AIAD-
MK MLAs in Chennai over the
Kallakurichi hooch tragedy. Anbumani
also appealed to the ATADMK voters to
help defeat the ruling party. However,
BJP State chief K Annamalai, campaign-
ing for PMK ridiculed EPS for running
away from the election. “EPS has asked
the cadre not to vote for PMK. The mes-
sage is not to boost its voting percentage
and improve its bargaining power for
the forthcoming assembly elections,”
said an ATADMK functionary.
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Sharad faction
gets EC nod to
accept donations

NEW DELHi: The Election Commission on Monday
allowed the Nationalist Congress Party-Sharadchan-
dra Pawar to accept donations keeping in mind the
forthcoming assembly poﬂs in Maharashira.

The Sharad Pawar-led ouifit had requested the commis-
sion to certify the status of the party for it to accept volun-
tary contributions from the public. :

The poll panel has authorised the party to “accept any
amount of contribution voluntarily offered to it by any
person or company other than a government company”
under the relevant seetions of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, which govern the confribution to ali po-

litical parties. =~
Authorisationts  An eightmember delega-
donations tion of the NCP-SP party led

ﬁﬂtmm il ‘by' its working president S'u-

priya Sule met the commis-
the final dispesal of  sion on Monday.

the petitioninthe - In July iasbzmyear, Ajit
&‘m Court Pawar led a rebellion against
the EC tl:giﬁ his uncle Sharad Pawar and
claimed the symbol as well as
the party name Nationalist
Congress Party, c1tmg the support of over two-thirds of

the outfit's legislators in the Maharashira assembly.

The Election Commission-upheld his claim and asked
the Sharad Pawar-led faction to pick a new name as an
‘interim measure in view of the Lok Sabha electicns.

The authorisation to the NCP-SP to accept donations
will be applicable till the final disposal of the petition
in the Supreme Court against the Election Commission
decision. The Sharad Pawar-led NCP-SP contested 10
Lok Sabha seats in Maharashitra and won eight, while
Ajit Pawar’s NCP contested five seafs and managed fo
win just one.
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