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All strong rooms in State
to get more CCTV cameras

Tamil Nads Chief Electoral Offcer Satyabrata
Sahoo on Wednesday informed the Madras High

Court of having instructed all District Election
Officers in the State to install additional _
d%edmmtelemonicmﬂmﬂﬂs inall
strong rooms where Electronic Voting Machines -
(EVMS.usedmtheLokS:ih&el fon in

1 of Justic
Commission of India Standing Counsel Niranjan

Rajagopalan said that the aditional cameras
would have a dedicated line, switch, and router,
and a television for agents of political parties to

view the footage. The Division Bench recorded
u me;stlbmission,-'ahd_gifs'posed:of a writ petition.

CEC looks into
poll readiness
of AP.and
Telangana

e , :
Considering Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangand as
usensitive States” that are
going to the polls in the
fourth phase on May 13,
Chief Election Commus-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar
has instructed the Chief
Electoral Officers of the
States to remain prepare
for the “big day”. Mr- Rajiv
Kumar held a meeting 1
virtual mode with the CE-
0Os and other officials of the
14 States and two Union
Territories going to the
polls on May 13.

Referring to the summer
heat, the EC instructed the
authorities to make arran-
gements for the voters at
polling stations on the poll-
ing day.
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TNCC moves HC to refrain Modi

from

- Tuuts News Nsrquu

Chennai: 'I‘amx; Nadn,CGﬂg i

© ress Committee (TNCC) has
: movedMadrasbigh ourt see

Commission of I

call for an explanaﬁon" om
prunemmlsterNarmdraMa-

di for his alleged hate spee-

ches made during the election

campaign.

It also wanted the ECI to

. restrain Modi from making
any more misleading and de-
rogatory statemants in con-
nection with (;nngress elec-
tion manifesto and the party.
On Thursday, when the va-
cation benchof Justice AD Ja-
gadish Chandira and Justice
R Kalaimathi commenced
their hearing, Congress coun-
sel AP Suryaprakasam made
a mention before the bench
and said the high court regist-
ry had refused to number the
petition since the prime mini-
ster had been added as are
spondent. &
Takingnoteof the submis-
sion, the bench directed the
petitioner to rectify the queri-

been
_ .hatespeechesbyuodi,them
= issued only one show-cause noti-
~ ce to BJP instead of directly add-
ressing Narendra Modi

'multiple
lodged with the ECl against

‘demgatory remarks

;j_;__..gtounpeum« even
complaints

had

esraisedbytheregistry andfi-
le the petition for numbering.
According to the petitio- |

! ner, even though multiple,

~complaints had been 1
with the E€I against hate spe- *
eches by Modi, the ECI issued

only one show-cause notice to

BJP instead of directly add-
ressing Narendra Modi.

“The prime minister is so-
lely responsible for these in-
flammatory remarks, deroga-
tive and divisive speeches.
This leniency of the ECI
sends a wrong signal to the ci-
tizens and undermines the in-
tegrity of our nation’s whole
electoral process," the party
said.

He had made unsavoury

'remarlis ag_aiﬁst Muslims in
multiple election meetings

since April 21, the petition sa-

id filed by TNCC president K
Selvaperunthagax
He alleged that the BJP

; was"uuempnng to win the

2024 Lok Sabha elections by
hook or by crook, and therefo-
re, it was indulging ina divisi-
vecampaign alongcommunal
lines, :

_ “Arepresentation was ma-
de to the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer’s office in Chennai on May

"1, calling for immediate and

decisiveaction against Modi's
derogative statements and
communal rhetoric. However,
no response was received,”

thepetition said.

...................................................................................................................
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File picture of a guard from the Central Armed Forces standing outside a strong
room at Thoothukudi's VOC Government Engineering College | exeress
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Additional CCTVs will

be set up in TN strong
rooms, ECI tells HC

R SIVAKUMAR @Chennal

THE Election Commission of
India on Wednesday told the
Madras High Court that addi-
tional cameras will be installed
with dedicated lines at the
strong rooms where the Elec-

tronic Voting Machines (EVMs) *

Q

are stocked in all Lok
Sabha constituencies
in Tamil Nadu to en-
sure uninterrupted

there are interruptions in the
feeds of existing cameras,” the
counsel said.

Directing the ECI to furnish
a reply to the representation.
submitted by the petitioner in
this regard by Wednesday, the
bench closed the petition.

Moreover, the high court
bench also questioned
the interest of the peti-
tionéer in this matter
when the contesting

functioning of the sur- b::lﬂb;(x hl avI: political parties them-
veillance systems. provide one mofe selves had not ap-
The submission Was ¢y cameraper Proached it.
made by advocate strongroom with Ravi, in his petition,
Niranjan Rajagopalan, adedicated line, sought the HC to set up
beforeadivisionbench  switch,router, an expert committee
of Justices A D Jagad-  NetworkVideo  under supervisionof a
ish Chandira and R  Recorderanda  rqtired judge to ascer-
Kalaimathi, when a dedicatedTVto 4. 40 aiises behind
public interest litiga-  Viewfootage 1 "o ent snags suf-
tion petition filed by NiranjanRajagopalan, fered by CCTV camer-
advocate and PIL ac- counsel for ECI as at the strong rooms

tivist M L. Ravi came
up for hearing.

“All district election officers
(DEOs) have been directed to
provide one additional CCTV
per strong room with a new
dedicated line, switch, router,
NVR (Network Video Recorder)
and a dedicated TV for party
agents to view footage even if

in N¥giris, Erode and
Vlllupuram districts. He stated
that\the ECI shall take steps to
instil confidence in the voters
by holding a probe into the
technical glitches suffered by
the surveillance systems at the
three constituencies and re-
lease a white paper on the
findings.
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HC to"

NCC: Get petition

agamst PM Modi numbered -

v&eﬁﬁﬂﬂbmchofJushceAD

- Jagadish Chandira and Jus-
- tice R Kalaimathi. The coun-
~ sel mentioned that the regis-

- tryis refusing to number his
- client’s petition since it is

~ against PM Modi.

answer q

Aﬁer the submzssiom the

fhe regltry n get the

- tion numbered. :
'I‘NOG imcident K Sel-- 3
eruntha ( ~ wealth going into Muslims

"ferred'theMuslimsofthls

to country as “infiltrators” and

i Bs thoﬂewhohavealarge
ti- number of children” and
- claimed that the opposition’s -

victory would mean Hindus’

J he hands, said the petition. -

Modi's speeches have

ive ac- been replete with fabrica-

3 a2 Hpe!
It was wbmitted that

'Modi made series of inflam-

matory and derogatory state-

ments against Muslims and

Congress during his cam-
pa.ignsinRajasthanandGu
jarat. *

credibility wi

- ‘tions and abusive language

~ aimed at dxqcredxﬂng the
Congr%s esto and its

out any iota
of fl'llth read mw t._lon
Despite numerous
plaints lodgtad‘.vqith-tha EC
across the country urging
action against PM, the EC
has issued only show cause.

: noﬂmhth&ﬂ?mtherthm :
Modi went a little too far which is di -
even by his standardsandre- i




z;.z-? Next
~ QMAY ?_024‘

2 CCTVs black out again in
Villupuram counting centre

Officials blame thunderstorm for the interruption from 7.28 to 810 am

Police personnel starring at the blacked out screens of two CCTVs

_mmmmhmmmﬁeﬁw

CHENNAI: Live feed of the
strongrooms, where the
electronie voting machines
(EVMs) and Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) used
for the polling in Villupuram
and Tindivanam Assembly
segments were kept in the
counting centre for Parliamenta-
ry constituency was down for
nearly an hour from 7.28 am on
Wednesday.

According to officials, the live feed
from the CCTV cameras covering
two out of the six sealed strong-
rooms in Arignar Anna Government

Arts College in Villupuram inter-:

rupted due to thunder and storm in
the morning hours.

“At about 7.58 am, monitors of the
two strongrooms blacked out follow-
ing thunderstorms. It was restored
at about 8.10 am,” said an official,
while agents of the political parties

have also echoed the same. It was
the second incident in the last cou-

ple of days in the counting centre.

and fourth across the state.

Sources said that though the offi-
cials manning the centre sought the
permission of Collector-cum-Dis-
trict Electoral Officer C Palani to
turn off the surveillance Jnechaniam
following thunderstorm during the
early hours of the day, he responded
negatively to avoid “unwanted at-
tention.” . =0

Meanwhile VCK general secre-
tary and sitting MP D Ravikumar
filed a complaint with the Returning
Officer r the incident and
urged the authorities to take appro-
pnatemeasumtoensure round the
clock: survaillanae

It may be recalled that live
streaming of the strong rooms,in thé
counting centre had been disturbed

for nearly 30 minutes on last Friday -

due to power fluctuation.

EOs told to install more
dedicated CCTVs: EC in HC

CHENNAI: The Election Commniission submitted
before the Madras High Court that it has
instructed all the election officers to install

© additional CCTV units in every strongroom

with dedicated line to ensure the arrange-
ments are not interrupted.

Thevacation bench of Justice Jagadish Chandira
and Justice R Kalaimathi heard a petition moved
by ML Ravi, president of Desiva Makkal Sakthi
Katchi seeking fo form an expert committee to
find out the reason for the blackout and snags in
CCTV cameras installed to menitor the strong-
rooms iy the state,

The EC submitted an affidavit stating that
instructions has already been given to all the
district election officers to install additional
CCTV unit in every strongrooms where the
voting machines and VVPATS are kept safely,
with dedicated lines and TV screens enabling all
the political parties to view the footage even if
there are any technical failure.

election officers are also instructed to
ensuresufficient measures are taken so that the
CCTVs are not interrupted for any reasons,
including technical and electrical, said the
affidavit. Recording the submission, the bench
disposed of the petition.

The petitioner contended that the CCTV
cameras installed in many strongrooms
encountered blackout or fatlure, which raised
suspicion in the mind of the voters. It was also
submitted that in The Nilgiri constituency alone
173 CCTV cameras went off for nearly half an
hour in the strongroom. Likewise, in Erode on
April 29, CCTV cameras malfurictioned, said the
petitioner seeking a white paper.
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