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Chennai: DMK believed that
the Vikravandi bypoll would
be a cakewalk coming soon af-
terthelandsiidevietory inLok
Sabha polls. But ATADMK’s
boyeott announcement
sparked a race for ATADMEK
votes. Thers was fear that the
ovposition votes would consol-
idate infavour of the PMKcan-
didatewhowas contestingasa
BJPally

Sensing the challenge,
DMK has left no stones un-
furned to woo voters. It has de-
ployed more than a dozen min-
isters and scores of function-

aries from other districts to

campaign foritscandidate An-
niyur Siva alias A Sivashan-
mugam, 53. Siva is secretary
of DMK agricultural labour-
er’swing.

PMK fielded C Anbumani,
66, while Naam Tamilar
Eaichi has fielded homoeo-
Dpathy doctor Abinaya Ponniv-
alavan, 28. All three candi-
dates hail from the vanniyar
community, who form amajor-
ityof voters in Vikravandi, fol-
lowed by dalits. The seat b
came vacant after DMK MLA
N Pugazhenthi, §9, passed
away in April.
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Fight in Vikravandi is for AIADMK vote

With The Party Sitting It Out, Those In Fra
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RESULT

Puzhagendhi

Sl&'nf ﬂm:rpﬁliéemen frisk

people ahead of the bypoll on July

PMK president Anbumani
Ramadoss and NTK chief Sea.
man launched an intense cam-
paign, mounting a stiff chal-
lenge for DMK. The Kallaky.
ruchi hooch  tragedy only
made matters worse for the
ruling party. The murder of
BSP state president Arm.
strong hasnow given fresh am-
munition to opposition par-
tes.

DMK members say that
more than anything else, their
Key threat was aconsolidation
of AIADMEK votes in favour of
PMEK. The saving grace for
DMK came in the form of a
public spat between AIADME
general secretary Edappadi K

iswami abd BJP state
president K Annamalai spat.
Until their verbal duel, PMK
was hopeful of garnering

much of the ATADME votes,
PMK had openly sought
AIADMEK voters to back the
PMK candidate. NTK leader
Seeman too sought the sup-
portof ATADMK voters,

The verbal attack of Anna-
malai on EPS has antagonised
a section of ATADMK voters.
“We have decided to support
the PMK this time. After
AIADMIK, it is PMK which

strived hard to develop our

community and the constity-
ency,” said V Kalyani, 55 from
Vikravandi town,

While vanniyar voters in
AIADMK might back PME,

young voters ave likely to sup-

port NTK, while dalits may
back DMK, say insiders, Dalit
voters from ATADMEK point
out that they were not only
against PMK, but also BJP
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y Wooing Its Supporters

Udhayanidhi: DMK
will win byelection

Times News Network

Chenmai: Sports minister :

Udhayanidhi Stalin said
on Sunday that the DMK
will win the Vikravandi as-
sembly segment because its

principal rival in the bypoll
battlefield, PMX, has
aligned with

the BJP.

Cam-
paigning for
DMK candi-
J date Anniyur
3 Siva in Vikra-
vandi on Sunday, Udhaya-
nidhi said the people of Ta-
mil Nadu have already re-
Jjected BJP in the Lok Sabha

election. In a similar man-
ner, voters of Vikravmdx
willreject e BJP -PMK al-

liance, hesaid. -

“Narendra Modi was
desperatetowinaseatin'lja—
mil Nadu and came to the
state six times during the
LokSabhaelection. But peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu did not
votefor him,” he said.

Thistime too, people will
notvote for the BJP front, he
said.

Udhayanidhi also hitout
at the BJP for not banning
NEET. He said only now po-
litical parties in the north-
ern states have understood
the problems in NEET but
chief minister M K Stalin
has been demanding the
Union govt to ban NEET for
Seven years. Despite several

- demands to ban the medical

entrance, the Union govt is
notheedingthem.

“The PMK is now align-
ingwiththe BJP, which is re-
fusing to ban the NEET,” he
said. DMK, on the other
hand, was aligning with the
people of the state, Udya-
naidhisaid.

Taking a dig at the
ATADMK for boycotting the
bypoll, Udhayanidhi said
AIADMK was not only
scared of DMK but was also
afraid of BJP, which is the
reason they are staying
away from the bypoll.



Representation of women in

Not only did the Trinamool Congress field a large number of women but most of them also got elected
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epresentation of women
in the Lok Sabha has in- |

creased significantly since

the first parliamentary election in
1952 (Table 1). In the first Lok Sab-
ha, there were 22 women MPs out
of a total of 439, constituting a
share of 4.5%. In 1957, of the 494
MPs, 27 were women (5.5%). In the
17th Lok Sabha, which had 543
MPs, 78 were women (14.4%). The
18th Lok Sabha constituted after
the 2024 election has 74 women
MPs out of a total of 543 (13.6%).

There was barely any difference
among political parties between
the 2019 and 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions when it came to fielding wo-
men candidates, The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) gave a slightly
higher proportion of tickets to wo-
men candidates in 2024 (15.7%)
compared to 2019 (12.6%). The
Congress fielded 41 women candi-
dates in 2024 compared to 52 in
2019, but the share of women field-
ed was the same in both years
(12.3%). This is because it contest-
ed fewer seats in 2024 compared
to 2019. The Trinamool Congress
fielded fewer candidates (12) too
compared to 2019 (23) (Table 2).

The success rate of BJP women
candidates declined to 44.9% in
2024 from 74.6% in 2019. The par-
ty fielded more women in 2024
compared to 2019. But the number
of women who got elected in 2024
declined from 41 to 31. On the oth-
er hand, the success rate of Con-
gress women candidates increased
to 18.8% in 2024 from 11.5% in
2019. Of the 41 women candidates
of the Congress, 13 got elected to
the Lok Sabha in 2024. The Trina-
mool Congress fielded 12 women
of which 11 got elected to the Lok
Sabha (91.6% successrate). It is im-
portant to note that five of the 14
women contestants from the Sa-
majwadi Party also got elected to
the Lok Sabha (Table 3).

Women constituted 40.9% of all
the Trinamool’s MPs in 2019. In
2024, the share is 37.9%. This is
much higher than any other politi-
cal party. Women constitute 12.9%
of the total number of BJP MPs in
the current House, which is not ve-
ry different from the 2019 share of
13.5%. Similarly, women MPs com-
prise 13.1% of all the Congress MPs
in the current Lok Sabha election.
Though the actual number of Con-
gress MP was far less in 2019, the
share was only marginalily less at
11.5% (Table 4).

Many commentators have said
that a large number of women vot-
ed for the BJP because they bene-
fited from the party’s welfare
schemes. The National Election
Study 2024 conducted by Lokniti-
Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS) show that this is
an overstatemeni. Women voters
have voted for different parties in
different States.

Among women voters in West
Bengal, 53% voted for the Trina-
mool while only 33% voted for the
BJP. This resulted in a stunning vic-
tory for the Trinamool. In Karnata-
ka, 52% of the women voters voted
for the Congress, while 46% voted
for the BJP/National Democratic
Alliance (NDA). In Bihar, 50% of
the women voters voted for the
NDA and only 37% voted for the IN-
DIA bloc. In Haryana, 49% of wo-
men voters chose the Congress/IN-
DIA while 42% voted for the
BJP/NDA. In Madhya Pradesh, 60%
of women voters chose the BJP
compared to only 34% who choose
the Congress. In Delhi, 57% of wo-
men voters chose the BJP, while
41% voted for INDIA. In Rajasthan,

Women in the Lower House

The data for the tables wera sourcad from the Election Commission of India and the National Election Study (NES) 2024
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Table 3: Party-wise success rate of women candidates in the Lok Sabha elections 0f 2019 and 2024
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Table 4: Party-wise women elected in the Lok Sabha polls of 2019 and 2024
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