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EVMs back in strong rooms,

not to be disturbed for 45 days |

With the culmination of voﬁe«:oun i

centres in the State, the elecn-onicuvggti:éan ©
machines (EVMs) and related equipment have
bee.n,mm{ed.to the respective strong rooms in
various dlsn_-1cts. They would be under the
control of District Election Officers and not be
dlstgrbed for 45 days, a senior official said,
adding: “They will not be disturbed so that they
can l?e tgl_ten out [of the strong rooms] if any
petition is moved in the High Court, and it
becomes necessary to move the equipment.”
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65.79% turnout in
2024 Lok Sabha
election, says EC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The just-concluded Lok
Sabha election saw a total
voter turnout of 65.79%,
the Election Commission
(EC) said on Thursday. The
turnout in the 2019 elec-
tion was 67.4%.

The poll panel said the

final figures for 2024 could
change as these did not in-
clude postal ballots. Chief
Election Commissioner Ra-
jiv Kumar had said earlier
that a total of 64.2 crore vo-
ters had exercised their

Lakshadweep recorded
the highest voter turnout
at 84% followed by Assam
at 81%. The lowest turnout
was recorded in Bihar at
56.19%. Uttar Pradesh

(56.92%) and Mizoram

(56.87%) were the other
low turnout States.
The EC said the overall

Lakshadweep

~ recorded the highest

voter turnout; the
lowest turnout was
recorded in Bihar

voter turnout for the se-
venth phase was 63.88%.

‘Mr. Kumar, along with
Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and Dr.
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu,
met President Droupadi
Murmu and submitted the
list of MPs elected to the .
18th Lok Sabha.

Once the list of MPs is
handed over to the Presi-
dent, the formal process to
constitute the Lok Sabha
will begin.

Narendra Modi is set to
take oath on June 9 for a
third consecutive term af-
ter the BJP-led National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA)
won a majority.
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Party more than candidate
holds sway over voters

Nirmanyu Chouhan

Subhavan Acharya
Majumdar

The Lok Sabha election re-
sults have once again
drawn attention to the
multifaceted diversity that
the Indian political land-
scape represents. One as-
pect of that diversity is the
difference in the ways vo-
ters relate to parties. Des-
pite the impression that
voters are cynical about
parties, a significant por-
tion of the electorate conti-
nues to identify closely
with political parties. A lit-

tle less than half the res-

pondents in the CSDS-Lok-
niti  post-poll : study
expressed a sense of alle-
glance to one party or
another (Table I). This pro-
portion has increased sub-
stantially over the past de-
cade — in 2014, only 32%
respondents had ex-
pressed allegiance to a

In tune with the multi-
party composition of polit-
ical competition and the
presence of many State-le-
vel parties, one in three vo-
ters who admit to being
close to some party s close
to a party other than the
Congress or the BJP (Table
2).

This discussion of party
allegiance is important in

view of the fact that half

the voters decide their vote
on the basis of partyrather
than the candidate or any
other factor (Table 3). A lit-
tle over one-third (36%) of
the respondents stated
that the candidate was the
primary factor in their vot-
ing decision. This indicates
that while party affiliation
remains a dominant factor,
the personal appeal and
credentials of individual
candidates also playa role
in shaping voter
preferences.

Party or PM?
Since the rise of Narendra
Modi as leader of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party, elec-
tions have assumed the
characteristic of a presi-
dential battle; appeals are
now made in the name of
the Prime Ministerial can-
didate.

However, with the IN-
DIA alliance refusing to

Table 1: Table 2: Party
Closeness to affiliation
political parties ? : ai

I & _ Cun i 23

No 43 m’p 43

Yes 45 Others 31
:ﬁ?iﬁ:;m per cent. Rest mﬁﬁ- in p.er cent. Rest
Question asked: Is there any Question asked: Which party do
political party you feel close to? you feel close to?

Table 3: Primary
considerations

while voting in

the 2024 Lok
Sabha election

PM candidate 10

Hote: All figures in per cent Restdid.

not .

ent considerations while deciding
whom to vate for. In this efection
‘what mattered to you more - party
or candidate?

Table 4: Considerations while voting

cansiderat
Voters of Congress 50 41 5
Voters of Congressallies | 51 | 38 7
Voters of BJP 46 34 17
Voters of BJP allies 5% | 32 9

Note All figures in per cent. Rest did not

Note: The AAP is the Congress's ally only in Gujarat, Haryana, and Delhi, and
the Trinamool Congress is only in Uttar Pradesh.

identify any leader as its
possible Prime Ministerial
candidate, voters were less
interested in this aspect of
the electoral competition
this time.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
election, 17% of voters con-
sidered the PM candidate
as a crucial factor in decid-
ing whom to vote for
(CSDS-Lokniti NES 2019
post-poll).

However, in the 2024
election, this percentage
dropped to just 10%. This
decline signifies the re-
duced impact of the PM
candidate as a factor in in-
fluencing voting choice.

Among voters who ex-
pressed a closeness to the
NDA, nearly half consi-

dered the party itself as
their main reason for vot-
ing, while only one in 10
respondents (9%) cited the
PM candidate as a deciding
factor (Table 4). Similarly,
voters aligned with the IN-
DIA bloc also predomi-
nantly considered the par-
ty as their primary voting
criterion.

Coupled with the fact
that a large proportion of
voters feel close to some
party, the finding that for
half the voters, party is an
important consideration in
deciding their vote indi-
cates the relevance of par-
tes to electoral choices.

The authors are researchers
at CSDS-Lokniti
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SKM demands

apology from
Modi for ‘MCC
violation’

elhi: Samyukt Kisan
?&%ﬁc]ﬂ (SKM), which coordi-
nated the farmers’ protes;c:
against three farn_l laws tha
the govt finally mthd;ew, o? :
Thursday demanded an apt')i -
ogy from PM Nan_endrg M,o fl
for “continuous violation™ o
the model code of conduct
(MCC) and urged Supreme
Court toactagainst those who
breached tht(a)d law during the
ion period.
Ble?‘téKN? demands Narendra
Modi, the newly-elected le_ader
of the National Dernqcranc Al-
liance,totenderpubl.xc ap_olog¥
for the continuous violation o
model code of conduct or fi\cﬁ
- prosecution as per the law. s
are equal before the law and
Modi cannot be an exception,
SKM said inastatement.

SEEKS SC ACTION

“Modi, along with_ many
top leaders of BJE wolatgd
the MCC in many ways eg
spreading venomous h‘atr ¢
against the principal minori-
ty community of I.m.na mis-
using religious faith of the
common people for electora.l

gains and resorted to blgtan
lies, misused state machinery
and even intimidaf:ed the po-
litical opposition,” it addegl. .
The farmers’ union said i
haddemandedthqttheECtal](;
action against misuse of reli-
gion and communal propagani
da by Modi, but the_po]l pane
paid noheed. * Cons1st_enﬂy in-
stigating hatred _agau}st mg
norities fosters alienation anc
insecurity among the minori-
ties which breeds fundamen-
talistﬁendsandwagkenssc_ecu-
lar foundations. T}ns prow.des
opportunity to mmor}ty corm-
munalism, isolates minorities
and hampers the common
movement of farmers, work-
ers and all opp}'essed sec-
tions,” the SKM said.
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DMDK seeks
recouiiting of

votes polled in
Virudhunagar

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

DMDK  general secretary
Premallatha Vijayakant on
Thursday sought recount-
ing of votes polled in the
Virudhunagar Lok Sabha
constituency wherein her
son and the party’s candi-
date, Vijaya Prabhakaran,
lost to B. Manickam Tagore
of the Congress by a mar-
gin of just 4,379 votes.
Addressing reporters
here, she said that while
the victory margin of many
other candidates was in
lakhs, her son Jost by a dif-
ference of just 0.49, Alleg-
ing foul play, she said that
the election officials were
pressured. “We request the
Election Commission for
recounting the votes
polled in the constituency
under the supervision of 4
retired judge...,” she said.
Ms. Premallatha fiirther
said that a party that had
been there for Mmany years
should have allowed 2
youth to win. “If they had
allowed it, I would have sa.
luted them,” she said,
Asked whether the par-
ty would move the High
Court seeking a recount,
Ms, Premallatha said there
Was no problem in ap-
proaching the court, but
the verdict would only be
given after many years.
Mr. Tagore dismissed
Ms. Premallatha’s allega-
tions and said that she
needed to accept the
defeat.

Plea submitted
Meanwhile, an advocate
submitted a plea from Mr.
Vijaya Prabhakaran at the
office'of the Chief Electoral
Officer here, seeking a re-
count, and action against
those involved in “electoral
malpractices”.

In his plea, he said that
Ministers of the DMK en-
tered the office of the Re-
turning Officer, and count-
ing centres. Though the
DMDK agents flagged this,
no action was taken, he ad-

I ded.
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R on seizure of

¥ 399 crore from BJP MLAs employees

Chennai, June 6: The
Madras high court on
Thursday declined to
guash an FIR registered
by the CB-CID wing of the
Tamil Nadu police in-con-
nection with the seizure of
73.99 crore from the
employees of BJP Lok
Sabha candidate for the
just concluded Lok Sabha
polls - from Tirunelveli,
Nainar Nagendran.

Nagendran is the sitting
MLA from Tirunelveli
segment.

Justice G Jeyachandran

closed the petition filed by .

Kesava Vinayagam, an
Organising Secretary of
Tamil Nadu Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which
sought to guash the FIR
registered in connection
with the seizure: from
Nellai Express at
Tambaram railway sta-

tion on April 6.

The judge, however,
directed the police not to
harass Kesava
Vinayagam. 5

In his petition, Kesava
Vinayagam submitted that

a flying squad on April 6
conducted a search in
Nellai Express at
Tambaram and found
Sathish and Perumal,

employees of hotels
belonging to Naignar
Nagendran = and~ one

Naveeen were in posses-
sion of huge cash.

The team seized ¥3.99
crore and handed it over
to the Tahsildar and a
police cage was registered.
The three men were
arrested and subsequently
released on bail, he added.

He said while so, the
CBCID re-registered a
‘case and recorded the

TThe s

statements of the three
men. Based on their state-
ments, the police recorded

the statements of some

more persons. ;

On May 20, the petitioner
and two others were
served with summons to
appear before the police
the next day. He expressed
his inability to appear as
he was in-charge of the
Parliamentary elections of
the Tamil Nadu state and
also an overseer of other
state elections, Kesava
Vinayagam added.

He submitted he was

innocent and has nothing -

to do with the seizure of
money, as also with the
arrested persons. After
the polling ended on April
19, he was assigned to
oversee other states' par-
liamentary —constituen-
cies. )
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Recount VO

Times News NETwWORK

Chennai: DMDEK general
secretary Premalatha Vi-
jayakant on Thursday de-
manded arecountof votesin
Virudhunagar Lok Sabha
constituency, alleging that
its candidate and her son V
Vijaya Prabhakaran was de-
feated by a conspiracy. The
recount should be conducted
under the supervision of a
retired judge, she said at a
press conference in Chen-
nai.

Premalatha said she
would havelauded theruling
DMK if ithad beenmagnani-
mous and had allowed the
young candidate to win.

Premalatha said they had
sentmailsand registered let-
ters to the ECI, demanding a
recountof thevotesin Virud-
hunagar constituency as
largescale malpractices took
place during counting.

“Chief minister M K Sta-

es in Virudhuna

ey

Premalatha wanted to know how
the CM kmew the outcome in ad-
vance. “Then there are other ques-
tions as to why the counting, which
went on brisidy, was stopped be-
fween 3pm and 5pm,” she said

lin declared that DMK alli-
ance had won all 40 seats,
even as counting was going
on in four constituenéies, in-
cluding Virudhunagar,
where it went on past mid-
night,” she said.

She wanted to know how

» the CM knew the outcome in
advance. The chief minister
should answer this question,
shesaid.

Three ministers, includ-
ing one from Madurai, then
accompanied the winning
candidate Manickam Tagore
around 1am to get the victory
certificate. “Then there are
other questionsas to why the

counting, which went on
briskly, was stopped between
3pmand 5pm,” she said.

Premalatha said DMDK'’s
counting agents and advo-
cates from ATADMK and its
allies had demanded a re-
count as there was a large-
scale malpractice from the
13th round. Their demands,
however, were not heeded to.
Policeforce wasalsobrought
in an intimidating manner,
shesaid.

They went on tocount the
18th box after the15th and on-
ly when it was demanded
that the left-out boxes should
be counted, they were count-

The CB-CID issued
summons to him to appear
on May 21. Though he
was duty bound to appear
and to explain that he
has nothing to do with the
above issue, the petitioner
was forced to file this
petition only for two rea-
sons--the entire
investigation was void-ab-
initio (having no legal
effect), liable to be stalled
and: the summons was
jssued only to degrade
him and
his position in the

party due to political
vendetta.

There was no basis for
summoning him and fur-
“ther there was no mention
in the summons issued on
whose statement he was

asked to appear for
enquiry, he added.
—PTI

gar: DMDK

ed. Theofficialshad set aside
three EVMs claiming they
were under repair and later
the votes were counted using
VVPAT.

She said after the CM an-
nounced they had won all 40,
the ministers were com-
pelled to pressurise the offi-
cers to ensure it. This led to
the collector switching off
his phone due to pressure,

shealleged.

DMDK advocate Janard-
hanan told reporters they
had handed over the pet-
itions in person to the CEO
and ECI. In the petition, itis
stated that Vijaya Prabhaka-
ranhad acomfortablelead of
more than 10,000 votes over
his opponent. It is also stated
that DMK ministers and
their allies had entered the
counting booth without any
identification. He said they
would approach the court if
the ECI did not order a re-
count.
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(ONG CANDIDATE
SASHIKANTH SENTHIL
EMERGES BIGGEST
WINNER

Chennai, June 6: Former IAS
officer Sasikanth Senthil has
emerged as the candidate with
the highest victory margin in the
recently concluded
Parliamentary elections in Tamil
Nadu. gty

Senthil, the Congress candidate
for Tiruvallur Lok Sabha seat,
defeated BJP's V  Pon
Balaganapathy by a whopping
margin of 5,72,155 votes, accord-
ing to the Election Commission.

Senthil garnered 7,96,956 votes
overall while Balaganapthy man-
aged to get 2,24,801 on the April 19
polls held in the state.

In Virudhunagar constituency,
Congress’ Manickam Tagore
obtained the lowest winning mar-

gin in the state.
He was declared winner after
defeating debutante

Vijayaprabhakaran of the DMDK
by a slender margin of just 4,379
votes. -

Veteran DMK leader T R Baalu

won a record 7th term by defeat- -

ing AIADMK nominee -G
Premkumar by a margin of
487,029 votes in Sriperumbudur
LS segment, which was the sec-
ond largest victory margin in the
state. Baalu -polled 7,58,611 votes
while Premkumar secured
9,71,582 votes. *

DMK's Kanimozhi achieved a
decisive victory over AIADMK's
R Sivasamy Velumani in
Tuticorin constituency.

She bettered.her 2019 record
with a huge margin of 3,92,738
votes. While Kanimozhi, daugh-
ter of former CM Karunanidhi,
bagged 5,40,729 votes Velumani
secured 1,47,991 votes.

Making his electoral debut
Arun Nehru, son of the DMK
minister and leader K N Nehru,
defeated AIADMK candidate N D
Chandramohan by a margin of
3,89,107 votes.

Arun Nehru received an overall
5,03,209 votes as against Mohan's
2,14,102 in the Perambalur con-
stituency.

DMK's A Mani emerged victori-
ous in the Dharmapuri
Parliamentary constituency by
defeating PMK's  Sowmiya
Anbumani by a margin of 21,300
votes.

/ Interestingly, Sowmiya
Anbumani was leading in the ini-
tial rounds before ceding grou:r;g,

T

Model code of
conduct lifted,
EC meels Prez

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 6

Chief Election
Commissioner  Rajiv
Kumar and ECs Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu on
Thursday met President
Droupadi Murmu and
handed over the list of
candidates who won the
Lok Sabha elections.

Accepting the recom-
mendation of the Union
Cabinet, Ms Murmu had
ordered the dissolution
of the 17th LS on
Wednesday.

The EC lifted the MCC,
came in force on March
16, on Thursday.

The Election
Commission said as
results of Lok Sabha
elections and assembly
polls in Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim,
QOdisha and Andhra
Pradesh, along with
some Assembly bypolls
have been declared,
“model code of conduct
has ceased to be in oper-
ation with immediate
effect”.
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65.8% turnout in LS polls; women
beat men in 19 of 36 states/UTs

“There is no room for vi-
BIHAR TURNOUT alence in democracy
iyesensol  LOWEST AT 56.2% mw&\m commitment

w e which the18th Lok Sab-
toratecameouttovote inthe m‘l"‘ Ba elections were an-

Phase 4 at 69.2%: Analysis
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VCK, NTK set to get ECI

recognition as st

Bosco.Dominique

@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Viduthalai Chi-
ruthaigal Katchi (VCK),
which won the two seats it
contested under the DMK-
led alliance in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls and Naam Tami-
lar Katehi (NTK), which con-
testedon its ownandsecured
8.1% of thetotal polled votes,
are set to be recognized as
state political parties by the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI).

ECI accords recognition
to political parties which se-

cure at least one LS seat for -

every 25 seats in a state or se-
cure more than 8% of the to-
tal polled votes in LS or as-
sembly polls in a state. Both
VCK candidates, party presi-
dent Thol Thirumavalavan
and general secretary D Ra-
vikumar, retained their Chi-
dambaram and Villupuram
LS seats.

All 40 NTK candidates
lost their deposits, but they

VCK chief Thol Thirumavalavan
and NTK's Seeman

polled a significant number
of votes. Six NTK candidates,
including the one in Pudu-
cherry, finished third while
34 others finished fourth in
the state. Three candidates
scored less than 5% while 28
candidates scored between
5% and 9.9% and nine be-
tween10% and 15.5%.

VCK legal wing state sec-
retary D Paarventhan said
the party would approach
ECI shortly to fulfil the for-
malities of becoming a rec-
ognized state party.

“ECI has broadly laid
down five conditions for a
party to become a recog-
nized state party We come
under the criteria for win-

ate parties

ningatleastoneseatinevery
25 LS seats. We won two out
of 39 LS seats in Tamil Nadu.
We will approach the com-
mission and fulfil all the for-
malities to become a recog-
nized state political party”
said Paarventhan.

NTK media coordinator
M Karthigaiselvan said the
party had already received a
communication from the
ECItoapproachitafterthree
days to receive the applica-
tion format to apply for be-
coming a recognized state’
political party as the party
secured 8.1% of total polled
votes intherecent LS polls.

“We got a communica-
tion from ECI to receive the
application format three
days after our party secured
morethan8% inthe LS polls.
We will receive the applica-
tion form and submit the fil-
led-in application foFm re-
questing the commission to
recognizeourpartyasastate
political party,” said Karthi-
gaiselvan.
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NEW DELHI: A voter tﬂm@ut of 65.78 per cent was

~ recorded in the just-concluded Lok Sabha elections, but

postal ballots, the Election Commissior'said on
Kumar had said a total of 64.2 crore voters had exercise
their franchise. In the 2019 parliamentary polls, the -

the final figures may change as it does not include

turnout was 67.40 per cent. In 2019, India had 91.20

crore voters and out of these, 61.5 crore had exercised
their franchise. In the 2024 polls, the size of the |
electorate grew to 96.88 crore voters. “Overall, 65.79 per

co neral elections, 2024,
at the polling stations,” the EC said in a statement. =
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