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Amid row over fake video,
EC warns parties against
misuse of Al-based tools

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid the row over the doc-
tored video of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, the

Election Commission of In-

dia on Monday issued di-
rections to political parties
on responsible and ethical
use of soclal media in the
campaign. The poll body
asked them to remove fake
content within three hours
of it coming to their notice.

in an advisory to par-
ties, the EC warned against
misuse of Al-based tools to
create deepfakes that dis-
tort information or propa-
gate misinformation, em-
phasising the need to
uphold the integrity of the
electoral process.

In the doctored video,
Mr. Shah is heard saying
the BJP government would
scrap quotas for Dalits, tri-
bals and OBCs.

In a statement here, the

EC has emphasised
the need to uphold
the integrity of the
electoral process

EC said it has brought to
the notice of political par-
ties, the existing legal pro-
visions that govern the reg-
ulatory framework against
the use of misinformation
and impersonation using
deepfakes. This includes
the Information Technolo-
gy Act, 2000 and the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, the Indian Pe-
nal Code, and framework
of the twin acts namely the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1950 and 1951, and
the provisions of the Model
Code of Conduct.

In view of these existing
legal provisions, among
other directions, the par-

ties have been specifically
directed to refrain [rom pu-
blishing and circulating
deepfake audios or videos;
disseminating any misin-
formation or information
which is patently false, un-
true or misleading in na-
ture; posting derogatory
content towards women;
using children in cam- |
paigns; and depicting vio-
lence or harm to animals.
The parties have been
directed to promptly re- |
move any such content
within three hows of
bringing it to their notice,
warn the person responsi-
ble in their party, report
unlawful information and
[ake user accounts to res-
pective platforms, and es:
calate persistent issues to
the Grievance Appellate
Committee under Rule 3A
of the Information Tech-
nology (Intermediary Gui-
delines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021,
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EVMs to be used in a remote island town in Kamrup,
Assam, being loaded in a country boat on the banks of the
Brahmaputra. RITU RAJ KONWAR

In Uttar Pradesh, Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav’s wife Dimple Yadav is fighting to retain the
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat.

May 7 will also decide the fate of former Karna-
taka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai.

Both Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah will cast their vote in
Ahmedabad city under the Gandhinagar Lok Sab-
ha seat. ‘

In 2019, the BJP won 72 of the 93 seats while the
Congress won just five, In Karnataka, the BJP had
swept all 14 seats, defeating the Congress and the
JD(S), which were in alliance and ruling the State
then.

However, this time, the BJP is wary of a sexual
assault case involving its Karnataka ally JD(S)’ can-
didate Prajwal Revanna.

After this phase, voting will be completed in
283 out of 543 seats in the Lok Sabha. The next
four phases will be on May 13, May 20, May 25 and
June 1. The counting of votes is on June 4.
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