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will decide on AIADMKS
symbol in four weeks, EC
tells Madras High Court

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Election Commission
of India (EC) on Wednes-
day informed the Madras
High Court that it shall take
a decision within four
weeks on a plea made by

~ an individual opposing the

' allotment of the ‘Two

Leaves’ symbol to candi-
dates proposed by All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K.
Palaniswami.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices R. Subramanian and
C. Kumarappan recorded
the submission of the EC
standing counsel Niranjan
Rajagopalan that it had
served mnotice on the
AIADMK, pursuant to the
receipt of the representa-

 tion from S. Surya Moorthi

of Dindigul, who claimed
to be a member of the par-
ty, on February 12, 2024.
The AIADMK had sub-
mitted its response to the
notice and therefore, the

| commission would take a

decision on the issue with-

~in an outer limit of four

weeks, the counsel told the
court. The judges recorded
his submission and dis-
posed of a writ petition
filed by the individual seek-
ing a direction to the EC to
consider his representa-
tion.

When senior counsel
P.H. Arvindh Pandian, re-
presenting expelled
AIADMK leader O. Pan-
neerselvam, said no notice
had been issued to him
though he was the most
important party involved
in the leadership dispute,
the judges demanded that
the commission hear all

The commission had received
areply from the AIADMK.
FILE PHOTO

parties concerned before
arriving at a conclusion.

Earlier, when the judges
wanted to know what
more was left to be decid-
ed when the High Court
had passed certain orders
with respect fo the party
leadership and it had also
been confirmed by the Su-
preme Court, Mr. Rajago-
palan said, only interim or-
ders had been passed so
far and that the main civil
suits were still pending in
the High Court. It was
brought to the notice of the
Division Bench that though
multiple civil suits had
been filed in the High
Court challenging the con-
duct of the party’s general
council and the resolutions
passed in the council meet-
ings, so far, only interim
applications had been dis-
posed of and the orders
passed had been dealt with
by the Supreme Court.

Insofar as the present
writ petition filed before
the conduct of the Parlia-
mentary elections in April
this year is concerned,
«the commission has in-
structed me that they have
issued a notice to AIADMK
and a reply has also been
received...” Mr. Rajagopa-
lan told the court.
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No ‘surge’ in last hour of poll: EC

MUMBAI: Maharashira’s Chief
Elgctoral Officer S Chockalingam has
said the seven per cent inerease in
vute_r turneut in the last hour of
polling for the siate assembly
elections was not a surge, as claimed
by the opposition, but an *average”
Drocess.

11'1. a videq statement on Monday, Chock-
aligam said Maharashira is a largs siate
w1_t_h more than one lakh polling hooths,
“If 76 lakh voters turn up in the last
x_‘mur of pelling, it is only (an average of)
78 voters in each of the polling centres,”
he added. While the BJP-led Mahayuti
won 230 of the 288 seats in Maharashtra,

the JMM-led alliance bagged 56 seats in
the 81-member Jharkhand assembly.
Jharkhand is a small state compared
to Maharashira and its voting ends at 5
pm, whereas voting in Maharashtra is al-
l-_awed till 6 pm and those in queue at that
time can cast vote, he noted.
‘In Maharashtra, 50 to 60 persons have
voted per hour, “ the state CEOQ said.
Chuckaﬁgam also refuted concerns
raised by the opposition parties over the
Elec&onic Voting Machines (EVMs), say-
ing they ars fechnically reliable and
iransparent. E
Candidates can approach the high
court, ifthey have a doubt, within 10 days
of declaration of the rasult, he added.

Plea on freezing of ‘two leaves’ willbe

disposed of in 4 weeks: EC informs HC

CHENNAI: The Madras High
Court directed the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
to dispose of the rep-
resentation seeking to
freeze the ‘two leaves’
symbol of ATADMEK after
hearing all the parties
including O Panneersel-
vam (OPS).

A division bench of Justice
R Subramanian and Justice
C Kumarappan heard a peti-
tion moved by S Surya Moorthi
from Dindigul, seeking to di-
rect the ECI to freeze the sym-
bol until the disposal of civil
suits filed against the party.

The bench wondered about
the necessity to file the peti-
tion since ATADMK symbol
matter was already settled by
the Supreme Court. .

The petitioner submitted

that since he filed civil suits
against the leaders of the par-
ty including Edappadi K Pala-
niswami (EPS) and OPS, the
symbol should be freezed un-
til the disposal of the suits.

Niranjan Rajagopalan, the
standing counsel for ECI sub-
mitted that the commission
has already issued notice to
the party in this regard and a
final order will be issued with-
in four weeks.

Senior counsel Arvind Pan-
dian for OPS submitted that
since his client is also a re-
spondent in the civil suits, no
notice was issued to him.
After all the submissions |,
the bench directed ECT 3
to dispose of the mat-
ter after hearing all
the respondents.

The  petitioner @£s
claiming himselfas a

member of ATADMK, submit-
ted that from 2017 to 2022 vari-
ous complaints were lodged
by him before the ECI regard-
ing the ATADMK internal is-
sue and allotment of two
leaves, however, the commis-
sion failed to take any action.
He alleged that after the de-
mise of late Chief Minister
and general secretary of Al-
ADME J Jayalalithaa, the
party is functioning in a dicta-
torial manner against the
rules and regulations of the
party. Hence, he filed various
civil suits, which is still pend-
ing before the city civil court,
Chennai, said the petitioner.
Tiill the disposal of the
pending civil suits, the ECI
should not allocate the -two

= . leaves symbol fo ATADMK

or any other factions, he
added.
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