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EC agrees to parties’ pleas,
postpones bypolls for 14
Assembly seats to Nov. 20

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
of India on Monday resche-
duled byelections in 14 As-
sembly constituencies in
three States from Novem-
ber 13 to 20.

A statement from the
commission said the date
had been revised for nine
seats in Uttar Pradesh, four
in Punjab and one in
Kerala.

The commission, it said,
had received representa-
tions from political parties,
including the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and the Con-
gress, seeking a change ow-
ing to social, cultural and
religious engagements on
that day.

The date of counting re-
mains unchanged on No-
vember 23.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Change in date

After receiving representations from various parties, the
Election Commission on Monday rescheduled byelections in
14 constituencies from November 13 to 20 7

= KERALA: Palakkad

& PUNJAB: Dera Baba Nanak, Chabbewal,

Gidderbaha and Barnala

= UTTAR PRADESH: Meerapur, Kundarki, N
Ghaziabad, Khair, Karhal, Sishamau, Phulpur,

Katehari and Majhawan

Poll body orders transfer

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

The Election Commission
on Monday ordered the
transfer of Maharashtra Di-
rector-General of Police
Rashmi Shukla with imme-
diate effect, ahead of the
November 20 Assembly

- of Maharashtra DGP

election. Mumbai Police
Commissioner Vivek Phan-
salkar was given additional
charge of the post, a senior
official said.

The transfer was oOr-
dered following com-
plaints from the Congress
and other parties, sources
said.

EC agrees to parties’
pleas, postpones bypolls

The parties and some social organisations had
said the social, cultural and religious engagements
would cause inconvenience to voters and logistics
issues and may lead to reduced voter participa-
tion, the EC said.

EC sources said the Congress had submitted
that a significant portion of the electorate in the
Palakkad Assembly constituency in Kerala would
be engaged in the “Kalpathi Rastholsavam” from

~ November 13 to 15.

The BJP, BSP and RLD had said that in Uttar
Pradesh, people travel three or four days ahead of
Kartik Purnima. On a request from the Congress,
in Punjab, the 555th Prakash Parv of Sri Guru Na-
nak Dev Ji is to be celebrated on November 15 and
an Akhand Path is to be organised from November
13, the sources said.

The four Punjab Assembly seats are Dera Baba
Nanak, Chabbewal, Gidderbaha and Barnala. In
U.P., the seats are Meerapur, Kundarki, Ghazia-
bad, Khair, Karhal, Sishamau, Phulpur, Katehari
and Majhawan.

The commission on October 15 scheduled the
byelections to the Wayanad Lok Sabha constituen-
cy and 47 Assembly constituencies for November
13, to be held along with Phase One of the Jhark-
hand Assembly election. It scheduled the byelec-
tions in the Nanded Lok Sabha and Kedarnath As-
sembly constituencies for November 20, to be
held along with the Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tion and Phase 2 of Jharkhand.
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EC PUTS OFF
ASSEMBLY
BYPOLLS TO
'NOVEMBER 20

. bypolls

New Delhi, Nov, 4:

'I‘Ir_xe Election Commi-
SSlon  on  Monday
rescheduled Assembly
in U

Pradesh, Punjab Slacll'
Kerala from November
13 to November 20 in
View offestivals, an offi-
clal statement sajd.

Nine seats are going to |

polls in Uttar Pradesh,

four in
in Kerala,
Parties including the
Congress, BJP, BSP and
had urged the poll
‘body to reschedule the

- Dolls in view of varioys
festivals, saying that it

could impact vote
turnout, ot

According to the
Congress, a significant

MVA welcomes
EC's decision to
transfer top cop
hefore —

BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAI, NOV. 4

#

In a major decision, the
. Election Commission
. (EC) on Monday ordered
the immediate transfer
of Maharashtra director
general of police (DGP)
Rashmi Shulka ahead of
- the Assembly polls.
° The move comes in the
wake of illegal “phone

tapping”

allegations

levelled by the MVA,
accusing her of “clear

bias”

against.  the

Oppeosition parties.

The poll body asked
Maharashtra chief sec-
retary Sujata Saunik to
hand over Ms Shukla’s
charge to the next

" seniormost IPS officer
‘with immediate effect.
Following this, the state

government

assigned

the additional charge of
DGP to Mumbai police

commissioner  Vivek
Phansalkar.
Maharashtra Congress

chief Nana Patole, who -
had written to the

Election

“Commission -

last month requesting
Ms Shukla’s immediate
removal from the post of

_ the state police chief,
thanked the poll body for
its decision and demand-
ed that she should not be
given any election-relat-
ed responsibilities.

Punjab and one,
Cin

v 4

portion of the electorate
the Palakkaqd
Assembly wil] celebrate
the Kalpathi Rastho-

, the 555th
. Parv of gspi
Guru Nanak Dey will be
celebrated on Nove-
mber 15. Full report m p7
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After oppn complains of bias,
poll panel transfers Maha DGP

JMM, Congress make false promises,
says Modi in Jharkhand

PM Modi on Monday launched his campaign for Jharkhand's

! assembly polls, urging votersto reject what he called the
politics of false guarantees” promoted by Congress and JMM,
reports AS R P Mukesh. “IMM s now sitting inthe lap of Congress
and RID....solely _drivenbymeirhungerfor powerand tribal
explonat.mn. E;nllke them, BJP established this state in 2000, Modi

said, urging tribal voters to “rise again againstanti-tribal forces”. P 8

EC reschedules bypolis to 14 assembly
seats to Nov 20 from Nov 13

E lection Commission on Monday rescheduled bypollsto14
assembly constituencies (ACs) across Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
and Kerala to Nov 20 from Nov 13 in view of local festivals. The date
pf counting and completion of polls across nine ACsin UP, four ACs
inPunjaband one ACin Kerala shall be held as announced earlier,

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission on Monday trans-
ferred Maharashtra DGP
IBEP == Rashmi
Shukla with
1| immediate ef-
fect over .alle-
gations of
“clear Dbias”
e levelled
against her by opposition
parties including Congress
and Shiv Sena (UBT).

Mumbai police commis-
sionerYivekPhansalka:; the
seniormost IPS officer in
Maharashtra cadre, has
beengivenadditional charge
as DGPuntil EC finalises the
replacement for Shukla.

The poll panel has asked
the Maharashtra chief secre-
tary to submit the names of
threeIPS officers, from which
it will pick Shukla’s succes-
sor, bylpm on Tuesday.

Sources in EC said both
the Congress and Shiv Sena
had submitted written com-
plaints against Shukla, al-
leging that she was identi-
fied with the ruling dispen-
sation in poll-bound Maha-

|k

thatis,on Nov23and Nov25.P8

rashtra. State Congress
president Nana Patole had,
in a letter to CEC Rajiv Ku-
mar on Oct 31, sought her re-
moval, accusing her of a
".clear bias” against opposi-
tion parties in the state, in-
cluding Congress, Shiv Sena
(UBT) and NCP (SP). He had
b_rought up previous accusa-
tions against her of having
resorted to illegal tapping of
opposition leaders’ phones

as then commissioner of po-
lice, Pune, and commission-
er of the state intelligence
department.

A source said Shukla is
perceived tobe close todeputy
chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis. ECisbelieved totakena
serious view of the opposition
parties’ lack of confidence in
Shuklaand decidedtorule out
any scope for perceived bias,
by transferring Shukla.

EC shifts bypolis
told seatsto
Nov 20 over
local festivals

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission (EC) on Monday res-
cheduled the bypolls to 14 as-
sembly constituencies (ACs)
across Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
and Kerala to November 20
P .| from Novem-
ber 13 in view
of local festiv-
als.

The date of
counting and

-completion of
polls across nine ACs in UP, 4
ACsinPunjaband1AC in Ker-
ala shall remain as an-
nouncedearlier; thatis, Nov 23
and Nov 25 respectively.

The rescheduling of by-

polls in the three states fol-
lows reguests from national
and state parties such as Con-
gress, BJP, BSE, RLD and some
social organisations. While
Congress had cited the ‘Kal-
pathi Rastholsavam’ festival,
to be celebrated from Nov13to
15 in Palakkad, Kerala, to de-
mand a deferment of the poll
date, BJP, BSP & RLD in UP
had approached EC with a
similar rescheduling request,
submitting that people usual-
ly travel 3-4 days ahead to cele-
brate Kartik Purnima, which
falls on Nov15 this year.

. Congress too apprised EC
that the 555® Prakash Parv of
Sri GuruNanak Dev Jiistobe
celebrated on Nov 15, with an
Akhand Path being organised
from Nov 13 onwards.

“Keen to ensure that vot-
ers and to rule out any possi-
bility of low voter turnout,
Election Commission decided
to reschedule by-polls in as-
sembly constituencies across
the three states of Kerala,
Punjab and UP,” an EC func-
tionary told TOI on Monday.

EC, in its official state-
ment, cited “large-scale so-
cial, culturaland religiousen-
gagements, which may cause
inconvenience to alarge num-
ber of people, give rise to vari-
ous logistic issues and may
lead to reduced voter partici-
pation during the poll” to jus-
tify the revised polling date.

The ACs where the polling
date stands revised to Nov 20
include Meerapur, Kundarki,
Ghaziabad, Khair (SC), Kar-
hal, Sishamau, Phulpur,
Katehari and Majhawan in
UP; Dera Baba Nanak, Chab-
bewal (SC), Gidderbaha and
Barnala in Punjab; and Palak-
kad in Kerala.
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EC orders immediate

iransfer of Maharashira DGP

Poll body orders CS to set up panel to appoint next police chief

MEW DELHI: Ahead of the Mahar-
ashtra Assembly polls, the
Election Commission on Monday

directed the state government to

transfer DGP Rashmi Shukla
with immediate effect following
complaints from political parties,
including the Congress, sources
said.

The poll body directed the Mahar-

ashira chief secretary to hand over
Shukla’s charge to the next sen-
ior-most IPS officer in the cadre. The
chief secretary was also directed to
send a panel of three IPS officers by

Tuesday afternoon for appd_ihunent g

as DGP, the sources said.
Maharashira goes to polls on No-
vember 20. : ;
During a recent review meeting,
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar warned officials to not
only be impartial and fair but also
ensure that they are perceived as
non-partisan while carrying out
their duties. :
On October 29, Kumar had ex-
pressed concern over politically mo-
It was absolutely
=% inappropriate to keep her
in the position and grant her
extensions. It’s a positive
development that the EC moved

to remove her
— Sharad Pawas, NCP (SP) teader

Key players Madhurima Raje, Gopal Shetty withdraw

MUMBAL: Former BJP MP Gopal Shetty and royal scion Madhurima Raje
Chhatrapati of Congress were among the prominent candidates for
Maharashtra assembly election who pulled out of the race on the last
day of withdrawal of nominations. However, braving pressure from his
- party leadership to withdraw, Sada Sarvankar, the Shiv Sena candidate
from the Mahim assembly constituency in Mumbai, failed to pull out
and is now pitted against Amit Thackeray, son of Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena chief Raj Thackeray. BJP's Gopal Shetty withdrew his
nomination as an independent candidate from Borivali and announced
he will support the party's official nominee Sanjay Upadhyay from the

withdraw the election papers.

seat. Congress candidate Madhurima Raje Chhatrapati withdrew her
nomination from Kolhapur North, minutes before the deadiine to

tivated crimes in Maharashtra and
asked DGP Shukia to ensure a sirict
clampdown on such incidents.

The recent killing of NCP leader
Baba Siddigue led to a political furo-
re. He was shot dead by three gun-
men in Bandra East on October 12.

Pawar, Patole welcome decision
NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar and his

"MVA allies Shiv Sena (UBT) and

Congress on Monday welcomed the
Election Commission’s move to di-
rect the Maharashtra government to
transfer DGP Rashmi Shukla with
immediate effect. ;

“The Election Commission has
taken the right decision. Such per-
sons should not continue in the
post,” Pawar told reporters in Mum-
bai. - -

“It was absolutely inappropriate
to keep her in the position and grant
her extensions. It's a positive devel-
opment that the EC moved to remove
her. Her tenure in the state had al-
ready come to an end,” the former
Union minister said. Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Uddhav Thackeray,
who was present at the media brief-
ing, also welcomed the EC’s decision.

Briefing reporters in Nagpur,
state Congress president Nana Pa-
tole said his party had approached
the EC three times seeking Shukla’s
transfer, citing her alleged role in
tapping phones of opposition politi-
cians, and asked why it took so long
for the poll body to take the decision.
He requested the EC to ensure
Shukla is not given any election-re-
lated duties.

UP, Punjab,
Kerala hypolis
rescheduled

MEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Monday
rescheduled assembly
bye-elections o all nine
and four seats in Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab,
respectively, and one
seat in Kerala from
November 13 fo 20 in
view of festivals, an
official statement said.

In Kerala, the bye-glection
to Palakkad assembly seat
has been rescheduled
while that for Chelakkara
assembly and Wayanad
Lok Sabha seats will be
held as scheduled earlier
on November 13. :

Parties including
Congress, BJP, BSP and
RLD had urged the poll
body to reschedule the
polls in view of various
festivals, saying that it
could impact voter
turnout.

According fo the
Congress, a significant
portion of the electorate in
the Palakkad assembly
seat in Kerala will
celebrate the festival of
Kalpathi Rastholsavam
from November 13 to 15,

In Punjab, the party had
said, the 555th Prakash
Parv of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev will be celebrated on
November 15 and an
‘akhand path’ will be
organised from November
13 onwards.

BJP, BSP and RLD had
said that in Uttar Pradesh,
people travel for three-four
days ahead of Kartik

.Purnima celebrated on

November 5.
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