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DMK organization secretary R.
S. Bharathi urged the Chief
Electoral Officer to provide eli-
gible voters an opportunity to be
heard before deletion of their
names from the electoral roll
and also to direct the registra-
tion officers and Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) to ‘strictly
adhere to Sections 9 and 21A of
the Registration of Electoral
Rules, 1960. :

In a representation seeking
review and rectification of elec-
toral roll anomalies and unjust
deletion of voters’ name, he said
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DMK wants voters to be heard
before deletion of from rolls

the practice of deleting voters’
name by the
Commission of. India (ECI)
without providing notice was
not only arbitrary and violated
the principles of natural justice
but could also undermine the
integrity of free and fair elec-
tions if left unchecked.

Though the DMK'’s Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) had been
tasked with coordinating with

' the ECI for updating electoral

rolls, thousands of names had
been deleted from the voters list
by the ECI, despite electors hold-
ing valid Voter IDs and residing
at the same address for several
years and voted in the past elec-
tions.

Election .

He said Section 9 of the
Registration of Electoral Rules,
1960, mandated Registration
Officers to verify the Registers
of Death when objections were
raised under “Form 7" and
Section 21A mandated them to
prepare a list of deceased per-
sons/electors and display or
publish it on the website, the
ECI had failed to go through the
process that should be complet-
ed before the final Electoral List
was published. When BLAs of
the DMK, appointed to assist
BLOs in the deletion and correc-
tion of electoral rolls, conducted
inspections and identified
deceased voters, BLOs were
insisting on the production of
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~ R S Bharathi accuses
~ poll panel of arbitrary
deletions from voter [ist

Times News Network

Chennai: DMK organisation
secretary R S Bharathi on
Wednesday accused Election
Commission of India of arhi.
trarily deleting voters’ nameg
from the electoral rolls, Bha-
rathi alleged that state reve-
nue department officials, who
areappointed as booth level of:
ficials (BLOs), were “not dis-
charging their duties proper-
ly” when it comes to deletion
of voters.

Inapetition to chief electo-
ral officer, Bharathi said, “It
has recently come to our
(DMK's) notice that there has
been deletion of thousands of
names from the voters’ list by
the ECI, which has caused
widespread confusion in the
state.”

tharatIﬂ said, “I further
submit that upon verifyin
this with the general pub]icf
we have understood that
names have been deleted from
the electoral rolls despite elec-
tors holding valid Voter IDs
and residing at the same agd-
dress for several yearsand vot-
ed in the past elections,” Bha-
rathi said. Bharathi alleged
that ECT had notfollowed rules

in deleting the names, “As per
Section9of the Registration of
Electoral Rules, 1960, the regis-
tration officer is required to
verify the registers of death
when objections are raised un-
d_er Form T7,” he said. Addi-
tionally, Section 21A of Electo-
ral Rules, 1980, mandates that
the registration officer should
prepare a list of deceased per-
sons/ electors for deletion and
display or publish it on the
website under the respective
forms, Bharathi said.

“This process should be
completed before the final elec-
toral list is published. Howev-
er, the ECI has failed to follow
the due process of law and has
instead deleted voters' names
without following pro cedure,”
he said. Bharathi said booth
level officers (BLOg), who are
mostly from the revenue de-
partment, are insisting the
booth level agents (BLAsS), ap-
pointed by political parties,
produce death certificates of
dead electors. “Despite having
anobligationtoaccessand ver-
ify the registers, the BLOs are
evadingtheirdutiesand insist-
ing the BLAs produce the
death certificates of the dead
electors,” Bharathisaid.

death certificates for deleting
the names from the electoral roll
when Electoral Roll Officers,
mostly working in the revenue
department, had access to the
Birth and Death Register. i

It was the bounden duty of the
Registration Officer to access
and verify the registers based on
the objections to the roll and it
was for -them to collect the
respective death certificates
from the authorities for verifica-
tion on receipt of ‘Form 7’ from
BLAsS, he said.Besides not delet-
ing names of deceased voters,
the ECI was not providing
notice to eligible voters whose
names it wanted to delete from
the electoral roll, he said.
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Hear voters
hefore deleting
names from roll,
DMK urges CEO

CHENNAL: The ruling DMK
has urged the Chief
Electoral Officer of Tamil
Nadu to hear eligible
voters before deleting their
names from electoral roll.

The DMK also asked the CEO
to direct the registration
officers and Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) to strictly
adhere to sections 9and 21A
of the Registration of
Electoral Rules 1960.

Drawing the CEOs
attention to alleged deletion
of thousands of names from
the electoral rolls despite
electors holding valid voter
IDs and residing at the same
address for several years and
voting in the past elections,
DMK organizing secretary RS
Bharathi, in his representa-
tion to the CEOQ, said, “Tt has
recently come to our notice
that there has been deletion
of thousands of names from
the voters list by the ECI,
which has catsed widespread
confusion in the State.”

The DMK organising
secretary cited Section9of -
the Registration of Electoral -
Rules 1960 mandating that the
registration officer was
required to verify the
registers of death when
objections are raised under
Form 7 and Section 21A of
Electoral Rules 1960 :
mandating that RO should
prepare a list of deceased -
persons/electors for deletion
and display or publish iton
the website under the
respective forms.

Requesting the CEO to
take his September 3
representation on record and
direct the registration
officers and Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) to strictly -
adhere to sections 9 and 21A
of the Registration of
Electoral Rules 1960,
Bharathi asked the CEQO to
provide an opportunity of
hearing to the eligible voters
before deletion of their names
from the electoral roll.
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