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Average votes of LS
poll winners drop
by two per cent

NEW DELHI: The winners of
Lok Sabha elections 2024
won an average of 50.58 per
cent votes, down by 2 per
cent as compared to the last
general elections, according
to an analysis by the poll
rights body ADR.

Among the elected MPs with de-
clared criminal cases, 42 per
cent won with a vote shars of 50
per cent and above, the ADR re-
port said. !

The Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR) and Na-

the Congress, 57 out of 99 win-
ners (58 per cent) won with less
than 50 per cent votes.

Among regional parties, 32
out of 37 winners (86 per cent)
from Samajwadi Party, 21 out of
29 winners (72 per cent) from All
India Trinameol Congress, and
14 put of 22 winners (64 per cent)
from Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam won with less than 50
per cent of the vote share.

Out of the 251 winners with
declared criminal cases, 166 (42
per cent) won with a vote share
of 50 per cent and above, while
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released a compre-  the Lok Sabha  wih clean back
hensive analysis of grounds  secured
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from the analysis as its candi-
date was elected unopposed.

The winners in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections secured an av-
erage of 50.58 per cent of the to-
tal votes polled, a decrease from
52.65 per cent in 2019.

Notably, 279 winners (51 per
cent) achieved more than half of
the total votes in their constitu-
encies, while 263 winners (49 per
cent) failed to reach the half-
way mark.

Among the major parties, the
BJP had 75 out of 239 winners
(31 per cent) securing less than

50 per cent of the vote share. For *

50 per cent and above, while 17
out of 39 non-crorepati winners
(44 per cent) achieved the same.

The winners of the Lok Sabha
elections in 2024 represent, on
average, 33.44 per cent of the fo-
tal electorate, down from the
35.46 per cent in 2019.

This indicates a decrease in
the represenfativeness of elect-
ed candidates when compared
to the number of eligible voters.

The voter turnout for the Lok
Sabha elections 2024 was record-
ed at 66.12 per cent, a slight de-
crease from the §7.35 per cent
turnout in the 2019 elections.



Ministers flock to Vikravandi, rile

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR,
D. SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, JULY 4

With less than a week left
for the by-election to the
Vikravandi Assembly con-
stituency, the fight intensi-
fies with the Naam Tamilar
Katchi, (NTK), headed by
Seeman, writing to the chief
electoral officer listing out
the alleged violations of the
Model Code of Conduct by

the ruling DMK and deman-
ding action against the party.

The party’s lawyers’ wing

alleged that the DMK had
vitiated the atmosphere in

- the constituency by

unleashing 10 ministers and
25 party district secretaries
among the electorate and
also regularly herding the
people into marriage halls
every day from morning to
evening and locking them
up there with a view to pre-
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venting the candidates and
workers or-rival parties
meeting them to seek votes.

In the complaint to the
CEO, they said the party

‘bigwigs were not just stay-

ing inside the constituency
but were overseeing the
irregularities like detaining
people in marriage halls

like cattle and birds all

through the day. The people
were provided food and paid
Rs 300 before being allowed

to go home, they said.
Besides, the DMK was giv-
ing away free dress and jew-
els to the voters as a bribe
and despite several com-
plaints, no action had been
taken against
~ authorities. .. P

PMK leader Anbumani
Ramadoss addressing the
media at Katpadi in Vellore
district on Thursday.

— K. Senthil Nathan
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