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Malfunctioning
EVMs cause delays
at counting centres

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

The Election Cominis-
sion (EC) had teething
trouble with the elec-
tronic voting machines
(EVMs) at the counting
centres in the city, with
the process dragging on
well into the night.
While the counting in
Chennai South consti-
tuency began around
8.30 a.m. at the Anna
University ‘campus on
Tuesday, there was con-
| siderable delay in the an-
. nouncement of round 1
results. As one of the
EVMs encountered: a
problem, there was a de-
lay in compilation. of the
results, an official said.

f_

{ - Postnoon, the pace:-

i picked upand the results
| ofthe other rounds were
announced quickly. Dur-
ing the course of count-
ing, some of the EVMs
were not working, and
officials said they would
be taken up for counting
at the end.
Around' 6 p.m.,BJP
candidate Tamilisai
Soundararajan  voiced
her concerns to-the Re-
turning  Officer (R.0))
and said it was unfair

1

. of votes was peaceful In

that seven EVMs had is- -

sues and could not be
counted. The Returnihg
Officer assured her that
the VVPAT slips would
be counted for these
EVMs.

The counting process
for Chennai North Parlia-
mentary constituency,

led by R.0. (North) Katta.

Ravi Teja, did not face
major hurdles. Here as
well, the first round re-
sults were announced
* only at 11.15 a.m. The de-
lay was because the offi-
cials had to ensure the
numbers were precise

‘sonnel. He soon left the

- gave any reasons for the-
~incident. ' The malfunc-

* cials said. In all the seg-*

and had no errors, he
said.

Booth agent falls i1l
In the afternoon, a
counting booth agent,
Raj Kamal of the BJP'|
complained of dizziness
and low blood pressure.
He was administered IV
fluids by the doctor sta-:
tioned at the centre and
taken to a hospital in |
Royapuram in an ambu-
lance. DMK cadre distri- |
buted buttermilk packets |
to .the -agents, - officials,
and: security personnel |
tobeat the heat.
Earlier in the day, R. |
Rajan, father of Chennai |
Mayor Priya Rajan at-/
tempted to enter the Thi--
ru. Vi. Ka. Nagar As- |
sembly segment
counting hall; at Queen
‘Mary’s College, but was. |
stopped by police per-

campus, and no one

tioning of a few EVMs;
held' up the announce-
ment of results,

Though the counting

Chennai Central Parlia-
mentary constituency,
the pace was slow owing-
to ‘meticulous “cross-:
checking of the data of
votes polled in the pre- .
sence-of observers,” offi-'

ments of the
constituency, the RBJP.
made significant gains
throughout the count-'
ing. As the DMDK candi-
date Parthasarathy came
third, $everal agents of
the AIADMK  alliance
partners left the count-
ing centre by evening,
Of the 3,808mg§stal
votes polled in the con-
stituency, 564 were re-
jected, ;
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NOTA scores
big in Indore
after call
from Cong.

The Hindu Data Team

At the last minute, Akshay
Kanti Bam switched from
the Indian National Con-
gress (INC) to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) just
ahead of the general elec-
tions in Indore. In reply,
the INC floated an exten-
sive campaign urging vo-
ters to vote for ‘none of the
above’ (NOTA).

Local leaders told The
Hindu the party had past-
ed posters for NOTA on
more than 4,000 auto-rick-
shaws across the consti-
tuency. Workers also went
door-to-door in local INC
strongholds encouraging
registered voters to vote
come poll day. Their cam-
paign urging voters to vote
for NOTA has apparently
succeeded.

A successful campaign
About 14% of (or 2.18 lakh)
Indore voters picked NOTA
this year, a jump from just
0.3% in 2019. The NOTA
vote share is also much
higher. The BJP intensified
its campaign, saying its
candidate, Shankar Lalwa-
ni, would win by a margin
of eight lakh. He ended up
winning by 11.75 lakh votes.
The BSP’s Lakshman So-
lanki came in third after
NOTA with more than
51,000 votes.

But Indore also stands
alone: across India, NOTA's
vote share dropped below
19 for the first time since
2014, to 0.99% as of 9.30

pmL.
(With inputs from
Mehul Malpani)
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Breaking records, 218 lakh
Indore voters choose NOTA

sagar Choukse &
Amarjeet Singh | Tnn

Indore/Bhopal: No-choice turned
out to be Indore’s second choiceina
one-sided fight. NOTA polled a re-
cord 2.18 lakh votes in Madhya Pra-
desh’s commercial capital in an elec-
tion where a last-minute switch to
BJP by Congress candidate left the
saffron camp withouta challenger

Prior to this, the highest NOTA
count in the country was 51,660 votes
in Bihar's Gopalganj in 2019, fol-
lowed by Bihar’s West Champaran
(45,699) and Nilgiris in Tamil Nadu
(46,559) in 2014.

In Indore, NOTA accounted for
14% of all votes cast, turning out to
beab]ggertalbngpomtthansn:tmg
MP Shankar Lalwani’s victory by
11.7 lakh votes — the highest in MP
this time. In 2019, NOTA got on}y
5,045 votes. After the ‘betrayal’ by its
candidate left Congress unrepre-
sented in Indore for the first time ev-
er, the opposition party canvassed

for NOTA as the al-
ternative to BJP. NO-
TA became the talk
of the town, and se-
nior BJP functionar-
jes started slam-
ming Congress for
promntmg it. BJP ran a counter-
campaign, urging Indore voters not
to “wastetheir vote”.

Former Lok Sabha speaker Su-
mitra Mahajan said she was getting |
calls from prominent people of the |
city who wanted to vote NOTA.
“This should not have happened |
(Cong candidate’s withdrawal and
joining BJP). There was no need for |
thisas BJP swctorymlndoqus a
foregone conclusion,” Mahajan
said. The nochoice campaign
picked up pace and soon Indore
turned into a BJP vs NOTA battle.
BypressingNOTA over 2lakhtimes,
the land of Ahilya Bai has sent a
message. Though BJP swept all 29
seats, it was NOTA that had maxi-
mum growth in vote share.

Seesaw battle in Dharmapuri, Virudhunagar

Mani racing ahead, no,

it’s PMK's Sowmiya An-
bumani ... hold on, it’s Mani
... Wait aminute ... Sowmiya
appears to have snagged the
lead again ... now it’s Mani
for the win.

Though the DMK-led IN-
DIA bloe in Tamil Nadu ap-
peared to have it smooth,
sweeping the state winning
all 40 seats, Dharmapuri and

I t’'s DMK candidate A

Virudhunagar witnessed

nail-biting battles.

In Dharmapuri’s fi ght
between DMK and PMK, the
day began with Mani in the
lead at 3,366 votes when the
postal votes were counted,
with Sowmiya just 444 votes
behind.

EDGE-OF THE-SEAT TUG OF WAR

Maniclam Tagore was leading

DHARMAPURI | At the end of postal - lInmmdsSandQ

votes counting, Mani was leading with | 1, Vijaya > Atround 10, Vijaya

/3,366 votes. Sowmiya got 2,922 votes. | poll Prabiiakaran had polled

> At round 1, Sowmiya had polled Tagore 411 1,92.441. Vijaya Prabhakaran

25,428 votes and Mani 15470. From | 07, Vijz | wasleadinginround10

roundltoﬂ.vanﬂyamsleading | was [eadi 5 ,

———| » Atround 11, Man!claﬁgom
235167 oto Sy 232501, el D
67 votes

Aﬁermat,mnisuslalnedhis Prabhakaran had | panicka’

leadtomdn e

‘The momentum then sud- climbed tc 20, 000 vates and votes apa_rt. %
denly swung in favour of inround4, ithit 21000 votes. In reound 12, Mani took
first-time candidate Sowmi- And then came the twist. ;the lead and Sowmiya start-
ya when the votes polled in  In round 5, the margin be- ed trailing by 7,000 votes.
EVMs were counted. In the tween Sowmiya and Mani  There was no looking back
first round, Sowmiya got was down to 19,000 votes, fromhere for Manias he con-
25,428 votes, while Maniwas  then decreased to 14,000 tinued to maintain his lead,
10,000 votesbehind. Inround = votes two rounds later. By winning by a margin-of
2, the margin widened to round 11of counting, thetwo 20,856 at the end of round 24.
15,000 votes, in round 3, it candidates were just 1,000 In Virudhunagar constit-

uency, the battle heated u
between DMDK candidat
_Vijaya Prabhakaran, a firs
timer, and veteran Congres
candidate Manickam Tagort

» In the first round, it looke

like Prabhakaran was edg
ing ahead by a slender mai
gin of 200 votes but by th
fourthround, he widened th
lead by 9,000. The dampene
for DMDK came in the fift
round when the lead dwin
dled to 5,000 votes, then 70
in the seventh round. In th
eighth and ninth rounds
Tagore took the lead but b
round 10, Prabhakaran wa:
ahead by'200 votes. Round 1.
returned the lead to Tagort
who took it home with a mar
gin of 4,633 votes.

Still, two of the toughes
fights this election in TN.
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2% BJP falls short, needs allies to govern

53

NDA set tqbag 292 seats against Cong.led || NDA govt. will be dependent on the

BJP 32 short of majority mark of 272 seats
support of allies TDP and JD(U)

in LS; suffers setback in Uttar Pradesh INDIA blo¢'s 234; Congress likely to get 99

| Nitish and Naidu .
emerge kingmakers

purportedly
declined to meet Bihar BJP
| seats short of the majority  hary, despite his repeated
efforts to call on him on
Tuesday.

Bihar, the Congress-RjD al-  support. In an acknowled-
liance on the same plank  gement of the new realities  rank) for the first time | mark, from courting them.
Cognisant of the tight-

failed to enthuse voters of the NDA govemment's  since 20M4.
and the NDA alliance held  dependence on the sup- . rope walk ahead, Prime
its port of two allies, the Telu- _ CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4 Minister dra Modl, in on

own.
Mr. Modi addressed BJP  gu Desam Party (TDP) and T his victory speech at the  » PAGE4
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Regional parties gain as
voters send clear signal

he results of the elections to the 18th Lok Sabha demonstrate that

the people of this country have faith in jts democracy and its insti-

tutions, and have no plan whatsoever to sell themselves to ideolo-

gies and agendas other than those that have sustained the republic
for this long. They would want a stable government but shall not tolerate
intolerance to ideas, hate-mongering and social polarisation. No grand
narrative that seeks to strike at the roots of the ideals uniting this great
nation will have their approval: This seems to be the message that they
have sent out. ; ; 7

The nitty-gritty of government formation will take time to play out but
the simple fact that stands out is that the BJP, which had won the last two
elections on its own, has failed to win an absolute majority in the Lok
Sabha this time. This must be disappointing to its leadership which boast-
ed of being all set to win 370 seats. But now even the NDA it leads is unlike-
1y to cross 300 seats in the 543-member House. - i 3
It is a paradox that its whimsical and undemocratic agenda of a
“Congress-mukt Bharat” (India v&;}%out'Congress) notzamhsﬁaﬁging, th]ﬁ

3 principal Opposition party in ikelihood wi
It is a paradox that it 2 three-digit figure and the INDIA bloc of
its whimsical and which the latter is the key participant will be at
undemocratic ﬂmg digin_ance of the BJP’s own numbers in

: e Lower House. AL

“Co agenda Of‘:_ The BJP will do well to have its ear to the
ngress-mukt. oound to catch the democratic tune, lest it
Bharat” misses the song. Rhetoric and grandstanding
notwithstanding, alone cannot win the popular vote; an attémpt to
the principal understand the ground realities can. ;

o iti Sl This was indeed a national election but the

pposition party I p,¢tern that has emerged is that the regional
all likelihood will hit parties have once again, perhaps after-decades,

a three-digit figure regained their role in the country’s polity. The

3 : DMK, the Trinamul Congress, the Telugu
Desam Party, the Samajwadi Party, the Shiv Sena’ (UBT) and the
Nationalist Congress Party (Sharadchandra Pawar) will play a decisive
rclJle in the formation of the agenda of both the ruling and the Opposition
blocs. i 3

The regional parties had shot to prominence in the 1990s when the
Congress, which predominantly occupied the Treasury benches till that'
time, got enfeebled. This time around, it is the drop in the numbers of the
BJP that has given up space again for the regional forces to occupy. The
parties may have their regional agendas as well but they came together to
sustain coalition governments for two decades. So their presence will only
lead to the sustenance of the diversity on which our republic is founded. In
fact, the BJP slipped only when the Opposition focused on regional
narratives. . X :

The election results, which proved most exit polls wrong and rightly
reflected the realities of life, must also put to rest the speculation about
electronic voting machines, though the functioning of the Election
Commission of India leaves much to be desired. The poll panel, on its part,
must explore the possibilities of further. making the election machinery
transparent so that the last-minute rush to the country’s highest court can
be avoided the next time.
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® BJP sweeps MP, Cong fails to open account
Nota is runner-up in

Indore with 2L votes
4-time CM Shivraj wins Vidisha
LS sat, begins s new inings

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, JUNE 4

The BJP is set to win
all the 29 Lok Sabha
seats in Madhya
Pradesh. -

The party has won 16
LS constituencies and
has maintained an
unassailable lead over
its nearest rivals in
the remaining 13 seats
till the last reports
‘came in.

This is the first time
the BJP has made a
clean sweep of the LS
polls in Madhya
Pradesh and a first for
the Congress, which
has drawn a blank.

Congress stalwarts
who lost included
party veteran and for-
mer chief minister
Digvijay Singh, who
lost to BJP candidate
Rodmal Nagar in the
Rajgarh seat by mar-
gin of over 1.41 lakh
votes.

Similarly, Nakul
Nath, son of Congress
veteran Kamal Nath,
has failed to retain his
Chhindwara seat in
the poll.

Notable among the
winners are. former
chief minister Shivraj

DC CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, JUNE 4

BJP veteran and four-
time chief minister
Shivraj
Chouhan began his
new political -innings
at the Centre in style
by winning polls in the

* Vidisha Lok Sabha

constituency in
Madhya Pradesh by a
massive margin of
8,21,408 votes over his
nearest Congress rival.

While Mr Chouhan
secured 11,16,460 votes,
his nearest Congress
rival Pratap Bhanu
Sharma bagged

SR

2,95,052
votes.

Tehre
former
chief
minis-
i ter’s vic-
05T Y

ShtVl'aj Smgh margin

in . the
Chouhan polis s

the second highest in
the state after that of
Shankar Lalwani, who
retained the Indore LS
seat for the BJP with a
record victory margin
of 10,08, 077 votes over
the. runner-up in the
seat, Nota or none of
the above.

Singh Chouhan, Union

ministers Jyotiraditya
Scindia and Faggan
Singh Kulaste and
state BJP president
Vishnu Dutt Sharma.
In an unprecedented
development, the BJP
has retained the
Indore Lok Sabha con-
stituency in Madhya
Pradesh by “defeat-
ing” its “nearest rival”
Nota (none of the
above) by a record

margin of 10,08,077
votes. .

Bharatiya  Janata
Party candidate
Shankar Lalwani, who
is seeking -re-election
in the constituency,
‘won a record 12,26,751
votes while Nota has
emerged as the run-
ner-up by getting a
record 2,18,674 votes,
according to the
Election Commission
(EC) data.
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WOMAN CONSTABLE
ON DUTY FAINTS AT
MIT COLLEGE

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JUNE 4

A ‘woman police constable

who was on duty at MIT col-
lege at Chromepet where the
counting for Sriperumbudur
Lok Sabha was carried out
fainted, leading to tense
moments on Monday:.

Thousands of police person- .

nel were deployed for security
in the counting centre and the
police constable Selva Priya
was one of them. She was
posted at the entry and she
suddenly fainted in the after-
noon. Other police personnel

sprinkled water on her face.

and sent her in an ambulance
to the Chromepet government
hospital.

BAALU PROTESTS IN

COUNTING CENTRE

DC CORRESPONDENT
E =CHENNAI, JUNE 4 .

-Former Unjon Minister TR.
Baalu protested against
refusal of permission to go in

 his car to the counting centre
at MIT college. Finally, he got
down from his car and walked
to the centre as the police said
the Election Commission of
India officials had instructed
them not to allow the vehicle
of any candidate.

Baalu came to the counting
~centre and asked the police to
allow him since he had an
entry pass. Despite his argu-
ments, the police refused to
allow him. Baalu protested for
some time in his car but final-
ly got down and walked to th
counting centre. 3

# Election Commission of
India officials had instruet--
ed them not to allow the
vehicle of any candidate.

clwaonjole
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Cong retains
Vilavancode

Assembly
constituency

'DC CORRESPONDENT

VILAVANCODE, JUNE 4

Tharahai Cuthbert retained the
Vilavancode - Assembly . con-
stituency for the Congress n
the by-election in Kanyakumari
district. : b

The Assembly constituency, a
traditional Congress _bastlon_,
represented by Vijayadharani
since the 2011 election in the
state Assembly, went to by-poll
as Vijayadharani resigned her
MLA post to join the BJP.

Tharahai Cuthbert, fielded by
the Congress in the four-corner
contest, however, retained the
constituency for the party i_a,y
polling 88,875 votes. Tharahai’s
rival, V.S. Nanthini, contested
in the lotus symbol and was
pushed back by 39,128 votes.

All the other eight contestants,
including the ATADMK and the
Naam Thamizhar Katchi candi-
dates, lost the election miser-
ably and forfeited their deposit
amount as they failed to obtain
one-sixth of the total votes
polled. g e

NTK candidate, R. Jemini,
‘secured 7,929 votes and the
ATADMK candidate, U. Rani,
surprisingly ended up in the
fourth position by polling just
5,178 votes.
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THE impressive clean sweep by
the DMK-led alliance in Tamil
Nadu holds great significance
for one more reason - this is the
first time, at least since 1967, an
alliance led by a party that is in
power in the state has managed
to pull this feat.

The clean sweeps in 1991,
1996, and 2004 were achieved by
the opposition parties in the
state. DMK attributes the suc-
cess to the solid alliance it has
maintained since 2019 and com-
prehensive efforts put in by the
party with a target of winning
in all the constituencies.

A state-level leader of, the
DMK said, “As per the instruc-
tions from party president MK
Stalin, we began work for the

Lok Sabha election from Sep-
dember 2022. From the begin-
ning, our leader has been keen
on securing all the 40 seats with
-the slogan of Narpathum Na-
‘madhey, Naadum Namadhey
XAll 40 are ours, the country is
also ours). The party strength-
-ened the booth committees and
guided them for the election

awvork through several work- |

shops at zonal level, district level

THE NEW INDIAY [XPRESS
NS JuN 2024

A first since 1967, party in power
sweeps LS election in Tamil Nadu

DMK attributes success to solid alliance from 2019, preparations put in to win all 40 seats

DMK workers celebrate at Anna Arivalayam in Chennal on Tuesday | » iawanse

and constituency level,” he
said.

Another leader added that be-
sides strengthening the booth
committee, the party conducted
surveys every month through-
out last year to assess the
ground reality and the pros and
cons of incumbent MPs. Based
on the reports, some candidates
were changed and alliance part-
ners were also instructed to

constituencies to ensure
victory in all seats.

“Above all, our leadership
keptinstructing us to maintain

cordial relationships with the
alliance partners at the booth
level. Hence, the arithmetic in
the alliance and the chemistry
among cadres helped the bloc
register 100% victory in Tamil
land,"” a leader said.

The district-level functionar-
ies said that the warning by
Stalin that functionaries would
be held accountable if the party
failed in their respective booths
motivated every functionary to
‘work hard and protect their po-
sition in the party.

CPI's state deputy secretary

N Periyasamy added that win-
ning once again proved that the
INDIA bloc in the state was
built around ideology and not
Jjust for political gain.

TNCC's state farmers wing
president S Pawan Kumar; told
TNIE, "People of the state have
extended their overwhelming
support to the chemlstry be-
tween 'Iliahu! Gandhi and MK

Stalin’s arrival at the party
headquarters at Anna Ariva-
layam was met with rousing
welcome by leaders and cadres.
Addressing reporters, Stalin
criticised BJP's attempts to in-
fluence public opinion through
divisive agendas. He hailed the
verdict as a triumph against
BJP's influence, denouncing
their agenda of changing the
Constitution.

“The outcome is a victory for
the INDIA bloc. It has come asa
great victory against the BJP's
money power, authoritarian
power and media power,” Stalin
added. Replying to a question
on anti-Modi wave, he said that
several states in the country
have witnessed the anti-Modi
wave while in Tamil Nadu there
is a strong anti-Modi wave.
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EINDIA BLOC MAKES A [1CONGRESS, ALLIES DEFY | EINON-ALIGNED PARTIES —
COMEBACK IN SEVERAL ' EXIT POLL PREDICTIONS TO | SUFFER AS POLLS
HINDI HEARTLAND STATES | PUT UP STRONG SHOW NDA VS INDIA BLOC MATCH EVER MARGIN

PM Modi's retum to power with no

Manlpur effect? NDA loses
| three seats In the Hortheast

HIJP': Kerala drought ends BJP loses Faizabad, seat | With no wins In Delhl,
of Ayodhya Ram temple AAP's woes compounded

mmmmwmwmm | GUWAMATE: The rullag BIP and ks af
further deepens the it is battiing | People’s Front (HPF) I conflict-Alt

since the errest of Dzibl CM Arvisd | suffereda shock as ey lost both LS 325
| Kejriwal, as it now stares at probadlythe | g Congress while tha NDA fest three seals
=4 phase In lts 12 years of compared tolts 2019

the Nartheast
| existence. Of the 22 seats it fought across I Iner Manipur, 2 Meltel-dominated seil
| Punjab (13), Deibl (4), Gujarat (2), Assam that BJP considered s good a5 won. IS
mmmmnmw Basanta Kumar
| e o
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Over 4.5 lakh pick NOTA,
most in Sriperumbudur

CHENNAL Around 4.5 lakh votes were registered
for NOTA in the 18th Lok Sabha elections in the State.

At the time of going to press,
the Election Commission of
India’s data showed that the
maximum number of votes
for NOTA was in Sriperum-
budur Lok Sabha constituen-
cy. While there were 26,326
NOTA votes there, Dindigul
constituency recorded 22,120
.NOTA votes.In 20 Lok Sabha
seats, more than 10,000 voters
chose NOTA. :

This included Chennai
North, Chennai Central,
Chennai South, Madurai, Ar-
akkonam, - Coimbatore,
Erode, Kancheepuram, ‘Kr-
ishnagiri, Namakkal, The
Nilgiris, Perambalur, Polla-
chi, Tenkasi, Thanjavur,
Theni, Tiruchirappalli, Tiru-
pur, Tiruvallur and Tiruvan-
namalai. In Kanniyakumari,
there were 3,755 NOTA votes.

Congress retains Vilavancode
~ Assembly constituency

Party candidate Tharahai
Cuthbert trounced BJP’s
' VS Nanthini by a margin of
40,174 votes in the bypoll neces-
sitated by the resignation of
. former Congress legislator S
* Vijayadharani, who joined the
BJP days before the Lok Sabha
election was announced.
Cuthbert garnered 91,054
votes after 19 rounds of count-
ing and reestablished Vilavan-
code as a Congress bastion.
BJP's Nanthini polled 50,880

Sk

g T1

T

Tharahai Cuthbert of Congress receives her winning

votes.
RO in Vilavancode on Tuesda; . Tamil nationalist
Cﬂ’ﬁﬁﬁi@ o ; GEcEs) X Naam Tamilar Katchi's candi-
MADURAL Congress retained the Vilavancode Assembly date R Jemiqi_was relegated_ to
constituency in Kanniyakumari district defeating the BJP, the third position and U Ram of
as per the results of the by-election announced by the ATADMK managed to poll just
Election Commission on Tuesday. 5,046 votes.
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Exit pollsters .

m CS KOTTESWARAN

The exit polls conducted by close
to a dozen pollsters and media

houses turned out to be a farce, as -

none of the predictions ‘came

even close when. the votes were

counted on Tuesday.

In their forecast aired within -

minutes of the last phase of poll-
ing getting over on June 1, almost
all of them had said the BJP-led

NDA would sweep the election

nationally, with seat predictions
ranging from 330 to 400. The IN-
DIA bloc, on the other hand,

‘would not cross even the 150-

mark, we were told.

. Political
. strate-

-----

gist-turned-politician Prashant
Kishor said Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi-led BJP would return
to power with a comfortable ma-
jority. In the case of Tamil Nady,
several media houses based in

Delhi and Mumbai said the BJP.

would win 3-5 seats due to what

they termed ‘Annamalai’ effect,

However, these predictions

 were wrong -and how! Suchwas

the situation that popular pse-
‘phologist Pradeep Gupta, one of
- those who predicted a big victory
for the BJP, cried during a live

session with senior journalist Ra-

‘jdeep . Sardesai. Popular You-
. Tuber Dhruv Rathee even asked

if the exit polls were aiming to
‘manipulate the stock market.
- But there were hon-

taka-based Eedina,
which not only chal-
lenged the exit poll

of its own, which
turned out to be closer
to reality, but even
asked the pollsters and

" survey details stating that

gist himself, had the last
laugh, as he was almost bang on
giving 220 to 240 seats for INDIA

_ bloc and repeatedly agserted that
BJP would not cross

the simple majority
mark of 272
seats. -

ourable exceptions.
One such was Karna-

findings with a forecast’

. media houses to share the

.

.}/ credentials and quality of sam-
W ples are crucial. .
1) Political analyst Yogendra

4il) Yadav, once a noted psepholo-
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