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HC quashes
poll bonds
case against
Karnatakas
ex-BJP chief

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
on Tuesday quashed crimi-
nal proceedings initiated
against Nalin Kumar Ka-
teel, former president of
the BJP’s State umit, based
on the FIR registered
against him, along with
Nirmala Sitharaman and
others, for  alleged
extortion.

“The top court holds
that where the allegations
made in the FIR, even if
they are taken to their face
value, do not constitute a
prima facie offence, such
crime should be nipped in
the bud. In the case on
hand, there is not even a
modicum of ingredients of
the offence made out even
to its prima facie sense,
what the complainant pro-
jects is a huge hocus-pocus,
but alas, he has no locus,”
the High Court observed.
Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order while al-
lowing the petition filed by

The FIR was registered
on the complaint of Adarsh
R. Iyer, co-president of the
Janaadhikaara Sangharsha
Parishath, for ‘extorting’
around 8,000 crore by
compelling key personali-
ties of certain companies
to purchase electoral
bonds in favour of the BJP
after allegedly conducting
raids and searches on their
companies, and arresting
key persons of the compa-
nies by misusing officials of
the ED.

However, it said that
proceedings only against
him had been quashed.
This is because the other
persons named in the FIR
have not filed a petition
challenging the FIR.
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CJIrecuses from pleas against
new law for EC appointiments

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna on Tuesday
recused from hearing petitions alleging thata
new law dealing with the appointment of
Election Commissioners (ECs) gives the Central
government a dominant role. The petjﬁc:\ns have
primarily challenged the validity of Section 7(1) of
the Chief Election Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service, and Term of Office) Act of
2023. The petitioners claimed that the 2023. law,
especially Section 7(1), was introduced to dilute a
Constitution Bench judgment of the Supreme
Court in the Anoop Baranwal case on March 2,
2023.
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CJI RECUSES FROM
HEARING PETITION
AGAINST ECACT |

New Delhi, Dec. 3: Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on Tuesday
recused from hearing a
batch of pleas challenging
the exclusion of the CJI
from the panel meant for
selecting the chief election
commissioner and election
commissioners. :

At the outset, the CJI, who

. was sitting on the bench
with Justice Sanjay Kumar,
told the advocates appear-
ing for the PIL petitioners
that he couldn’t hear the
pleas now.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan and
lawyer Prashant Bhushan
said the previous bench
headed by Justice Khanna
had passed interim orders
in the matter. Justice
Khanna, who has become
the 51st CJI after former CJI
D.Y. Chandrachud demitted
office, said the cases would
now. be listed before another
bench after the winter
break.

The CJI asked the Union
government and others to
file the responses to the
PILs in the meantime.
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CJi recuses from case over panel to pick CEC

NEW DELHI: Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna on Tuesday
recused himself from hearing a
batch of pleas challenging the
exclusion of the CJI from the
panel meant for selecting the
chief election commissioner and
election commissioners.

At the outset, the CJI, who was sit-
ting on the bench with Justice San-
jay Kumar, told the advocates ap-
pearing for six separate petitioners
that he couldn't hear the pleas now. .

"List the matter before a bench of
which I am not a part of, " the CJI
said. Senior advocate Gopal San-
karanarayanan and lawyer
Prashant Bhushan said the previous
bench headed by Justice Khanna

had issued the notice and passed in-
terim orders in the matter and they
had no objection if he continued
hearing the matter.

Justice Khanna, who became the .

51st CJI after former CJID Y
Chandrachud demitted of-
fice, said the cases would
now be listed before another
bench in the week commenc-
ing January 6, 2025. ‘Addi-
tionally, the bench instruct-
ed the union government
and the Election Commis-
sion to file their responses to
the raised challenges.

The bench, which issued notices
on the pleas, had not agreed to the
contention that the new law on ap-
pointment of the CEC and the ECs be

stayed. “Suspension of legislation
pending consideration is an excep-

tion and not the rule.”
Interfering with the selection pro-
cess would lead to "chaos and a vir-
tual constitutional break-

have challenged the valid-
ity and sought a stay on
the operation of Section 7
of the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Elec-
tion Commissioners Act,
2023, which excludes the
CJI from the panel tha
picks the CEC and ECs. 3
The petitions questioned the con-
stitutional validity of Sections 7 and
8 of the Act, which outline the pro-
cess for appointing the Chief Elec-

down ", it noted. The pleas

tion Commissioner (CEC) and Elec-

_ tion Commissioners (ECs).

The 2023 Act introduced signifi-
cant changes to the appointment
process of election commissioners,
replacing the earlier provisions of

- the Election Commission (Condi-

tions of Service of Election Commis-
sioners and Transaction of Busi-
ness) Act, 1991. The most conten-
tious aspect of the new legislation is
the exclusion of the CJI from the se-
lection committee. Instead, appoint-
ments are now made based on the
recommendations of a . three-mem-
ber panel comprising the Prime
Minister, a cabinet minister and the
Leader of the Opposition or the lead-
er of the largest opposition party in
the Lok Sabha.
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