SC hears plea on candidates

named after political leaders
The Supreme Court on Friday took up a public
interest petition claimmg that rival political
parties are propping up persons with the same
names as popular political leaders to hoodwink
voters with a logical question. “If their parents
have given theinthe same names, can we come
in the way of thieir right to contest elections? If \
somebody is named ‘Rahul Gandhi’ or ‘Lalu
Prasad Yadav’ by their parents, how can the
court prevent them from participating in,.-s
elections as candidates?” justice B.R. Gavai asked
advocate V.K. Biju, the counsel representing the
petitioner, Sabu Steephen. After a short hearing,
Mr. Biju chose to withdraw the petition.
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Six C

aJ

in Vlllupufam strong‘
rooms ma]f\mctlon

Times News NETWORK

Villupuram: The six CCTV

cameras in six strong rooms
where EVMs used for p

Saliha polls in the Villupuram

mthemcentlyoonclu ed Lok

reserved parliamentary con- g S

stituency are kept, malfunc- |

tioned for at least 30 minutes
on Erida}c The survei]lanee
cameras in the strong rooms
suddenly stopped working at
9.28am and technicians from

Board in the prewnoe Df'dis--

trict officials attended to the
problem. They repaired the
faulty CCTVs and the cam-

ﬁ)rafewminutes 5

~ VCK candidate for the Vil
lupuram parliamentary con-
stituency and sittingMP D Ra-
vikumar lodged a complaint
with the returning officer of
the constituency, urging him
to fol]ow the Election Com-
mission of India's (ECI) direc-

tive and take all necessary

measures to safeguard the
polled EVMs kept in the
strong rooms.

Inaletter addfessed tcr the

returning officer, Ravikumar
said Ayyappan, assigned by
him to monitor the strong
room, informed him over his
mobile phone that the surveil-
lance cameras stopped work-

ing at 9.28am on Friday. The

cameras resumed operation
at s,ﬁﬁam aﬁer they were re-
paired.

The dh;_tnct collector and
district Superintendent of Po-
lice inspected the six strong
rooms in the presence of peo-
ple assigned by candidates.
“This occurrence is unprece-
dented during elections. Re-
ports indicate similar- inei-
dents in some other constitu-
encies in Tamil Nadu raising

esumed operation at
aﬂam_onl‘:‘ridayThisisﬂw__f

concern;?;. : Ravikumarsatd in

theletter. -
Itmayberecalledthatone :
of the 220 CCTV cameras in- :
stalled at the strong rooms at !
IRTT Engineering College at :
‘Chithode in Erodedistrictlost
sxgnalonAprilzswhﬂeanoth- ;
er CCTV camera in the same  :
college encountered a similar
problem on April 30. District :
collector and election officer :
Raja Gopal Sunkara said the :
wire connectinga cam:
eratothemomtur discon- ..
nected disrupting Tive stream- i
ing on April 30. The fssue was |
resolved in twohours. i
Inanother incident, CCTV
cameras in thestrongroomin
Nilgiris parliamentary con-
stituency faced a technical :
glitch for at least 20 minutes !
on April 27. Nilgiris collector :
M Aruna said there was a
technical errorin CCTV cam- !
eras because of dgverheating
and lack of ventilation. The :
CCTV cameras were not re- :
cording for 20 minufes from :
6.40pm on April27.
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SURVEILLANCE cameras

: monitoring the strong rooms in

‘Accore ing to an ofﬁcial re:
lease by returning officer C Pal-
ani, there was a disruption in
CCTV coverage and electrical
equipment due to a fault in the
UPS system. It was fixed imme-
diately in the presence of rep-
resentatives of political

parties.

VCK’sD Ravikumar said in a
statement that this incident
raises questions about electoral
inte grity and secur ity
protocols
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the strongrooms.

‘the EVM  On information, <E=§§E
Arignar Ann _.uwogoﬁogmuno%uaen
ege ih C Palani rushed to the counting

m 0 astiiideion
E.E&ﬁ It was :5 zE..n
uﬂow Eﬁaﬁ e.:u

M strongroom in Villu-

ot y 30 minutes from 9.28 am
H.._ob minu« due to power fluctua-
* tion. Erratic power supply blew
the fuse of the UPS (Uninter-
rupted Power
connected to the live streaming
of the CCTV cameras that
focused at the mwa& doors of

EE that live stream- 1
n had been disturbed for

Supply)

‘centre and took measures. The

officials from Tangedco also

- rushed to the spot and checked

Emuosawmsu%»cﬁmoaﬁa

to the strongroom to ensure

,3«%3&8%%

ruled out any suspicion. “The
officials have installed an a di-

tional live-streaming to the

Eﬂu« one to avoid such prob-

lems,” said VCK Sﬂ&nﬁo u

nzmnsm_ saturday, may 4, 2024

E:@Ema

m:gmaooam%@:msnm

- Ravikumar, who petitioned the

Collector to take mwunouﬁms
measures to avoid such inci-
dents till the 8::»5« day on

~Juned.

“*Ravikumar also cited the
Election Commission’s commu-
nication on Standard Operating

' Procedure on security arrange-

‘was 3&3&. g m.mm,g. The ments for the counting centres.
tructed the Tanged- “There is a specific direction to
co officials aggﬁu ensure uninterrupted power
~rupted and %uoﬂowﬁu. ‘supply to the counting centres
uwu;o the centre. ~ during the EVM storage period.
The Collector also took the The Collector should ensure
 agents of candidates in the fray that,” he added.

TN Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo directed the
DEQs to take precautionary
measures in all the 39 centres to

_ guarantee reliable power supply
to the respective counting cen- |

tres to avoid short-circuit.
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KV. Rajendranath Reddy

EC orders
transfer of
A.P.DGP, two
other officers

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Election Commission
(EC) on Sunday asked the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to transfer Director-
General of Police (DGP)
KV. Rajendranath Reddy
with immediate effect.

The EC did not mention
the reason for the move.

The EC, in its orders, al-
so said that Mr. Reddy
should not be assigned any
election-related work. The
Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections will be held in the
State on May 13.

The EC asked the State
government to send the
names of three DG-rank of-
ficers for the post of the
DGP by 11 a.m. on Monday.

It also ordered the
transfer of Anantapur Ur-
ban DSP G. Veeraraghava
Reddy and Rayachoti DSP
Syed Mahbub Basha. They
were ordered to hand over
their responsibilities to
their subordinates imme-
diately. The EC ordered
their transfer after investi-
gating complaints from the
TDP leaders, who alleged
the duo harassed the party |
cadre and foisted false cas-
es on them.

The EC transferred 12
IAS and IPS officers of the
State in the last one month.
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Race for party ticket picks
up for Vikravandi bypoll

N RAVIKUMAR | DC
CHENNAI, MAY 5:

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has not con-
firmed reports that thé by-
poll to the Vikravandi
Assembly seat in Tamil
Nadu could be held along
with the 7th phase of Lok
Sabha elections on June 1,
but political parties are not

taking any chance and are-

keeping themselves pre-
pared for such a possibility,

If the by-poll is to be held
on June 1, the notification
is expected on May 7, along
with the notification for 57
Lok Sabha constituencies
in the 7th phase. As the
model code of conduct is
already in force, the TN
Chief Electoral Officer and
distrigt election officer can
conduct the by-poll easily.
‘Though there is time till
September to conduct the

poll, holding it along with
the 7th phase would save
additional work of another
revision of voters and
arranging EVMs and
counting centres.

PMK founder S.
Ramadoss had issued a
statement saying that the
ECI should not take an
arbitrary decision and con-
sult the political parties
before deciding the date of
the bypoll. He said Tamil
Nadu is experiencing heat
wave conditions since dog
days had started from May
4. He said campaigning
during the scorching sum-
mer would affect the health
of party cadre and func-
tionaries. However, leaders
of other parties have not
reacted to the reports or
expressed their opposition
to such a plan. - 7

The race for getting the
election ticket in

Vikravandi is stiff in the
ruling DMK since the func-
tionaries . consider the
bypoll to be a smooth sail
for it, especially when the
ATADMK and the PMK are
in separate  alliances.
When the previous by-poll
was held for Vikravandi
along with the 2019 Lok
Sabha  elections,*
ATADMK won the seat with
the support of the PMK. In
the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, the DMK won the
seat polling 48.41 percent
votes while the ATADMK
received 43.47
percent. ;

There are many DMK
contenders for the seat
including Villupuram dis-
trict panchayat president
Jayachandran,

Agricultural  labourers
wing state secretary
Anniyur’ Siva, former
municipal chairman

the -

Janagaraj, panchayat
union secretary Ravi and
former MLA
Pugazhendhi’s son
Selvakumar. Former
ATADMK MLA R.
Muthamizh Selvan and
panchayat union secretary
Panneer are also seeking
the seat. ;

PMK polled around 41,000
votes in Vikravandi when
it contested alone in the
2016 Assembly elections
and its choice could be
between its district leaders
Anbumani and
Pugazhendhi. The BJP has
negligible presence in the
constituency, but former
DMK MLA A.G. Sampath
is now in the BJP and he
could contest with PMK
support. Naam Thamizhar
Katchi (NTK) is planning
to field Virugambikai
Manoj, daughter of - J.
Guru.
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Campaigning in 92 seats

ends; voting tomorrow

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 5

- The high-voltage cam-
. paign for the third phase

of Lok Sabha election
ended on Sunday in 92

seats spread over 11 states

and Union territories.
Voters in states such as

Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,

Bihar = and  Madhya

Pradesh, which over- |

whelmingly opted for the
“NDA last time, will pick

their choices on May 7,
making the phase very
critical for the ruling £

alliance.

As the BJP has bagged,

the Surat seat unopposed,’
all the remaining 25 seats
in Gujarat will go to polls
in the third phase. The
other states include
Maharashtra (11) Uttar
Pradesh (10), Karnhtaka
(14) Madhya Pradesh (8),
Chhattisgarh (7), Bihar
(5), four each in Assam
and West Bengal, and all
two in Goa.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took an
aggressive Hindutwa pos-
ture during the third
phase, accusing the
INDIA bloc of plotting to
conduct a survey of the
assets of the people and
hand them over to the
minorities, especially the
Muslims. He also alleged

!

Jailed Del

fhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s wife Sunita '
Kejriwal during a roadshow in support of party’s candi-

date from South Delhi Sahi Ram Pehalwan for Lok

Sabha polls in Delhi on Sunday.

that . the  Opposition
alliance was planning to
cut down on the reserva-
tion in jobs and admis-
sions in educational insti-
tutions for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward
Classes ‘and hand them
over to the Muslims.

The INDIA bloc, especial-
ly the Congress, hit back
saying the NDA was plan-
ning to amend %e
Constitution and end the
reservation:  * Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has
been on record saying the
INDIA bloe will do away

—PTI

- P >

with the cap of 50 per cent
in reservations if it came
to power at the centre.
Alliance - leaders
Samajwadi party’s
Akhilesh Yadav and RJD’s
Tejashwi Yadav focused on
the worsening unemploy-
ment scene in the country.

The NDA received a set-
back with the alleged
videos of sexual harass-
ment of women by its can-
didate Prajwal Revanna im
Hassan started spreading
in the state, hitting its
prospects in the remain-
ing 14 seats which will go
to polls on May 7.
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