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CONCERNED': SC SEEKS'EC
REPLY ON VOTER LIMIT

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The Supreme ACourt on Monday sought a res i
upr 1 M ugh ponse from the Election
i%%msigg on a public ull;terestg litigation challenging its decision to
the maximum number of voters per polling stati
I,go%, say}xlng it is “concerned”. I-.’ ; 1 Sadid ol
bench comprising Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar asked poll panel’s counsel Maninder Singh to file a short affi-
davit explaining the rationale behind the decision.

The apex court said, “Senior advocate Maninder Singh, appearing for the
Electlon Commission, says on instruction that they will explain the position
wl\; ;vk:;y’ ,of a short affidavit. Let the affidavit be filed within a period of three

The bench said it was “concerned” and no voter should be excluded

The EC said political parties are consulted in every consti ot
total number of voters is raised per EVM. Iy O NGt

The counsel said voters are always permitted to cast thei
beyond the prescribed time. ¥ L e
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Can EC be powerless
to disqualify a foreigner
oetting elected, asks SC

and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan im- |

phananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Is the Election
Commission powerless {0 dis-
qualify a foreign national, who
has got elected as a gram pan-
chayat Mukhiya, despite un-
impeachable evidence about
hisnationality?

This question of law was
raised by Bihar state election
commission befor the SC on
Monday A Nepalese citizen
had written to the Nepal govt
to cancel his citizenship. But
prior to its cancellation, he
contested and won the ‘Mukhi-
ya’ election in a Bihar gram
panchayat. Pama HC over-
turned the SEC’s decision to
disqualify him saying it was
the Union govt which alone
can decide citizenship and na-
tionality of aperson.

The SEC challenged the
HC order before the SC and a
bench of Justices Surya Kant

pleaded Union of India as a
party and sought ifs response
byDecQ.TheHChadruledthat
SEC did not have the power to
decidethedisqualification of &
candidate either before or af-
ter the elections, excluding an
election dispute.

As per the SEC appeal, one
Biltu Ray aka BilatRayakaBi-
lat Prasad Yadav was a citizen
of Nepal in 200607 and held a
valid Indian passportfrom Oct
95,1996, till Oct 24, 2006. He nev-
er applied for renewal of the
passport after its expiry In
March 2016, he filed anapplica-
+ion with Nepalese authorities
seaking to relinguish his Ne-
palese citizenship.

Tn Oct 2021, he filed his
nomination for the post of
Mukhiya of Bhaluaha gram
panchayat without disclosing
that heis a citizen of Nepal. In
Dec 2021, he was elected as
Mukhiya.
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Can an EVM record 1,500 votes
in a booth, apex court asks EC

Number Of Voters Per _uo____a Booth Increased To 1,500 In 2019

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Electronic voting [§
machines, despite repeated |

clean chits, continue to face
scrutiny

Supreme Court on Monday
sought Election Commission’s

response toa PIL whichappre- |
hended that many wouldbede- &

nied voting rights as “an EVM
can register a maximum of 660
votes per day” even though the
number of voters perbooth has
increased from 1,000 to 1,500.

The petitioner had arrived
at the ‘660" number based on his
calculation that a voter would
take at least a minute to cast
her ballot and voting was typi-
cally held for 11 hours on the
scheduled day.

A bench of Chief Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar asked senior ad-
vocate Maninder Singh, who
appeared for EC, to file an affi-

e ~ E_.o._ only 660 electors can cast

4 their vote in an EVM within the
E& scheduled 11-hour period, fixing
=— 1,500 voters per booth would
result in many people not being
able to cast their vote, the
petitioner claimed

davit explaining how the com-
mission viewed the issues
raised by petitioner Indu Pra-
kash Singh. It posted thematter
for further hearing on Jan 27.
Maninder Singh said be-
foreconductinganelection, EC
consults every political party
and polls have been conducted
smoothly without a single vot-
er complaining that she was
notableto vote. He said the effi-
ciency of EVMSs have been re-
peatedly questioned before the
SC, which each time, after ade-
tailed wverification, has ap-
proved the machines. But the

benchsaid, “Thereissome con-
fusion because of your 2019 cir-
cular increasing the voters per
booth from 1,000 to 1,500.”

The petitioner said voting
took place on thescheduled day
for 11 hours and claimed that
even if “the election officials
inside a booth are super effi-
cient”, a voter would still take
one minute to get his/her iden-
tity checked, mark name in the
electoral roll, apply indelible
ink onfinger; cast vote and veri-
fy VVPAT.

Thus, a total of 660 voters

~can cast their vote in the 11-

hour scheduled voting time, he
said. The petition said the cap
on voters per booth wasrevised
upwards from 1,000 to 1,500. ‘As
of the 2019 general elections,
theaverage number of electors
per polling station was record-
ed at877, adecrease from 898 in
2014. Given thisdata, it is essen-
tial toreconsider and lower the
upperlimit of 1,500 electors per
polling booth back to1,000,” the
petitionersaid.

“By increasing this limit,
the EC has compromised the
operational efficiency of poll-
ing stations, potentially lead-
ing to longer waiting times,
overcrowding, and voter fa-
tigue,” headded.

‘When only 660 electors can
casttheir vote in an EVM with-
in the scheduled 11-hour peri-
od, fixing 1,500 voters per booth
would result in many people
not beingable to cast theirvote,
leading to - disenfranchise-
ment, heclaimed.
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SC seeks EC
stand over
increased poli
hooth capacity

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday sought the
Election Commission’s
response on a PIL challeng-
ing its decision to inerease
the maximum number of
voters from 1,200 to 1,500 at
every polling station, saying
no elector should be
excinded.

While asking the poll panel o
clarify its stand, a bench
comprising Chisf Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar said, “We arecon-
cerned. No voter should be
axcluded.” :

The bench therefore directed
senior advocate Maninder
Singh, representing the poll
panel, to file a short affidavit
sxplaining the rationale behind
the decision to increase the
number of voters per polling
station.

Singh said the bench knew
about the consistent aliegations
on EVMs, adding, “They will
keep on coming. The polling
has been happening like this
since 2019 and political parties
are being consulted before this
in every constituency.”

The senior lawyer said
polling stations could have
‘multiple polling booths and
political parties were consulied
in each constituency when the
total number of voters was
raised per EVM.

Singh further said voters
were always permifted to cast
their votes, aven beyond the
prescribed time.

The bench, which will hear
the matter on January 27, 2025,
asked the EC to provide a copy
of its affidavit to the petitioner
before the next date of hearing.

The PIL, filed by Indu
Prakash Singh, challenged two
communications issued by the
EC in August, increasing the
number of voiers per polling
station in each constituency.
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 paGaiTm amd@ssrangigud Vv
@IT AT T 61T 6T 60T U0 660 6L

o witHwims TSl S5 aipshs,
Gairse) sillayer LGe) yaféa sl CarrL{ 2 So7e)

L0l _eved, 19 &.3-
@i Lrsmeiy@si sTeimLeUT FLTL GHTITLIG-6) QT GlLimg)
BV LOGY) SIS GIEFUIS|eTeTTIT.
9Blev 3jauil FnpUNBLILISTEUS ) -

FLp5 YF@ LTS Caised sfaper 2 IHldeanaser
GQlauaflufL_L_gj. 2yeupplsv, Br® (ppaisit @adla s CISTE
Suilauth @eGlauT® auTdHGFFTANGIID HBSILF QT
STE TG eTevwewflsens 1,200-60 @)(hhal 1500 245 2T SSLI
LRISTS Fnpiiil_ 5 @b

oTlhs LjeiTarlafeur misan L @)eVaVITLOGY, SeiTerllFenFLITS (€=
(prgeneu Gsiged Hilaust sTHSSICTTSI.

GieUTm] DfQUIT FnliL{eiTemITIT.

5% gy, Semevento FRLIE F@sPe serarT, HUB) @b
&I GLomT YRAGUTH MBI ey (Lp&TL] alETr
TG UBEHS].2LIBLITS BRI, “ (5 T HGFFTAILY.
U6 eurT S ik Gl GTTLY ULl GUIT S TEIT TSRO 6T63sT 6nif SHem S6nILI
2 WITSH GYBLILISGI Saiane 2JefSEDS. TS aITSSTeT(BL
arasaNss oo QUL ® el _smi Tgl" eTep
g flentir. 2HDE Csirsew slayer FTTLD JrTer (PSS
SE LoaflbST FIm dnDILISTEIS) -

ITEGLILB GHTLb (pig 55 LIDE o auflenaulleh Fip@tLd
UTESHTETITSHET U &56S% 2 eILOT e ILIGSDITITEGT. QUITE
FTOTIGT cTanTeTlGen s | BERSSLILIGLEUTS), GesGlauT (b
GareHuies rFisd s Rsen T YBwTFemer bLS
SLILRENG].

@)areummi oyeurt Sflsrir.

2YFDG BHUBFET, “QUTSETETTSHET 61T el Sl
> WITSBIISHHTET STTERTRIGDET flonTdE, H(mésLome Lir
omenT LUSSTHang 3 aurrisensgar 5w sllayer S
560 Qi GauetTBILD. HS6T BFHEEV LOISTT(HEE 2| orfdis
Gausir@ib” sTeinm) 2 sarail e, afllFmmenemrenwt gevreurfl
27-15 Ga) QBTL_RIGLD UTTHGIFES PSBNUSFETIT.




