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Beyond EVMs, CWC meet
focuses on factionalism;
Rahul urges Kharge to act

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Friday meet of the
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) may have fo-
cused on the electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
and the electoral process
but party chief Mallikarj
Kharge bluntly put forth
the issue of organisational
weakness and factionalism
affecting the party. :

After Mr. Kharge men-
tioned how factionalism
and the lack of unity was
harming the party’s pros-
pects, Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi is said to have
urged him to crack the
whip.

In his openmg rematks
Mr. Kharge had said, “How
can we defeat our rivals if
we don’t fight the elections
unitedly and stop making
statements against each
other?”

Mr. Kharge also urged
party colleagues to focus
on  “micro-communica-
tion” and learn lessons
from the recent results to

Mallikarjun Kharge

evolve a strategy on effec-
tively countering “propa-
ganda and misinforma-
tion” by rivals.

“How long can you fight
State elections, relying on
national issues and nation-
al leaders,” he asked.

‘The more than four-

“hour- -long CWC meet also

focused on the organisa-
tional weaknesses and the
need to strengthen it at the
boothlevel.

Several leaders ta]ked
about the organisational
shortcomings in Haryana
and Maharashtra, where
the party had lost the
elections.

Senior leader Mohan
Prakash pointed out that

the party fought the Harya-
na elections without a
proper organisational fra-
mework and even now, it
has not been streng-
thened. The party is yet to
appoint a Leader of the Op-
position in ‘the Haryana
Assembly.

Senior leaders Pallam
Raju and Harish Rawat
were also among leaders
who spoke about revamp-
ing the organisation from
the grassroots level.

“The Congress Working
Committee expresses its
hope and confidence that
the Congress president will
complete the detailed
State-wise reviews soon
and take the necessary fol-
low-up action. These mat-
ters need urgent attention
both at the AICC level as
well in all States,” the cwc
resolution read. :

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the CWC meet
on Friday, K.C. Venugopal,
party general secretary (or-
ganisation), said, “Whatev-
er things we have not done
so far, we are going to ex-
pedite all these decisions.”



SC has endorsed

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Bharatiya Janata
TParty on Saturday
slammed the Con-
gress for questioning the
electoral Process, sayingits
Chief Ministers and other
elected  representatives,
such as Rahul Gandhi,
should resign and declare
that they would contest
elections only after ballot
DPapers are reintroduced.
“You want elections on
ballot papers. First of all,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, Revanth Red-
dy and Siddaramaiah
should resign. They should
say they were elected
through EVMs, which is
full of scandals, and that
they will not take part in
the electoral process till
the ballot papers are intro-
duced,” BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said.
He said such a stand
would underscore the Con-
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BJP dares Cong, leaders
to resign over EVM row

of electoral process on
on Bangladesh issue, Bhatia says it is India’s duty to raise its

leaders Qirehdi'a" Sachdeva and Gaurav

Bhatia at a press conferéﬁ@ein'Ngw Delhi on Saturday.pri

gress’s trust in the issues
raised by its leaders, ad-
ding the allegations would
otherwise
words”. :

Mr. Bhatia said the Su-
preme Court had on multi-
ple occasions endorsed the
transparency of the electo-
ral process and the integri-
ty of electoral voting ma-
chines (EVMs). He said the
voter verifiable paper audit
trail (VVPAT) had a 100%
record in matching the
votes cast on EVMs.

The BJP leader said it

be “empty

was ironic that Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
questioned EVMs on a day
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
took oath as a Lok Sabha
member.

‘Strong voice’

Speaking on the targeting
of Hindu minorities in Ban-
gladesh, the BJP spokes-
person reiterated the stand
of the Indian government,
that of protecting the
rights of minorities, and
expressed confidence that
India’s “strong voice” coud

voice when minorities are harassed

not be ignored. Mr. Bhatia
said that as the world’s lar-
gest democracy, itis India’s
duty to raise its voice when
minorities are harassed
anywhere.

On the Sambhal vio-
lence, he accused Samaj-
wadi Party leader and
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav of
acting as a “shield” for rio-
ters, and alleged that the
party’s members, includ-
ing MPs, were involved in
instigating violence rather
than showing commitment
to the restoration of peace.

Targeting the SP, Mr.
Bhatia alleged that riots
frequently broke out in Ut-
tar Pradesh when the party
ruled the State.

The BJP’s reaction came
after Mr. Yadav accused the
ruling party in Uttar Pra-
desh of orchestrating vio-
lence in Sambhal where
protesters opposing a
court-ordered survey of a
mosque clashed with the
police last Sunday.
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TNCC raises suspicions about
EVM tampering in Maharashtra

Tamil Nadu Congress Committee (TNCC)
president K. Selvaperunthagai on Saturday raised
cions about possible EVM tampering
il
recent inerview of economist Pargkals
Prabhakar, who had said that there were
unanswered questions about the sudden increase
1n voting percentage in the State after 5.30 p.m.
Mr. Selvaperunthagai also said the BJP-led -

Central government collected a total of 236 lakh

crore from people through additional taxes and
cesses on petrolenm products.
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MVA backs activist protesting

Maha elections ‘irregularities’
Disbelieving tampering in EVMs was my mistake: Pawar

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBAI, NOV. 30

The "MVA leaders on
Saturday met and
declared support to 95-
year-old social activist Dr
Baba - Adhav, who is
protesting against the
alleged irregularities in
the Maharashtra
Assembly election includ-
ing EVMs.

ing ;
"NCP founder Sharad
Pawar, after meeting Mr
Adhay, claimed that earli-
er he used to disbelieve
claims of EVM tamper-
ing, but it was his mis-
take. He also alleged mis-

# MR THACKERAY, who
met Mr Adhav separately,
said that even the ruling
party leader came to
meet the activist, which
indicates that the ruling
and the Oppo-sition par-
ties did not believe the
state elections resuilts -
use of power and money
in the Assembly elections.
State Congress chief
Nana Patole also spoke to
Mr Adhav over the phone.
He alleged that the
Congress is not blaming
the EVMs, but gquestion-
ing the fairness of the

Election Commission.
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray along

- with his son Aaditya and

Sanjay Raut also met the
social. activist. After the
loss in the Assembly elec-
tion, MVA pariners have
alleged that tampering of
EVMSs was one of the rea-
sons for their defeat.

After meeting the social
activist, Mr Pawar said
that the figures of final
voters turnout gave a
shock to the MVA.

“Some people had given
a presentation in .connec-
tion with the discrepan-
cies in the EVMs.” -

Al
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EC agrees to review Cong.
concerns on Assembly
election in Maharashtra

The‘Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday said that
a transparent process had
been followed in the Maha-
rashtra Assembly election,
even as it assured the Con-
gress of a review of all legi-
timate concerns of the par-
ty, and invited it for a
meeting on December 3.

On Friday, the Congress
had raised “serious and
grave  inconsistencies”,
which it said were being re-
vealed in the data related
to the polling and counting
processes for the recently
concluded election.

The Congress’s chief al-
legations pertained to “ar-
bitrary deletion of voters
and subsequent addition
of over 10,000 voters in
each constituency” and an
“inexplicable increase in
voting percentages from 5
p.m. to the final voter per-
centage declared by the EC
at 11.30 p.m. on the day of
polling”.

In an “urgent memoran-
dum” to the EC, the party
had also urged the election
body to grant an “urgent
in-person hearing” to raise
all its issues in detail.

In an interim response

The Congress h

ad urged the election body to grant an “urgent

in-person hearing” to raise allits issues in detail. P11

their agents at every stage.
It also assured the party of
further review of all its leg-
itimate concerns.
Regarding the voter tur-
nout data issue raised by
the party, the EC said that

The gap in the 5 p.m.
polling data and the final
voter turnout was due to
procedural priorities as
presiding officers perform
multiple statutory dutes
near the closé of the poll

to the complaint, the poll  there had been no discre-  before updating voter tur-
body reiterated that a tran-  pancy in the data, whichis  nout data, it said.
sparent process had been  available with all candi-
followed with the involve-  dates polling station-wise, . CONTINUED ON
ment of candidates and and is verifiable. » PAGE 15
EC agreestoreview
Cong. concerns on polls

As an additional disclosure measure, the commis-
sion’s press note at around 11.45 p.m. was intro-
duced during the Lok Sabha election earlier this
vear, and had been followed in all subsequent As-
sembly elections, it added.
The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), consisting of the

Congress, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thacke-

ray), and Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pa-
war), lost the Maharashtra election to the BjP-led
Mahayuti alliance. The Congress managed to win
16 seats, while the Sena (UBT) bagged 20 seats,
and the NCP(SP) won 10 seats.
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Maha poll pi‘ocess transparent;
will address Cong’s concerns: EC

NEW DELHi: The Election
Commission on Saturday
asserted that all poll proce-
dures it followed in Maharash-
tra were fransparent and
assured that it would review
all legitimate concerns flagged
by the Congress, which alleged
serious inconsistencies.

In its interim response to the par-
ty, the poll authority invited a
Congress delegation on December
3 to discuss concerns expressed
by it.

The Congress on Friday raised
with the Election Commission
“serious and grave inconsisten-
cies” which it said were being re-
vealed in the data relating to the
polling and counting processes
for the recently-concluded Mahar-
ashtra Assembly polls and sought
an in-person hearing to present
relevant evidence.

In the response, the EC reiter-
ated that the process was trans-
parent with the inveolvement of
candidates or their agents at
every stage.

The commission also assured of

a review of the Congress' legiti-
mate concerns and a writfen re-
sponse after hearing the party's
delegation in person.
" It asserted that a fransparent
electoral roll updation process
was undertaken with the involve-
ment of all political parties.

Responding to the issue regard-
ing the voter turnout data, the EC
asserted that there was no dis-
crepancy in it and the data was
available with all candidates poll-
ing station-wise and is verifiable.

The gap in the 5 pm polling data
and the final voter furnout was
due to procedural priorities, as
presiding officers perform multi-
ple statutory duties near the close
of polling before updating the vot-
er furnout data.

As an additional disclosure
measure, an EC press note at
around 11:45 pm was introduced
during the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion and followed subsequently
during all assembly polls thereaf-
ter, the poll body told the Con-
gress.

BJP dares Congress
leaders to resign

on EVM issue

NEW DELL The BJP on Saturday hit
back at the Congress for questioning
the electoral process, including EVM's
integrity, saying its chief ministers and
other elected representatives like
Rahul Gandhi should first resign and
announce that they will contest only
after ballot papers are brought back.
Such a stand will underscore their
trust in the issues being raised by ‘
them, BJP spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
told reporters, adding that their
allegations will otherwise be nothing
but empty words. The Congress should
move the courts over the issue tog, he
said, while stressing that the Supreme
Court has quite a few times endorsed
the transparency of the electoral
process and the integrity of Electoral
Voting Machines. Congress chief
ministers, Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra should resign as they
were elected through the same
electoral process the opposition party
is questioning, Bhatia said.
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EC to meet Cong team, hear
out poll process coplamts

‘Electoral Roll

Updation Is A

Transparent
Process’

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Commis-
sion, in itsinterim response on
Saturday to concernsraised by
Congress regarding “arbi-
trarydeletionand additions of
voters” and increase in voting
percentages between 5pm and
11.30pm on pollingday in there-
cent Maharashira and Jhark-
hand elections, reiterated that
electoral roll updation is a
transparent process conduct-
ed with the involvement of all

While ruling out any dis-
crepancy in turnout data, EC
clarified — just as it had when
similar doubts were raised by
Congress during the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections —that the gap

SHW OF S'I‘l!ﬂim Congress geneual secretary and Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra greets supporters during a meating on her first
visit as a Member of Parliament, at Edavanna, Wayanad on Saturday

in the 5pm data and the final
voter turnout was on account
of procedural priorities, as
presiding officers perform
statutory duties near the close
of polling before updating vot-
erturnoutdata. ECunderlined
in the letter sent to Congress's

gettheissuesregarding thead-
difion and deletion of voters
examined. It notonlyagreed to
convey itsdetailed and final re-
ply to the issues raised butalso
granted an in-person hearing
to the party delegation at 5pm
on Dec 3. EC sources said the
commission has agreed to
meet a Congress delegation as
it would like to hear what the
party has to say on the con-

Times Mews NETWORK

New Delhi: The BJP on Sat-
urday hit back at the Con-
gress for questioning the
electoral process, including
EVM's integrity, saying its
chief ministers and other
elected representatives like
Rahul Gandhishould firstre-
sign and announce that they
will contest only after ballot
papersare brought back.
Such a stand will under-
score their trust in the issues
being raised by them, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
told reporters, adding that
their allegations will other-
wise be nothing but empty

Gandhi Vadra should resign
as they were elected through
the same electoral process
the oppositian party is ques-
tioning, Bhatiasaid.
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EC invites Cong
for poll review

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI. NOV. 30

The Election Commission
has invited a Congress del-
egation on Tuesday even-
ing for a review of the issu-
es raised by it with regard
to the recently concluded
Maharashtra Assembly el-

ections. The Congress has*

raised two issues mainly
— one, pertaining to the
electoral roll revision and
the other with regard to
the polling percentage.
The Congress, in its com-
plaint to the EC on Friday,
mentioned the “perceived
arbitrary deletion of vot-
ers and subsequent addi-
tions” and the “inexplica-
ble increase in voting per-
centages from 5 pm to the
final voting percentage”
declared by the poll body
at 11.30 pm on the day of
polling as “inconsistent”.
The EC, in its response,

- said roll revision is a con-

tinuous exercise. The vo-
ter list is prepared and fi-
nalised with close involve-
ment of all political parties

MVA LEADERS
BACK ACTIVIST
AGAINST EVMS

SONU SHRIVASTAVA [DC
MUMBAI, NOV. 30

The Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) leaders on
Saturday met and declared
support to 95-year-old
social activist Baba Adhav,
who is protesting against
the alleged irregularities in

. the Maharashtra Assembly
EVMs.

election including

NCP founder Sharad Pa-
war, after meeting Mr. Ad-
hav, claimed that earlier he
used to dishelieve claims of
EVM tampering, but it was
his mistake. He also alleged
misuse of power and money
in the Assembly elections.
State Congress chief Nana
Patole also spoke fo Mr.
Adhav over the phone.

at every stage. However,
the commission will still
get the issue examined.
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‘Congress to launch national movement
against comprormsed eleoral process’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: congre.ss will launch a na-
tional movement against the ‘compro-
mised electoral process' thatincludesthe
EVMs, as the party’s working committee
on Friday blamed the institutional bias

subject in detail and argued that a
uclﬁnsehthepuﬂmmwasnmm

Kharge and others attend the Congress
Working Commlttee (CWC) meeting at AlCC
headquarters on Friday L

Sétmsaﬂﬁi’m%awuphcﬁom

urging cautiononattacking EVMs, evenas
theyagreed on the issue of biasin the EC.

“The CWC believes the integrityof the
entire electoral process is being severely
compromised. Free and fair elections is a
Constitutional mandate that is being
called intoseriousquestion by the partisan

~ functioning of the Election Commission.

Increasing sections of society are becom-
ing frustrated and deeply apprehensive.

formance in a tough situation, the CWC
urged the workers to not panic and wrged
them to work with unity
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A long road from beneficiaries to candidates

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Women  voters  have
emerged as a key bloc in
the Assembly elections in
States such as Bihar, Karna-
taka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Jhark-
hand. Many direct benefit
translfer schemes specifi-
cally targeted at them have
created a vote category of
women beneficiaries over
and above caste and com-
munity considerations.

But with few women
candidates contesting
these elections and even
fewer emerging victorious,
are women meant to be
just beneficiaries and not
representatives?

In Madhya Pradesh, the
BJP is said to have won the
2023 election due to the
Ladli Behena income sup-
port scheme. However, the

Fixing gender gaps: Women showing thelr ink-marked fingers after

casting their votes in Maharashtra Assembly elections. ANI

number of women MLAs
went down from 30 out of
230 seats in 2013 to 27. In
Maharashtra, despite the
Laadki Bahin scheme be-
ing a talking point during
the campaign, the number
of women MLAs saw a de-
cline from 24 in 2019 to 21.
Clearly, women as a voting
category are on a high, but
that has not translated to
getting a seat at the deci-
sion-making table.

Political scientists and
politicians, however, are
finding hope in the Wo-
men’s Reservation Act,
2023. According to politi-
cal scientist Ashwani Ku-
mar, whose forthcoming
book Last Mile Welfare in
India tackles just such a
subject, the rise of women
as beneficiaries and a cate-
gory of voter that sub-
sumes other categories,
only means “from a stan-

dard economic perspec-
tive, we can’t predict wo-
men empowerment and
representation in India”.

“Unlike Mandal reserva-
tions and the BJP’s non-Ya-
dav OBC (Other Backward
Classes) politics or Mandal
2.0, representation of wo-
men is being negotiated
through universal and sec-
ular maternal welfare be-
nefits. Thus, once the Wo-
men’s Reservation Act,
2023 mandating 33% reser-
vation for women in the
Lok Sabha and Assemblies
is implemented, I expect a
kind of Keynesian social
multiplier effects of mater-
nal social welfare in India
in terms of women's repre-
sentation,” he said.

Vinay Sahasrabuddhe,
BJP leader and former Ra-
jya Sabha member, is of the
view that direct benefit
transfers to women are not
“entitlements” but “empo-
werment”, and that “asser-
tions will rise because of it,

women will seek greater
participation on the back
of this empowerment”.

He added that the Wo-
men’s Reservation Act
would help bridge the gap
between women as having
represented citizenship as
a vote category to becom-
ing representatives in
Houses of Legislature,

For all this, however, ca-
pacity building within par-
ties for women politicians
is required, as is a decision
from the top on giving tick-
et to contest as well,
which, in a highly compet-
itive environment such as
electoral politics, is a tough
proposition.

Mr. Sahasrabuddhe has
termed reservations for
women in electoral bodies
“State-sponsored  femi-
nism”, but the prescription
for flooding our legisla-
tures with women requires
just that - for women to go
from beneficiaries of State
benefits to lawmakers.
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Beyond EVMs, CWC meet
focuses on factionalism;
Rahul urges Kharge to act

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Friday meet of the
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) may have fo-
cused on the electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
and the electoral process
but party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge bluntly put forth
the issue of organisational
weakness and factionalism
affecting the party.

After Mr. Kharge men-
tioned how factionalism
and the lack of unity was
harming the party’s pros-
pects, Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi is said to have
urged him to crack the
whip.

In his opening remarks,
Mr. Kharge had said, “How
can we defeat our rivals if
we don’t fight the elections
unitedly and stop making
statements against each
other?”

Mr. Kharge also urged
party colleagues to focus
on  “micro-communica-
tion” and learn lessons
from the recent results to

Mallikarjun Kharge

evolve a strategy on effec-
tively countering “propa-
ganda and misinforma-

State elections, relying on
national issues and nation-
al leaders,” he asked.

The more than four-
hour-long CWC meet also
focused on the organisa-
tional weaknesses and the
need to strengthen it at the
booth level.

Several leaders talked
about the organisational

the party had lost the
elections.

Senior leader Mohan
Prakash pointed out that

the party fought the Harya-
na elections without a
proper organisational fra-
mework and even now, it
has not been streng-
thened. The party is yet to
appointa Leader of the Op-
position in ‘the Haryana

Raju -and Harish Rawat
were also among leaders
who spoke about revamp-
ing the organisation from
the grassroots level.

“The Congress Working
Committee expresses its
hope and confidence that
the Congress president will
complete the detailed
State-wise reviews soon
and take the necessary fol-
low-up action. These mat-
ters need urgent attention
both at the AICC level as
well in all States,” the CWC
resolution read.

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the CWC meet

er things we have not done
so far, we are going to ex-
pedite all these decisions.”



BJP dares Cong. leaders
to resign over EVM row

SChas endorsed transparency of electoral

on Bangladesh issue, Bhatia says it is India’s duty to raise its

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

he Bharatiya Janata
TParty on Saturday
slammed the Con-
gress for questioning the
electoral process, saying its
Chief Ministers and other
elected representatives,
such as Rahul Gandhi,
should resign and declare
that they would contest
elections only after ballot
papers are reintroduced.
“You want elections on
ballot papers. First of all,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, Revanth Red-
dy and Siddaramaiah
should resign. They should
say they were elected
through EVMs, which is
full of scandals, and that
they will not take part in
the electoral process till
the ballot papers are intro-
duced,” BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said,
He said such a stand
would underscore the Con-

Throwing a challenge: BJP leaders Virendra Sachdeva and Gauray

on occasions,

Bhatia at a press conference in New Delhi on Saturday. p1i

gress’s trust in the issues
raised by its leaders, ad-
ding the allegations would
otherwise be “empty
words”.

Mr. Bhatia said the Su-
preme Court had on multi-
ple occasions endorsed the
transparency of the electo-
ral process and the integri-
ty of electoral voting ma-
chines (EVMs). He said the
voter verifiable paper audit
trail (VVPAT) had a 100%
record in matching the
votes cast on EVMs.

The BJP leader said it

Was ironic that Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
questioned EVMs on a day
Priyvanka Gandhi Vadra
took oath as a Lok Sabha
member.

‘Strong voice’

Speaking on the targeting
of Hindu minorities in Ban-
gladesh, the BJP spokes-
person reiterated the stand
of the Indian government,
that of protecting the
rights of minorities, and
expressed confidence that
India’s “strong voice” coud

ok I

voice when minorities are harassed

not be ignored. Mr. Bhatia
said that as the world’s lar-
gest democracy, it is India’s
duty to raise its voice when

On the Sambhal vio-
lence, he accused Samaj-
wadi Party leader and
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav of
acting as a “shield” for rio-
ters, and alleged that the
party’s members, includ-
ing MPs, were involved in
instigating violence rather
than showing commitment
to the restoration of peace.

Targeting the SP, Mr.
Bhatia alleged that riots
frequently broke out in Ut-
tar Pradesh when the party
ruled the State.

The BJP’s reaction came
after Mr. Yadavaccused the
ruling party in Uttar Pra-
desh of orchestrating vio-
lence in Sambhal where
protesters opposing a
court-ordered survey of a
mosque clashed with the
police last Sunday.



TNCC raises suspicions about

EVM tampering in Maharashtra

Tamil Nadu Congress Committee (TNCC)
president K. Selvaperunthagai on Saturday raised
suspicions about possible EVM tampering
ﬁmhﬂdﬁmnge‘:ﬁmm Maharashtra.
recent interview of economist Pmﬁguoteda
Prabhakar, who had said that there were
unanswered questions about the sudden increase
In voting percentage in the State after 5.30 p.m.
Mr. Selvaperunthagai also said the BJP-led -
Central government collected a total of 736 Jakh
crore from people through additional taxes and
cesses on petroleum products.
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MVA backs activist protesting
Maha elections ‘irregularities’
Disbelieving tampering in EVMs was nty mistake: Pawar

SONU SHRIVASTAVA Election Commission.
MUMBAI, NOV. 30 * MR THACKERAY, who Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
m?t Mr Adhav Sepamely, Uddhav Thackeray along
The "MVA Ileaders on Said thateventhe ruling  with his son Aaditya and
Saturday met and party leader came to Sanjay Raut also met the

declared support to 95-
year-old social activist Dr
Baba Adhav, who is
protesting against the
alleged irregularities in
the Maharashtra
Assembly election includ-
ing EVMSs.
"NCP founder Sharad
Pawar, after meeting Mr
Adhav, claimed that earli-
er he used to disbelieve
claims of EVM tamper-
ing, but it was his mis-
take. He also alleged mis-

meet the activist, which
indicates that the ruling
and the Oppo-sition par-
ties did not believe the
state elections results

use of power and money
in the Assembly elections.

State Congress chiefl
Nana Patole also spoke to
Mr Adhav over the phone.
He alleged that the
Congress is not blaming
the EVMs, but question-
ing the fairness of the

social. activist. After the
loss in the Assembly elec-
tion, MVA partners have
alleged that tampering of
EVMs was one of the rea-
sons for their defeat.

After meeting the social
activist, Mr Pawar said
that the figures of final
voters turnout gave a
shock to the MVA.

“Some people had given
a presentation in .connec-
tion with the discrepan-
cies in the EVMSs.”
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EC agrees to review Cong.
concerns on Assembly
election in Maharashtra

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday said that
a transparent process had
been followed in the Maha-
rashtra Assembly election,
even as it assured the Con-
gress of a review of all legi-
timate concerns of the par-
ty, and invited it for a
meeting on December 3.

On Friday, the Congress
had raised “serious and
grave  inconsistencies”,
which it said were being re-
vealed in the data related
to the polling and counting
processes for the recently
concluded election.

The Congress’s chief al-
legations pertained to “ar-
bitrary deletion of voters
and subsequent addition
of over 10,000 voters in
each constituency” and an
“inexplicable increase in
voting percentages from 5
p.m. to the final voter per-
centage declared by the EC
at 11.30 p.m. on the day of
polling”.

In an “urgent memoran-
dum” to the EC, the party
had also urged the election
body to grant an “urgent
in-person hearing” to raise
all its issues in detail.

In an interim response

The Cnngress had urged the election body to grant an “urgent
in-person hearing” to raise allits issues in detail. P11

their agents at every stage.
It also assured the party of
further review of all its leg-
itimate concerns.
Regarding the voter tur-
nout data issue raised by
the party, the EC said that

The gap in the 5 p.m.
polling data and the final
voter turnout was due to
procedural priorities as
presiding officers perform
multiple statutory duties
near the close of the poll

to the complaint, the poll  there had been no discre-  before updating voter tur-
body reiterated thata ran-  pancy in the data, whichis  nout data, it said.
sparent process had been  available with all candi-
followed with the involve-  dates polling station-wise,  CONTINUED ON
ment of candidates and andis verifiable. » PAGE 15
EC agrees to review
Cong. concerns on polls

As an additional disclosure measure, the commis-
sion’s press note at around 11.45 p.m. was intro-
duced during the Lok Sabha election earlier this
year, and had been followed in all subsequent As-
sembly elections, it added.

The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), consisting of the
Congress, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thacke-
ray), and Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pa-
war), lost the Maharashtra election to the BJP-led
Mahayuti alliance. The Congress managed to win
16 seats, while the Sena (UBT) bagged 20 seats,
and the NCP(SP) won 10 seats.
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