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Final phase of jl&K
election today; 415
candidates in fray

Voting to take place for 24 seats in Jammu region, 16 in Kashmir Valley;

People’s Conference chairman Sajjad Lone among prominent candidates

Press Trust of India
JAMMU

ver 20,000 polling
0 staff have been
mobilised across

seven districts of Jammu
and Kashmir on the eve of
the third and final phase of
Assembly elections, which
will decide the fate of 415
candidates, including two
former Deputy Chief Mi-
nisters Tara Chand and
Muzaffar Beig.

The highlight of the vot-
ing will be participation of
West Pakistani refugees,
Valmiki Samaj, and Gorkha
community members who
got the voting rights in As-
sembly, urban local bodies
and panchayat elections af-
ter the revocation of Arti-
cle 370. They had earlier
voted in block develop-
ment council and district

development council polls
in 2019 and 2020,
respectively.

Over 39.18 lakh voters
are eligible to exercise
their franchise at 5,060
polling stations in this
phase, covering 40 As-
sembly segments in Jam-
mu, Udhampur, Samba
and Kathua in the Jammu

Hectic preparations: Polling offi

cials leaving to their designated

polling stations from Jammu on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

region and Baramulla, Ban-
dipora and Kupwara in
north Kashmir, on Tues-
day. Twenty-four seats are
in the Jammu region and 16
in the Kashmir Valley.

Security arrangements
Additienal Director-Gener-
al of Police, Jammu zone,
Anand Jain, said adequate
security arrangements
have been put in place in
the poll-bound areas to en-
sure  “terror-free  and
peaceful” polling.

Amid tight security ar-
rangements, thousands of
election staff along with
poll material left their res-
pective district headquar-

ters on Monday morning to
take positions at their de-
signated polling stations.

This is the first Assemb-
ly election in Jammu and
Kashmir after the Centre
revoked its special status
under Article 370 in Au-
gust 2019. The results are
set to be announced on Oc-
tober 8.

Prominent among those
in the fray are People’s
Conference chairman Saj-
jad Lone and National
Panthers Party India presi-
dent Dev Singh. Mr. Lone is
fighting on two seats from
Kupwara and Mr. Singh is
contesting from Chenani
seat of Udhampur.

EC issues "
notice to J&K
Chief Secretary

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
has stalled the appoint-
ment of an Army officer as
SSP by the Jammu and
Kashmir  administration
and sought an explanation
from the Chief Secretary in
the matter citing the Model
Code of Conduct.

The Chief Secretary has
been instructed to submit
a compliance report by 11
a.m. on Tuesday.



No threat to the flag of

i i 1 (
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, SEPT. 30

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) would not in
any way interfere with the
Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhaga-
m, the new political party
launched by actor Vijay,
using its present flag as
requested by the Bahujan
Samaj Party that objected
to the flag having the
Images of two elephants as
the ‘elephant’ is the elec-
tion symbol of the all-India

- party for a long time.

In reply to a letter from

BSP national general secre- -
 tary Satish Chandra Misra,

the - ECI clarified: s

regards party flags the

Election Commission nei-
ther approves nor endorses
flags oIi; other emblems of
any political party’

If the party had a flag, it
was the responsibility of
the party to ensure that it
did not violated the provi-
sions of the Emblems and
Names (Prevention of

party from ECI

‘Improper Use) Act, 1950, or

the flag code of India or
any other relevant law
related to the subject and
the flag did not imitate in
any manner the flag of
another political party, the
communication said.

The twin elephants have
their forelimbs raised in
the red and yellow back-
ground of the flag, the BSP
tried to claim rights over
the image of the elephant.
But now it has been over-
ruled.



HC stays probe

against Nirmala
in poll bonds case

Vasantha.Kumar

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Union finance
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man received a legal boost
Monday in an electoral
bonds-linked extortion and
criminal conspiracy case
against her and others after
Karnataka high court or-
dered an interim stay on any
further investigation based
on an FIR registered in Ben.
galuru.

“Section 383 of IPC man-
dates thatany informant who
approaches the court or juris-
dictional police should have
been put through fear. It is
only then that extortion can
be prima facie established.
Criminal law can be set into
motion by any person...Who
is the complainant here be-
comes significant,” Justice M
Nagaprasanna said.

“In this case, permitting
further proceedings at least
untilthe objections have been
filed will become an abuse of
the process of law. Therefore,
further broceedings are
stayed until the next date.”
The order came on a petition

by Nalin Ku-
mar Kateel,
former Kar-
nataka BJP
president and
#8 Sitharaman’s

- co-accused in
the complaint filed by Adarsh
Rlyer,a Bengaluru-based RTI
activist.

Justice Nagaprasanna
noted that the complaint
against Kateel and Sithara-
man —the other respondents
include state BJP chief B Y
Vijayendra and the Enforce-
ment Directorate — came
from the co-president of Ja-
naadhikara Sangharsha Par-
ishath.

Senior advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
complainant, had argued that
ED “instilled fear in certain
companies to take out electo-
ral bonds as a quid pro quo
and Supreme Court left it
opento theaggrieved party to
take recourse to remedial
measuresavailable under the
law”.

Advocate K G Raghavan
represented the petitioner
The case is scheduled to be
nextheard on Oct 22,
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Hry can consider dera
chief’s parole plea: EC

Times NEws NETWORK

Chandigarh: Haryana govt
isatliberty to consider grant-
i rape-murder convict
W—m&ﬂm%ﬁm. Ram Rahim
Singh “emergency parole”
for another 20 days based on
the “correctness of the cir-
cumstances” cited in his Emmw
chief electoral officer Pankaj
Aggarwal said Monday, a day
after seeking to know what
“compelling” reasons existed
toreleasethe Dera Sacha Sau-
da chief.

Sources said thegovt cited
the death anniversary of the
dera chief’s father; a blood do-
nation camp and certain oth-
er activities at his ashram in
UP’s Barnawa as the reasons
for him seeking fresh parole
within a month of his previ-
ous 2l-day furlough ending.
Ram Rahim filed the plea Sat-
urday. “After receiving a re-

- ™ port from the
Haryana au-

TSNS | thorities, 1
pigl ™ B have recom-
@ mended that
| the jails de-

% - partment

may consider his request af-
ter imposition of conditions
for such release,” Aggarwal
told TOI.

Hehad soughtan explana-
tion as the model code of con-
duct remains in force for the
Oct5assembly election.

Thederaheadreturnedto
Rohtak’s Sunaria Jail, where
he is serving time for convic-
tions in rape and murder
cases, on Sept 2 after his fur-
lough.

The opposition suspects
Ram Rahim’s plea for emer-
gency parole is linked to the
assembly polls given his huge
following and perceived abili-

ty to influence the electorate.
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EC stalls appointment of SSP in J-K
citing model code of conduct

NEW DELH: Citing the Mode! Code of Conduct, the Election
Commission has put in abeyance the Jammu and Kashmir
administration’s order to appoint an Army colonel as

Senior Superintendent of Police {Training and Special Oper-

ations). In its order to the J-K chief secretary, the EC said
there is a ban on transfer of officers connected to elections
as the Model Code of Conduct is in force in the Union
Territory. Without going into the rationale, process and
urgency of posting of an Army officer as SSP in the civil
side during the period of the operation of MCC, the
commission directed that the appointment order be kept in
abeyance with immediate effect. If the order has already
been implemented, the status quo prior to its issuance
must be restored immediately, the EC said. The Jammu and
Kashmir chief secretary has been instructed to submita
compliance report by 11.00 am on Oct. 1, aiong witha
detailed explanation on the rationale for issuing the order
without obtalmng the required clearance from the EC.

TVK free to use elephant
symbol on flag, says ECI

Panel says not responsible for party ﬂags but only poll symbols

CHENNAL: The Election
Commission of India
(ECI) has refused to
restrain the recently
launched political party
Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam from using
the symbol ‘elephant’

in its flag.

Responding to the com-
plaint letter, written by Ba-
hujan Samaj Party nation-
al general secretary Satish
Chandra Misra to restrain
actor Vijay’'s Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam party
from using their reserved
symbol ‘elephant’, the Sec-
retariat of the Election
Commission of India clari-
fied that it neither ap-
proves nor endorses flags
or other emblems of any
political party. In a reply

Vijay with party flag (file photo)

letter, Manish Kumar, Un-
der’Secretary, Secretariat
of ECI said a temporary
symbol (from the symbol
list) will be allocated to
Tamilaga Vetiri Kazhagam
only when the party ap-
plies for a symbol after
its registration during the
relevant period preceding
an election.

“In the registration let-
ter issued to a political par-
ty Tamilaga Vetiri Kazhag-
am, is informed that the
ECI does not approve the
flag used by a political par-

ty, and if the party has a_

flag, it will be the responsi-
bility of the party to ensure
that the flag does not vio-
late the provisions of the

Emblems and Names (Pre-
vention of Improper Use)
Act, 1950 or the flag code of
India or any other relevant
law related to the subject
and that its flag does not
imitate in any manner the
flag of any other political
party,” the ECI said.

With this, actor Vijay's
TVK can continue. to use
its red, yellow, green and
blue flag which features
Vagai Malar in the middle
and two elephants on
either side without any
hindrance.

It may be noted that the
actor had launched his par-
ty Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-
am’s official flag and flag
anfhem on August 22 and
is all set to hold his first-ev-
er political conference in
Vikravandi on October 27.



