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A public interest litigation peti-
tion has been filed in the Ma-
dras High Court challenging a
1975 amendment to the Repre-
sentation of the People Act,
1951, whereby it was clarified
that no symbol allotted to a can-
didate by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) shall be con-
sidered to be a
religious/national symbol.

The PIL petition has been
listed for admission before the
first Division Bench of Acting
Chief Justice R. Mahadevan and
Justice Mohammed Shaffiq on
Monday. Advocate M.L. Ravi, of
the Desiya Makkal = Sakthi
Katchi, had challenged the con-
stitutional validity of a proviso
introduced in 1975 to Section
123(3) of the 1951 Act.

In his affidavit, the petitioner
stated that Section 123 lists brib-
ery, undue influence, and use
of religious/national symbols as
corrupt electoral practices that
could lead to the setting aside of
the election of a candidate. Ho-
wever, the proviso to the Sec-

The petitioner said the objective of the introduction of Section 123(3) in 1961
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was to curb communal and separatist tendencies among contestants in the

electoral field. FILE PHOTO

tion excludes the ECI-allotted
symbols from its ambit.

The petitioner said that the
proviso makes otiose the very
purpose of Section 123(3),
which declares as a corrupt
practice the use of religious/na-
tional symbols for the furthe-
rance of the prospects of a par-
ticular candidate or for
prejudicially affecting the elec-
tion of any other candidate.

He said that the objective of
the introduction of Section 123
(3) in 1961 was to curb commu-
nal and separatist tendencies

among contestants in the elec-
toral field, and to widen the
scope of the term, ‘corrupt
practice’, as it had been defined
in Section 123. However, it was
watered down in 1975, he said.
The Election Symbols (Reser-
vation and Allotment) Order,
1968, does not permit a political
party to propose a symbol that
has any religious/communal
connotation or depicts any bird
or animal. When such was the
case, how could there be an im-
munity for the symbols allotted
by the ECI, the litigant asked.
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Change Vikravandi
returning officer:
Anbumani to ECI
pMK president Anbumani
Ramadoss on Sunday
demanded,ma-ﬂectinn Com-
mission of India to change the
returning officer of vikravandi
bypoll. \n a statement, Anbu-
tmani said “Nine DMK ministers
and more than 80 MLAs are
camping in yikravandi for the.
bypoll. DMK men are supplying
liquor to voters,” Anbumani
_“The DMK cadres are
violating model code of con-
duct rules but the Villupuram
district officials and cops are
protecting them. When PMK
and AIADMK cadres ques-
tioned the DMK cadres, they
were attacked,” he alleged.
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Appoint non-IN cadre
IAS official as RO: PMK

Chennai, June 30: Pattali

Makkal Katchi on Sunday.

urged the Election Comm-
ission fo appoint an
officer from outside of
Tamil Nadu as the Retu-
rning Officer (RO) for the
July 10 bypoll to the
Vikravandi Assembly con-
stituency.

Alleging blatant viola-
tion of rules by the govern-
ing DMK and assault. on
PMK and AIADMK func-
tionaries by a ruling party
office-bearer, PMK chief
Anbumani Ramadoss
appealed to the poll body to
replace the incumbent RO,
M Chandrasekar (a state
government official) with
an IAS official belonging to
some other state to ensure,
'at least to some extent,

fair conduct of election.

Additionally; five
observers should be appo-
inted and action should be
taken on all the complaints
against those belonging to
the DMK for violation of
rules, Anbumani said in a
statement.

The PMK president
alleged that ‘thousands' of
DMK workers are camping
in Vikravandi, which
includes ministers and
over 80 MLAs who are
campaigning in the con-
stituency using ‘cars in
thousands, which is a vio-
1ation. Such cars should be
seized. However, rather
than doing 3
Villupuram district police
and officials are providing
protection. —PTI
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