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DhmakaranurgeSF&Cto

ensure secunty of EVMS

AMMK founder TTV. Dhinakaran on 'l‘uesday P
urged the Election Commission of India (EC) to
take precautionary measures to ensure the
safety of Electromg,Voﬁng Machines (EVMs). He
also sought an uninterrupted CCTV coverage of
strong rooms, where theé EVMs are stored till
counting day. Polling for the Lok Sabha election
took place in Tamil Nadu during the first phase
on April 19. The counting of votes is scheduled
to take place on June 4. In a social media post,
Mr. Dhinakaran referred to media reports about
the arrest of a former employee ofan .
engineering college in Theni district, where
EVMs had been kept. He also referred to the
interruption in the CCTV coverage of strong
rooms in Erode and the Nilgiris. The attempted
entry of an individual into the campus guarded
by Central and State police personnel, and
technical issues leading to the interruption of
CCTYV coverage had caused suspicion in the
minds of the people, Mr. Dhinakaran said.
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in Erode stron;

Problem Was
SolvedIn
Two Hours:
Collector

Tﬂss News Nmoux

Erode:Adaygﬁeroneofthe B

220 cameras at the
strong rooms at IRTT Engi-
neering College at Chithode
reported loss of video signal,
another CCTV camera. en-
countered a similar problem
there on Tuesday morning.

- Districtcollector and elec-
ti_on officer Raja Gopal Sun-
karasaid the wireconnecting
a CCTV camera to the moni-
tor was disconnected, dis-
. rupting live streaming. “The
¢ CCTV camera continued to

i record, while the live stream-
: ing was hit. The problem,

: which was reported around

i fJam, was resolved in two

CCTV camera malfunctlons

hours. Officials have briefed
political party agents about
thesituation.”
Meanwhile, T'T V Dhinak-
aran, general secretarx Am-
Munnetra
Katchi, called on tﬁeElmtion
Commission of Indiafo pri-
aritize security at the vote

counting centres until elec-

tionresults are declared.
Pointing to incidents in

which a former employee

tried to enter a counting cen-

,room again

Man tries to enter Theni
shongroom, arrested

Times News NETwork

ml Police arreated a man for trespassing into the Theni
FREmmavar Sangam College of Arts & Science in Koduvilar-
patti on Tuesday, where EVMs and control units have been

stored. Investigation revealed that the accused Rajesh Kannan
from Sippalakottai was a former staff in the college canteen

- and had gone to see one of hisold acquaintances on the college

premises. Kannan arrived at the gate on his two-wheeler and
_ claimed that he was a staff at the college canteen, Police de-
- tained him after discovering that the card he had produced for
entryhadexpired Kannan was also

Theni district collector R V Shajeevana, who was on patrol
there, arderedﬂmpolicetoa:rastKannan

The man -was produced before a court and remanded.
AIADME candidate N P Narayanasamy visited the strong
?om premises and inspected the place. He said that there was

ch insecurity. 3

tre at Kammavar Sangam
College of Engineering in
Theni and CCTV malfunc-
tions at strong rooms in the
Nilgiris and Erode parlia-
mentary constituencies, Dhi-
nakaran said, “The Election

Commission of India should
take steps to prevent techni-

cal glitches such as CCTV :
camera malfunctionsanden- :
hance security measures at :

vote counting centres across |
Tamil Nadu.” t
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ECreleases phase 1,2 turnout data,

MUKESH nmlu’@mmm

AFTER an 11-day delay since

the first phase of voting for the

2024 Lok Sabha elections, the

Election Commission of India
(ECI) finally released the offi-

cial overall turnout data for the

completed phases on Tuesday.
Accordinhgl tt% thig ECIL, hf.l;;;e voter
turnout in the first phase was_
recorded at66.14 p%;roen’c. while
in the second phase, it slightly
increased to 66.71 percent.

This turnout was observed'

across 102 parliamentary con-
stituencies (PCs) in the fifst
phase and 88 PCs in the second
phase. In comparison, the turn-
out in the first phase of the 2019
polls was 69.43 percent.

The official data indicates
that in the first phase, the voter
turnout was 66.22 percent for
males, 66.07 percent for females,
and 31.32 percent for third-gen-
der voters, resulting in an over-
all turnout of 66.14 percent.
Voting for this phase took
place on April 19. In the sec-
ond phase, which oc-
curred on April 26, the
turnout was 66.99
percent for males,
66.42 percent for fe-
males, and 23.86 per-
cent for third-gender

voters, with an overall turnout
of 66.71 percent. Bihar record-
ed the lowest voter turnoutof
49.26 percent in the first phase,
while Uttar Pradesh recorded

~the lowest turnout (55.19 per-

cent) in the second phase.
The EC highlighted that out
of the 21 states and union ter-
ritories that went to polls in the
first phase, 11 recorded a high-
er turnout of women voters,
including Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Jammu and Kashmir,
Lakshadweep, Manipur, Meg-
halaya, Nagaland, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand,
and West Benga]
In the second phase, where
13- states and UTs

e istered a higher wom-
en voter turnout, in-
l cluding Assam, Bihar,
Jammu and Kashmir,

pecope went to polls, six reg-”

ppn seeks explanatlon for delay .

Uttarakhand, Kerala, and West
Bengal. Explaining the delay in
announcing the official data on
voters’ turnout, ECI officials
clarified that it could only be
released after counting the
postal ballots and adding them
to the total EVM vote count.
“This includes postal ballots
given to service voters, absen-
tee voters, those above 85 years
of age, persons with disabili-
ties, those on essential services,
and voters on election duty,” a
senior ECI official said,
Congress general secretary
in-charge of Communications,
Jairam Ramesh, questioned
the delay in a post on X, stating,

. “For the first time, even 11 days

after the first phase of the polls
and four days after the second
phase, the final voter turnout
has not been published by the
ECI. In the past, the ECI used to
publish the final voter turnout
immediately after voting or
within 24 hours.”

CPI(M) leader Sitaram
Yechury said, “Finally, ECI has
released the final voter turnout
figures for the first 2 phases,
which are substantially higher
than the initial figures. But why
are the absolute numbers of
voters in each Parliamentary
constituency not provided?.”
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Man arrested

for trying to
trespass into
strong room

'EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Theni

A 27-year -oldman was arrested
for trespassing into a strong
room at the Kammavar Sangam
College of Technclpgy late on

The apalsed S Rajesh Kan-
nan, a resident of Koduvilarpat-
ti, was a former employee of the
college.

’I‘hecountmgoenueatmecd" :

lege doubles up as a strong room.
for storing polled EVMs, VVPATs
and postal ballots used in six as-
constituencies — Shola-
, Usilampatti, Periyaku-
lam, Cumbum, Andipatti and
Bodinayakanur -and is under
24x7 CCTV surveillance. Moreo-
ver, nearly 100 police personnel
have been deployed outside the
strong room.
“  Around 12.30 am on Monday,
Rajesh tried to trespass into an
inebriated state. Police prevented
his entry, following which he
picked up a guarrel with the po-
lice and used: foul language.
Based ona complaint by Koduvil-
larpatti VAO J Madhukannan,
Palanichettipatti police arrested
Rajesh under Sections 448, 188,
204(h), 353, 506(ii) of the TPC. Fur-
ther invest'lgaﬂon is un@er way.

Action against RO sought

Chennal: PMK's candidate for the
Arakkonam patliamentary
constituency, K Balu, has lodged a
formal complaint with the CEQ,
urging action against retbrning
officer S Valarmathi for her
alleged failure to address
reported instances of money
distribution by DMK candidate
S+jagath Ratchagan. Balu
highlighted instances where
money was seized from DMK
functionaries.
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After sorting, 1.02L postal ballots sent
to LS constituencies from Tiruchy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Tiuchy

WITH the process of sorting the
postal ballots that were brought
from 40 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies, including Puducherry, to
the Centralized Sorting Facili-

 tation Centre at the Tiruchy col-
lectorate drawing to a close on
Tuesday, a total of 1,02,469
polled postal ballots and 21,891
unpolled ones were forwarded
to their respective
constituencies.

A team of election officials
led by District Revenue Officer
R Rajalakshmi sorted the bal-
lots and handed them over to
the nodal officers of the respec-
tive constituencies. Representa-
tives of recognised political
parties and the candidates par-
ticipated in the process that
prolonged till evening.

During the first day of sort-
ing on April 17, a total of 93,642
postal ballots were brought to
the facilitation centre. They
were handed over to the nodal
officers of the respective con-
stituencies after completion of
sorting,

_ ?& N‘J*

" .- ’ﬁ‘m"

R

Postal ballats were forwarded to the respective constituencies after sorting was

completéd at the centralised centre in Ti

The remaining 8,827 polled
postal ballots and 21,891 un-
polled ones from the 40 constit-
uencies were brought to the
centre on Tuesday. They were
also sorted and forwarded, offi-
cials said. It may be noted that

i S i *'x:%[

ruchy on Tuesday | MK ASHOK KuMAR

the ECI had taken the initiative
of setting up the facilitation
centre for the first time tomini-
mise manpower and to cut down
on costs involved in counting
_the postal ballots cast by voters
on election duty.
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dlsplaylng strongroom
go blank for 2 hours

arounﬂmidnighut ‘was rec-
tified within an hour.

stalled, 48 cameras are fixed

lega premises,
~ Meanwhile, Erode Lok
Sabmrmw Return-

e ‘t_-l‘

tionalasamﬂnrmkept Omcer and Collector

sh‘ongmom"’RajaGopalStmkmaissma |

showe&the notice to the contractor en
g ltwaapanf that the  gaged in fixing and maintain-
~ wire connecting | coh}:ol ing the camera network sys-
room got disconnected re- tem seeking an explanation
- sulting in screens to black on frequent incidents of mal-
‘out. The issue was rectified  function. He also sought for
within 2 hours and the an examination of the entire
screens began to show the network system and to en-
footage from 9 am. sure similar incidents of
. This is the second incident malfunctioning - doesn't
of malfunctioning as on Sun-  happen again.

Of the total 221 CCTVs in-

facingstrongtmmsﬂndeov '
ering the corridor, while
~ the remaining 173 cameras
~ were kept amund the coi :
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DC CORRESPONDENT
tN_EW DELHI, MAY 1 =«

The Election Commi-
‘ssion has revised the pro-
tocol for handling and
storage of symbol loading
units (SLU), following the
' ns of the Supreme
: Courttl,l;vhif:h haﬂ ordered

| saﬂ:erthe: larat
_%nmsmts-=~---

An. slectra ic vot:

EC alters prOtoco]s of storage

and handling of EVMs

,Fnumpcu

An SLU is used to
upload the name and
symbol of the candi-
dates contesting in a par-
ticular seat on VVPAT or
paper trail machines.

The poll panel, in a
statement on
Wednesday, said all state
chief electoral officers
have been directed to
create the necessary
infrastructure and pro-
visions to implement the

new protocols for han-
dEng and storage of the

The .commission said:
“As. mandated by the
Supreme Court, the
revised protocols are
apphcqble in all cases of
completion of the sym-
bol loading process in
the VVPATSs undertaken
on or after May 1, 2024.”

Before the apex court
order, the SLUs were
handed over to local poll
omcials
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Seal symbol loading units
as per SC order, says EC

MUKESH RANJAN @NewDelhi

THE Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Wednesday
asked all state chief electoral
officers (CEOs) to seal and se-
curely store the symbol loading
units (SLUSs), to be used in the
remaining five phases of the
Lok Sabha elections, till 45 days
post the declaration of results.

The SLUs are devices used to
load candidates’ party symbols
to the Voter-Verified Paper Au-
dit Trail (VVPAT).

The Supreme Court had in
its verdict on electronic voting
machines (EVMs) and VVPATSs
last week, directed the ECI to
seal and secure the SLUs for 45

days after the declarationrof re-
sults. At present, only the
EVMs and VVPATS are sealed

and stored to allow for exami-_

nation of the machines if can-
didates file election petitions.

But from now on, in compli-
ance with the court’s order,
SL.Us will also be examined, if
there is an election petition.

As per sources, the new re-
quirement could lead to ashort-
age of up to 3,000 SLUSs for the
last two phases.

Sources said to meet the

shortfall, the Election Commis-
sion has asked the Bharat Elec-
tronics and the Electronics
Corporation of India to manu-
facture more SLUs.

¥
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" PROBESOUGHT
90 of 210 CCTV cameras
in Tenkasi strong room

conk off after rain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tenkasi

AS many as 90 out of 210
cameras installed in the
strong room of the Tenkasi
parliamentary constituency,
located in a private college,
malfunctioned due to the
thunderstorm and the ralns
that accompanied
it on Tuesday -.
evening. _
Sources said, the
cameras went down
at around 3.45 pm.
“The electronic vot-

ing centré suffered malfunc-
tion. Around 6.30pm, the

cameras installed areund

the strong room were re-
stored,” said sources.
> Meanwhile, ATADMK’s
Tenkasi candidate Dr K
Krishnasamy sought a de-
tailed report from the Elec-
tion Commission of India in
connection with the
malfunctioning of
. the CCTV cameras.
Krishnasamy also
_demanded that
Chief Electoral Of-
- ficer Satyabrata Sa-

ing machines hoo visit the strong
(EVMs), collected room.

from the polling . “We cannot be-
stations in the six lieve that 93 cam-

assembly sectorsin =~ Wecan'tbelieve  eras were faulty at
Tenkasi, have been  93cameraswere  the same time.
stored in a strong  faultyatonce.  gome cameras

room in a private

richi village, of Ka-

et Gt were replaced only
college at Kodiku- after 8 pmon !

after 8 pm on Tues-
day. Many ques-

dayanallur taluk, = Questlonsarise  tions arise about

A counting cen- |

hat what happened in

about
tre has also been happenedintheir the absence of the
absence .

set up at the col-
lege. A three-layer
security system is
in place to monitor
the strong room round-thé-
clock. A total of 210 cameras
were installed for the pur-
pose, but on Tuesday, there
was a thunde;storm with
heavy rain. \
As a result, 90 ‘cameras in-
. stalled around the strong
room and across the count-

CCTV cameras,”

. DrKKrshnasamy ~ esaid.

In a petition to
Returning Officer

A K Kamal Kishore, BJP
candidate B John Pandian
also demanded a detailed re-
port on the incident. In re-
sponse to the concerns,

Kishore said that the strong ...

room and the EVMs were
safe with a three-layer secu-
rity system.
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