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ECImust not view calls for trans arency

as attempts to undermine it

he Election Commission of India (ECI)
T Seems to have softened its stand about

disclosing absolute numbers of booth-
Wwise votes cast in elections. Last year, when the
qQuestion arose in the midst of the multi-phase
general election, the ECI took the Position that it
had no legal mandate to disclose details of Form
17-C, part one, which contains the total number
of electors in each booth and those who had ac-
tually voted, to anyone other than the candidate
orits polling agent. In a recent hearing, it has said
the Chief Elaction Commissioner, Gyanesh Ku-
mar, who took over recently, is open to meeting
Tepresentatives of organisations and Individuals
who have sought a direction to the ECJ to upload
scanned, authenticated and legible copies of
Form 17-C on its website, The Supreme Court of
India has asked Trinamoo] Congress Member of
Parliament Mahua Moitra and representatives of
the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) to
give a representation to the ECI and seek a meet-
ing. While it may not mean that the ECT has alrea-
dy agreed to make absolute numbers of voters
universally available, it may result in evolving a
system of disclosure about turnouts, both in
terms of numbers and Percentages. In 2024, the
ECI did release some details about turnout
through its voter turnout app, but it also became
a source of endless speculation as the percentag-
es given were seen to be unusually higher than
what was disclosed at the close of polling.

The prevalence of a difference of five to six
Percentage points between the turnout declared
on polling day and subsequently revised figures,
based on inputs from all booths, was noted at the
end. This is normally explained as the result of a
delay in collation of data from all booths, includ-
ing those located in far-flung areas. However, the
petitioners before the Court argue that Form 17-C
is collected by available booth agents by hand,
and it would not be a major problem for election
officials to scan and upload it within 48 hours.
The main grouse of political parties and activists
is thatthe discrepancies, in the absence of the gb-
solute number of votes cast but with only turnout
bercentages in hand, would raise suspicions
about the whole Process when the final resylts
are released. The ECJ has done well to offer to
meet the petitioners on this question. There can
be no dogmatic Opposition to a procedural step
to reduce the apprehension about any election
being less than fair. It is futile to hold the position
that every step demanding greater transparency
in the electoral process is aimed at undermining
its integrity or casting the process in a bad light.
There ought to be 3 constant reassessment of ex-
isting procedures and practices to increase tran-
Sparency and reduce the time taken to do so.
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AIADMK files review petition in HC over party symbol

CHENNAI

The All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(ATADMIQ) and its general se-
cretary Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami have filed a joint peti-
tion before the Madras High
Court urging it to review an
order passed on December
4, 2024 in a case related to a
representation made against
the party before the Election

Comimission of India (ECI).

A Division Bench of Justic-
es R. Subramanian and C.
Kumarappan on Thursday
condoned the delay of six
days in filing the review peti-
tion, after hearing the argu-
ments advanced by senior
counsel Vijay Narayan assist-
ed by K. Gowtham Kumar,
and directed the Registry to
list the plea for hearing next
week after numbering it.

The review petition, along

with the application to con-
done the delay of six days,
was filed in the Registry on
January 24, 2025 but got list-
ed for hearing only on Thurs-
day. The order sought to be
reviewed now was passed in
a writ petition filed by an in-
dividual named S. Surya
Moorthi in 2024. The writ
petitioner had made a repre-
sentation to the ECI on Fe-
bruary 12, 2024 for freezing
the ‘two leaves’ election

symbol and sought a direc-
tion to the commission to
conduct an inquiry on the
basis of his representation
and then take necessary ac-
tion as he had prayed for.
The Bench led by Justice
Subramanian had disposed
of the writ petition on De-
cember 4, 2024 after record-
ing the submission made by
ECI counsel Niranjan Rajago-
palan that the commission
had already issued notices to

the parties concerned and
that it would dispose of the
representation within four
weeks.

However, in its review pe-
tition, AIADMK argued that
the ECI did not even have the
jurisdiction to entertain such
a representation when there
was no split in the party and
therefore, it ought not to
have told the court that it
would take a decision on the
issue within four weeks.
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POLL ROLL TOBELINKED
TO BIRTH, DEATH DATA

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MARCH 20

While the Election
Commission (EC) has
begun working to remove
the duplicate elector
photo identity cards
(Epic) with the help of
Unique Identification
Authority of India
(UIDAI), chief election
commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar on Thursday also

ordered a regular upda- .

tion- of the voter list
across the country in
close coordination with
the birth and death regis-
tration authorities. This

" will help clean up the

voter database, which has
many dead voters who
remain on the list.

-A crowd rationalisation
of polling stations has
already begun, ensuring
that no more than 1,200
voters can cast their votes
at a single centre. Sources
indicate that even the
most remote rural polling
stations will be equipped
-with basic facilities.

The CEC has also direct-
ed all 36 CEOs, 788 DEOs,
and 4,123 EROs to hold
regular all-party meetings
and interactions. These
meetings. =P8

be strengthened
with birth and
death records ,

FROM PG 1

In the Commission’s
interactions with politi-
cal parties, it was clari-
fied that any inclusion
or deletion to the draft
elector list is governed
by the process of
appeals under relevant
legal provisions for fil-
ing claims and objec-
tions, available to all
political parties in the
Representation of
People act, 1950. In the
absence of such
appeals, the list as pre-
pared by the ERO pre-
vails

Accordingly, the
polling agents and
booth agents of political
parties will be apprised
of the legal framework
of objections and
appeals on correction of
entries and inclusion of
names in electoral rolls.

“The offer of the
Commission to train
political party represen-
tatives and their
appointed BLAs on the
due processes as per
electoral laws including
claims and objections to
the voter list has been
welcomed by political
parties. The ECI has
also invited suggestions
from all political parties
on any and all matters
concerning the conduct
of elections and they
can send these by April
30. The parties have also
been extended an invita-
tion fo nmeet the
Commission in Delhi at
a mutually convenient
time,” ECI officials said.

Officials said digital
training kits in multiple
Indian languages will
be prepared for easy
absorption and effective
fraining of frontline
functionaries.
Animated videos and
integrated dashboard
will provide a digital
push te fraining A
training module is
being devised fo train
BLOs in days to come.
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EC may link voter
list with birth,
death registers

lectign Commission,
—.moving towards a system
of constant updation of rolls
by weeding out dead voters
and ensuring that all citi-
Zensabovel8yearsof ageare
enrolled, shall be linking the
voters list with the register

of births and deaths in the
timetocome. P7

FC to link voter rolls to birth & death databases”

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission, moving to-
wards a system of constant
Ry %] updation of
y| rolls by weed-
jl. ing out dead
voters and en-
suring that all
| citizensabove
18 yearsof age
are enrolled, shall be linking
the voters’ list with the regis-
terof birthsanddeathsinthe
timetocome,

The Registration of
Births and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Act, 2023, allows for

making the database of reg-
istered births and deaths,
maintained by the Registrar
General of India (RGI), avail-
able to authorities dealing
with the preparation or
maintenance of database re-
lated to the electoral rolls, in
addition to the population
register, Aadhaar number,
ration card, passport, driv-
ing licence, property regis-
trationetc.

Specifically for the electo-
ralrolls, the Actadds thatthe
preparation or maintenance
of database related to the
rolls shall be without preju-
dice to the provisions of the

Representation of the People
Act,1950. Once electoral rolls
are linked with the regis-
tered births and deaths data-
base, citizens who attain 18
vearsof agecanautomatical-
ly getadded tothe voters’list,
provided they meet all other
criteria for enrolment. Simi-
larly, deaths registered in the
database maintained by the
RGI can be used for automat-
icdeletion of deceased voters
from the rolls. This will en-
surethatthevoters’'listisina
constant state of updation.
At present, separate stat-
utory forms must be filled by
a new voter wanting to enrol

or for removing a dead voter,
which also requires verifica-
tion through a death certifi-
cate. Updation of rolls is
done annually, though spe-
cial summary revision is
done priorto an election.
“Regular updation of the
voters’ list shall be strength-
ened in close coordination
withthebirthand death regis-
tration authorities,” an EC
press release said, announc-
ing the impending electoral
reform that islatest in a series
of six to seven reforms intro-
duced after chief election
commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar took charge of poll panel.



Da

ANe xx

Daged: 2)-03-2035

Give birth, death docus for rolls: EC

MEW DELHI: Amid a debate on
the purity of electoral rolls,
the Election Commission
said on Thursday that the
regular updating process of
the voter list will be
strengthened in close
coordination with the birth
and death registration
authorities.

Technical consultations be-
tween the Unique Identifica-
tion Anthority of India (UIDAT)
and experts of the EC will begin
soon on voter list-Aadhaar

linkage, it said, adding that
though an elector can only voie
in the assigned polling beoth
and nowhere else, the poll body
has resolved to remeve dupli-
cates counirywide and end a
decades-long issue  within
three months.

“Regular updation of the
voter list shall be strength-
ened in close coordination
with the birth and death regis-
tration authorities,” the EC
said in 2 statement. In the EC’s
interactions with political par-
ties, it was clarified that any

inclusion or deletion in the
draft elector list is governed
by the process of appeals un-
der rslevant legal provisions
for filing claims and objec-
tions available to all political
parties in the Representation
of People act, 1950.

In the absence of such ap-
peals, the list as prepared by
the electoral reglstratmn of-
ficer (ERO) prevails. The poll
authority also said it has
charted out “bold steps” to-
wards strengthening election
Drocesses.
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