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Rahul demands
discussion on voter
lists in Parliament

The Hindu Bureaun
NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Monday
said questions were being
raised across the country
on the sanctity of voter

lists, and demanded a dis-

cussion on the issue in the
Lower House.

“We accept your Ie-
marks that the government
does not make voter lists.
In every Opposition-Tuled
State, questions are being
raised. In Maharashtra, the
questions are in black and
white,” Mr. Gandhi said
during Zero Hour in the
Lok Sabha.

“The Opposition in one
voice is saying that there
should be a discussion on
voter lists. We accept that
the government doesn’t
make them; you also ac-
cept our demand to have a
discussion,” he said.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha and
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge, after being

disallowed to raise the is- .

sue in the Upper House,
took to X to demand a dis-
cussion.

“Given the serious
threat these large-scale ir-
regularities pose to the free
and fair conduct of elec-
tions in our coumtry, it is
imperative for the Modi go-
vernment to allow a com-
prehensive discussion on
the matter in Parliament,”
Mr. Kharge said on X.

‘Serious flaws’

In the Lok Sabha, the issue
was first raised by Trina-
mool Congress member
Saugata Roy, who said
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had
pointed out that voters

Rahul Gandhi
with the same EPIC num-
bers were present in Mur-
shidabad and Burdwan
constituencies, and
Haryana.

Stating that a Trinamool
delegation would meet the
newly appointed Chief
Election Commissioner to
flag their concerns, M.
Roy demanded a thorough
revision of the voter lists
ahead of the Assembly
elections in West Bengal
and Assam next year.

“There are some Serious
flaws. This has been point-
ed out with respect to Mah-
arashtra, which had inflat-
ed voter lists. This was
pointed out in Haryana. !
They are now trying to
jump into West Bengal and
Assam where elections are
due next year,” Mr. Roy
said. “The Election Com-
mission should answer to
the country why some mis-
takes occurred in the lists”

The Trinamool Con-
gress’s Kalyan Banerjee de-
manded action against the
EC for “failing” to conduct
fair and transparent elec-
tions over the past few

years.

He said the “faulty” vo-
ter lists were a matter of se-
rious concern and amount-
ed to a breach of Rule 20 of
the Conduct of Elections
Rules.
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The Opposition Congress
and the Trinamul
Congress on Monday
raised the issue of alleged
discrepancies in the vot-
ers’ list in both Houses of
Parliament and demanded
a detailed discussion.
Raising the issue in the
Lok Sabha during Zero
Hour, Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
demanded a discussion in
the House on the issue of
_voters’ lists, onx which sev-
eral political parties have
raised certain questions.
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Rahul demands discussion

on voter lists in Lok Sabha

Q

Voter lists are
being
questioned
across the
country.
Questlons have
been raised by
the opposition
in every state,
Including
Maharashtra

Rahul Gandhi

TMC to
meet CEC

TMC MP
Saugata Roy
said a party
delegation
would meet
the newly-
appointed
chief election
cammissioner
to flag
concerns
regarding the
voter lists.

PREETHANAIR @NewDeli

LEADER of Opposition Rahul Gandhi on Mon-
day demanded a discussion in the Lok Sabha on
the issue of voter lists on which several political
parties have raised certain questions.

Raising the issue during Zero Hour in the Lok
Sabha, Gandhi said the entire opposition has
been demanding a discussion on voter lists. “We
accept your remarks that the government does
not make voter lists. But we demand a discussion
on the issue,” the Congress leader said.

wphe yoter lists are being questioned across
the country. Questions have been raised by the
opposition in one voice in every state, including
Maharashtra,” he said.

Echoing the view, Congress MP Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra reiterated that the entire opposition in
Parliament wants a discussion on the voter list.
“ The way news of voter list rigging comes out
in every election is very dangerous for our de-
mocracy. This discussion is very important for
the protection of democracy and the Constitu-
tion,” she wrote in X.

Barlier, Trinamool Congress member Saugata
Roy said there were some flaws in the voter lists
and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee has pointed out that voters with same EPIC
(Electoral Photo Identity Card) numbers were
present in Murshidabad and Burdwan parlia-
mentary constituencies and in Haryana.
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