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‘"Trinamool to give more
‘evidence’ on voter ID row

Congress accuses Election Commission of being complicit in voter list manipulation; INDIA bloc

to likely raise issue in the second part of the Budget Session of Parliament beginning on March 10

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ejecting the Elec-
Rtion Commission’s
clarification on the

issue of "duplicate voter
identity cards, the Trina-
mool Congress said here
on Monday that the poll
panel had admitted to the
error, but had not “accept-
ed it”. The party promised
to produce more evidence
on the issue within 24
hours.

Wading into the row, the
Congress on Monday even-
ing issued a statement ac-
cusing the commission of
being complicit in voter list
manipulation. Sources said
the INDIA bloe would unit-
edly raise the issue in the
second part of the Budget
Session that begins on
March 10.

Derek O’Brien, accom- -

panied by Trinamoel Rajya
Sabha Deputy Leader Sa-
garika Ghose and Lok Sab-
ha member Kirti Azad,
shared a list containing the
details of 129 voter ID cards
from West Bengal and Ha-
ryana that had the same
number.

“We want only residents
of a State to vote in that
State. Only voters of Bengal
vote in Bengal... Voters will
not be allowed to vote as
their votes will be cast by
people with identical EPIC
numbers,” Mr. O’Brien
said. He alleged it was an
attempt to allow veters
from other States to vote in
West Bengal that goes to
the polls next year. “This is

unacceptable,” he said at a
press conference in New
Delhi.

Mr. O’Brien said the EC’s
statement on Sunday was
an admission of the error
but it had not accepted it
yet. “Limited appreciation
of the EC. I say limited be-
cause EC is admitting the
error but not accepting the
error. In the next 24 hours,
we humbly ask the ECto al-
so accept the error. If not,
we will share a document
at 9 a.m. on Tuesday morn-
ing,” he said.

In a statement, the Con-
gress’s newly constituted
Empowered Action Group
of Leaders and Experts
(EAGLE) on electoral is-
sues, without naming the
Trinamool, said that there
were some “startling deve-
lopments” on the issue of
voter list manipulation. “A

Voicing issues: Trinamool Congress leaders Sagari
_conference in New Delhi, on Monday. RV MOORTHY

¥

unique ID for every Indian
voter is the fundamental
requirement and premise
of a clean voter list. Multi-
ple voters having the same
voter identity number is as
bizarre as multiple vehicles
bearing the same registra-
tion number in the coun-
try. It is unheard-of in any
electoral democracy,” the
statement said.

The Congress recalled
its earlier allegation about
manipulation of electoral
rolls in Maharashtra.

“It is clear that the rul-
ing BJP wins or attempts to
win elections by manipu-
lating voter lists in conni-
vance with the Election
Commission,” the state-
ment said.

‘West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday had raised the is-
sue first. She alleged that

ka Ghose, Derek O’Brien and Kirti Azad during a press

the BJP was adding fake vo-
ters from other States to
the electoral rolls in Ben-

“The names of outsiders
have been added to the vo-
ter list, so that people of
Bengal are unable to cast
their votes. Qutsiders from
Bihar, Haryana and other
States will be brought to
Bengal by trains to win the
Bengal election,” she said.
Responding to her allega-
tion, the poll panel had
said it would rectify the is-
sue and update its technol-
ogy-driven platform.

The poll authority as-
serted that while the EPIC
numbers of some of the vo-
ters “may be identical”,
other information, includ-
ing demographic details,
Assembly  comnstituency
and polling booth, was dif-
ferent.
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TMC dismisses EC claim
on voter card numbers

New Delhi: The Trinamool
Congress on Monday dis-
- missed the Election
Commission’s clarification on
the duplication of voter card
numbers, saying the poll
panel must “accept” the mis- .
take within 24 hours and
carry an in-depth probe into
this. Terming it an “epic
scam”, the TMC has threat- -
ened that if the EC fails to do
it, the party would go all out
to expose the anomalies with
more documents on the issue
from Tuesday.
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TMC accuses EC of
‘fraud’, says ‘accept
error in 24 hours’

TMC asksECto
accept ‘error’in
electoral rolls

~t-rinamool Congress on
Monday accused Elec-
tion Commissionof “fraud”
and claimed there was “du-
plication of voter card num-
bers” in electoralrolls. TMC
MPs Derek O’Brien, Kirfi
Azad and Sagarika Ghese
demanded that EC “accept
the error” in 24 hours and
assure to rectify the rolls
within 100 days, failing
which theparty wouldmake
more documents public on
‘Tuesday to exposes the
“seam”. TMC isalsoprepar-
ing to raise the Issue In Par-
lamentalong withotherop-
position parties.P8

Mohua.Chatterjee
@timesofindia.com -

New Delhi: Trinamool Con-
gress on Monday accused the
Election Commission of

e ‘fraud” and
claimed there
was ‘duplica-
tion of voter
card num-
bers’ in elec-
toral  rolls.
TMC MPs Derek O’Brien,
Ghose demanded that the EC
‘accept the error’ in 24 hours
and assure to rectify the rolls
within100days, failing which
the party would make more
documents public on Tues-
day to exposesthe ‘scam’.

The matter was first high-
lighted by West Bengal CM
Mamata BanerjeeonFeb27at
apress conference here.

Tomount pressure on the
EC, TMCispreparingtoraise
the issue in Parliament along
with other opposition parties
when the House opens for the
second half of thebudget ses-
sion on March 10. INDIA bloc
parties are already in touch
with TMC leaders on the is-
sue, sourcessaid. .

Sharing a list containing
details of 129 voter ID cards
from West Bengal and Harya-
na that had the same elector
photo identity card (EPIC)
number, the TMC MPs called
itan ‘Epicscam’.

“We want only residents
of astate to vote in that state.
Only voters of Bengal to vote
in Bengal... Voters will not be
allowed to vote as their votes
will be cast by people with
identical EPIC numbers,”
O'Brien said, adding, “These
people will be sneaked in
from other states to vote. This
isunacceptable.”

‘EC complicit in voter
list manipulation’
Congress onMonday
accusedthe Election
CommissionofIndia of being
‘complicitinvoterlist
manipulation’and cautioned
thatthe opposition partyis
actively working onseeking
remedy through ‘legal,
palitical, legislative and any
othermeans”. “There are some
startling developmentsonthe
issueofvoter listmanipulation
thathave surfaced. Thesame
voter D numberis being used
forseveral voters. Thisis
utterly shecking,” Congress's
Empowered Action Group of
Leadersand Experts (EAGLE)
saidinastatement. mw

Azad alleged that most of
the duplicate namesfound on
the electoral rolls by TMC
were of people from ‘BJP-
ruled states’ and that ‘itneeds
to be probed who are the EC
officials involved in this’
“Our leader Mamata Baner-
jee has warned that she ecan
sit on a hunger strike at the
EC officeinDelhi,” headded.

The EC, which has clar-
ified that two voters with the
same EPIC number will still
be veting in different polling
booths and states mentioned
in their respective EPIC
cards, is expected to discuss
solutionstoend thisduplicity
in EPIC numbers at its two-
day conference with chief
electoral officers of all states
and Union Territories start-
inghere on Tuesday.

Amid reports flagging is-
suance of identical voter card
numberstoelectorsin two dif-
ferent states, the EC on Sun-
day said it would rectify the is-
sueand update its platform.
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Admit poll roll lapse or
face more heat: TMG

MEW DELHI: The Trinamool
Congress on Monday
expressed dissatisfaction
with the Election Commis-
sion’s response on the
duplication of voter card
numbers, saying the poll
panel must accept the error
within 24 hours.

Addressing a press conference
here, TMC Rajya Sabha Parlia-
mentary Party Leader Derek
O'Brien said if the EC fails to
do it, the party would release
more documents re-
lated to the issue on
Tuesday morning.

O'Brien, along
with TMC Rajya
Sabha deputy leader
Sagarika Ghose and
Lok Sabha MP Kirti
Azad, displayed
lists with details of
voter ID cards with the same
EPIC number.

“We want only residents of a
state to vote in that state. Only
voters of Bengal to vote in Ben-
gal... Voters will not be allowed
to vote as their votes will be
cast by people with identical

. EPIC numbers,” O’Brien said.

“These people will be
sneaked in from other states to
vote. This is umacceptable,” he
added. Amid reports flagging
issuance of identical voter card
numbers to electors in two dif-
ferent states, the EC on Sunday
said it would rectify the issue
and also update its technolo-
gy-driven platform.

The poll authority asserted
that while the electer photo
identity card (EPIC) numbers
of some of the voters “may be
identical”, the other details, in-
cluding demographic
details, assembly con-
| stituency and polling
booth, are different.

Terming it an
“Epic Scam”, O’Brien
alleged that the poll
panel issued the
statement affer the
TMC announeed that
it was going to hold a press con-
ference on the issue.

The TMC leaders also de-
manded an in-depth investiga-
tion into the matter.They
shared a list coniaining the de-
tails of 129 voter ID cards from
West Bengal and Haryana that
had the same EPIC number.
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