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control, says Trinamool

We won let you steal elections, West Bengal’s ruling party says adding poll panel has made an

admission; party will continue booth-level scrutiny of voter lists, as directed by Bengal CM, it adds

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA

he Election Com-

mission’s  state-

ment on the dupli-
cation of voter ID card
numbers is a damage-con-
trol exercise that proves
the allegations of electoral
roll manipulation made by
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, the Tri-
namool Congress said on
Sunday.

Ms. Banerjee had
claimed that multiple vo-
ters, sometimes in diffe-
rent States, had the same
electoral photo identity
card (EPIC) mumber, alleg-
ing that this was evidence
of voter fraud. In a state-
ment, the EC clarified that
“duplication in EPIC num-
ber does not imply dupli-
cate or fake voters”.

Hours later, the Trina-
mool pointed to the EC
statement as an admission
that there is duplication of
EPIC numbers, adding that
the poll body was engaging
in a damage control exer-
cise by claiming that this
does not imply poll fraud.

“Election fraud of EPIC
proportions! Smt. @Mama-
taOfficial warned how

i.mlling alieptmss: Mamata Banerjee had claimed that multfp{e
voters, sometimes in different States, had same voter id number. Ani

@BJP4India was hijacking
democracy, and now
@ECISVEEP’s own admis-
sion proves her right,” the

Trinamool posted on X.-

The party alleged that vo-
ter lists had been manipu-

lated ahead of the recent

Assembly elections in Mah-
arashtra and Delhi, before
a similar attempt was
made in West Bengal,
which is scheduled to go to
the polls in 2026
“Duplicate EPIC num-
bers across States? A ‘ma-
nual error’ or a meticu-
lously crafted scam to rig
elections? They manipulat-
ad voter rolls in Maharash-

tra & Delhi and got away
with it. They tried the
same in Bengal but got
caught,” the Trinamool
said.

Slams EC
“We won’t let you steal
elections,” declared West
Bengal’s ruling party: In its
post, the Trinamool
claimed that the ‘neutral’
“EC has turned into BJP’s
poll-rigging department.
Democracy is not a Modi-
made product that can be
tampered, tweaked, and
sold off”

On February 27, Ms. Ba-
nerjee alleged that the BJP

_— with the blessings of the

EC — was including voters
from other States in the
West Bengal voter list. She
cited multiple voters with
same EPIC numbers and
directed Trinamool lead-
ers to scrutinise the voter
list. Several State Ministers
were seen conducting a
door-to-door scrutiny of
voter lists on Saturday and
Ms. Banerjere has set up a
committee of senior party
leaders to undertake this
exercise.

The Trinamool general
secretary Kunal Ghosh,
said that the EC is in “dam-
age control” mode, after
Ms. Banerjee’s allegations.

“After the conspiracy
has surfaced, now the EC is
into damage control. Com-
plaints of the same voter’s
name in multiple States
have been accepted as cor-
rect. There is no clear
answer as to how this hap-

' pened,” Mr. Ghosh said.

‘Declaring that the Trina-
mool would not rely on the
EC’s assurances, he said
that scrutiny of the voters
list would continue. “This
is the land of Bengal. The
conspiracy of Maharash-
tra, Delhi will not work on
this soil,” he said.
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EC to remove same voter
ID numbers across States

Poll panel says it will ensure mmn_,u voter gets a unique EPIC number, blames manual method

employed earlier for duplication; Trinamool says panel’s admission proves charge of fraud

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

aking cognisance of
HA reports that certain
electors in one
State have voter ID num-
bers matching those issued
in another State, the Elec-
tion Commission on Sun-
day said irrespective of the
number on the elector
photo identity card (EPIC),
a person could vote only at
the designated polling sta-
tion in the constituency in
a State or Union Territory
where he or she was
enrolled.
The EC, however, said it
would remove the duplica-

®

Irrespective of the EPIC number, electors
can casta vote only at their designated

polling station... Any case of duplicate EPIC number

will be rectified by allotting a unique EPIC number
s .. )

tion and ensure that each
voter got a unique number.
The 10-digit number is
printed on the ID card is-
sued to each elector.

In a statement, the com-

mission said: “It is clarified
that while EPIC numbers of
some of the electors may
be identical, the other de-
tails including demograph-
ic details, Assembly Consti-

tuency and polling booth
are different for the elec-
tors with the same EPIC
number”

On February mN. West

Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee alleged that
the BJP, with the blessings
of the cornmission, was ad-
ding voters from other
States to the West Bengal
voter list. She cited a few
EPIC numbers of people of
the State being linked to
those living in Haryana,
Gujarat and Punjab. Some
social media posts too have
made the allegation.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

From Page One

EC to remove same
voter ID numbers

The EC said some electors from different States
and Union Territories were allotted identical num-
bers/series by a decentralised and manual me-
chanism followed prior to shifting of the electoral
roll database to the ERONET platform. “This re-
sulted in certain State/UT CEO offices using the
same EPIC alphanumeri¢ series and leaving a
scope for the possibility of duplicate EPIC num-
bers being allotted to electors in different Assemb-
ly Constituencies in different States/UTs,” it said.

ERONET is a Web-based platform developed
for election officials, in multiple languages and
scripts, to handle all processes pertaining to regis-
tration, migration, and deletion of names from
the electoral rolls.

The commission said that to allay any appre-
vmmaonu ithad decided to ensure allotment of un-
lque EPIC numbers to every registered elector.
“Any case of duplicate EPIC number will be recti-
fied by allotting a unique EPIC number, The ERQ-
NET 2.0 platform will be updated to aid and assist
in this process,” it said,

Ms. Banerjee has accused the BJP of appointing
several agencies for manipulating the electoral
rolls in West Bengal with the blessings of the EC.
She alleged that the electoral rolls of West Bengal
were being manipulated so that the BJP could
bring in people from other States to vote in the As-
sembly election in 2026.



- Identical voter ID cards no
sign of fake votes, says EC

B EC to now ensure unique EPIC number to all electors
OBJECTION

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

Taking cognisance of
social media posts and
media reports flagging the
issue of electors of two dif-
ferent states having iden-
tical Electors Photo
Identification Card (EPIC)
numbers, the Election
Commission (EC) on
Sunday clarified that
while EPIC numbers of
some of the electors may
be identical, the other
details, including demo-
graphic details, Assembly
constituency, and polling
booth, are different for the
electors with the same
EPIC number,

The EC clarified that
duplication in EPIC num-
bers does not imply dupli-
cate or fake voters, It said
some cases of duplicate
EPIC numbers are caused
by the "use of identical
alphanumeric series by
two different states and
Union territories. The poll
body added it will ensure
the allotment of a unique
EPIC number to all regis-

DecechAN CH RonvickE

Electors of two dif-
ferent states were
issued identical
Electors Photo
Identification Card
{EPIC) numbers

tered electors.

“Irrespective of the EPIC
number, any elector can
cast a vote only at their

. designated polling station

in their respective con-
stituency in their
state/UT where they are
enrolled in the electoral
roll and nowhere else, The
allotment of identical
EPIC numbers/series to
some electors from differ-
ent states/UTs was due to
a decentralised and manu-

al mechanism being fol- |

lowed prior to the shifting

of the electoral roll data- .

base of all states/UTs to
the ERONET platform,
This resulted in certain
state/UT CEO offices
using the same EPIC
alphanumeric series and
leaving a scope for the pos-

@ Details, including

EC'S CLARIFICATION

cate EPIC numbers are
caused by the use of
identical alphanumeric
series by two different.
states and Union - -

territories. .

@ Irrespective of the
EPIC number, any elector
can cast a vote only at
their designated polling
station in their respec-
tive constituency in

lland nowhere else.
sibility of duplicate EPIC
numbers being allotted to
electors in  different
Assembly constituencies
in different states/UTs,”
the EC said.
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ECI STATEMENT
TESTIFIES CHARGE,
SAYS TRINAMUL

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 2

The Trinamul Congress
which had- accused the
Election Commission of
colluding with the BJP to
manipulate the voters’ list
on Sunday dismissed the
poll body’s clarification
and insisted it only gave
credence to its charges,

“Election fraud of EPIC
proportions! Mamata
Banerjee warned how BJP
was hijacking democracy,
and now Election
Commission's own admis-
sion proves her right.
Duplicate EPIC numbers
across states? A ‘manual
error' or a meticulously
crafted scam to rig elec-
tions? They manipulated
voter rolls in Maharashtra
& Delhi and got away ﬁww
|

* ‘Duplicate voter ID

numbers does not
imply bogus voters’

EC to ensure unique ID, update system

FROM PG 1

However, to allay any
apprehensions, the poll
body has decided to
ensure the allotment of a
unigque EPIC number to
registered electors. “Any

case of duplicate EPIC
number will be rectified
by allotting a unique
EPIC number. The
ERONET 2.0 platform will
be updated to aid and
assist in this process,” the
poll authority said. ~

rd

ECI STATEMENT TESTIFIES
CHARGE, SAYS TRINAMUL

FROM PG 1

They tried the same in
Bengal but got caught,”
the party said in a tweet.

“The 'neutral' ECI has
turned into BJP’s poll-rig-
ging department.
Democracy is not a Modi-
made product that can be
tampered, tweaked, and
sold off. We won’t let you
steal elections,” it added.

The West Bengal Chief
Minister had on
Thursday accused the
BJP of enrolling fake vot-
ers from other states in
the electoral rolls with
the “help of the Election
Commission” and

warned of
an indefi-
'y nite dhar-
. i na before
* the poll
B hindy ' s
. N office if
AP corrective
measures are not taken.
She alleged that the BJP
had used “similar tactics
in Delhi and Maharashtra
by enrolling voters from
Haryana and Gujarat to
manipulate elections”.
She alleged that the BJP
had used “similar tactics
in Delhi and Maharashtra
by enrolling voters from
Haryana and Gujarat to
manipulate elections”.
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ECI allays concern over ~
duplicate voter numbers

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

THE Election Commission of
India (ECI) has moved to calm
concerns over duplicate voter
ID numbers, clarifying that
identical EPIC numbers don't
indicate fake voters. The mat-
ter came to light after several
social media posts flagged
the mistake and claimed
that electors in differ-
ent states were being
assigned similar EPIC
numbers. West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had also raised
similar concerns.

In its response, ECI said
while some electors may share
the same elector photo identity
card (EPIC) number, their de-
mographic details, assembly
constituency, and polling booth
information differ, and that
they can only cast their votes at

their designated polling sta-
tions in their respective con-
stituencies. The duplicate EFIC
numbers were caused by a de-
centralized and manual mecha-
nism used before the electoral
roll database was shifted to the
ERONET platform. “This re-
sulted in certain State/UT CEO
offices using the same EPIC
alphanumeric series and
leaving a scope for the
possibility of duplicate
EPIC numbers being al-
lotted to electors in dif-
ferent constituencies in
different states,” ECI said.
To address this, the commis-
sion has said it will assign
unique EPIC numbers to regis-
tered electors, ensuring that
any cases of duplicate EPIC
numbers are rectified. The
ERONET 2.0 platform will be
updated to facilitate this proe-
ess, it said.
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Voter card number
duplication doesn't
imply fraud, says EC

Tiaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Election Commis-
sion (EC) on Sunday clarified
that duplication in electors pho-
10 identify card (EPIC) number
allotted to electors from two dif-
ferent states/UTs does not imp-
Iy duplicate orfake votersasthe
alector can only vote at the poll-
ing booth mentioned in his EP-
IC, which will be different even
if the card numberis same.
Stating that identical al-
phanumeric series may have
been used by two different
states/UTs under the decentral-
followed prior to shifting of the
electoral roll database of all
states/UTstothe ERONET plat-
form, the EC, however, elarified
thateven in EPIC with identical
numbers, other fields, includ-
ing demographic details, as-
sembly constituency and poll-
ingbooth, are different.
“Trrespective of the EPIC
number; any elector can casta
vote only at their designated
polling station in their respec-
tive constituency in the state/
UT where they are enrolled in

TMC: EC statement
confirms anomalies

TMCin West Bengal said on

. Sunday’sstatementbytheEC
backed its claimsaboutthe
inclusion of non-resident votersin
the state’s electoral listtohelpa
particular party. TMC's Kunal
Ghosh said EC’s statement
“confirms our claims thatihere
are namesin the electoral list
which had beenincluded after
conclusionof previous
polls.™These names don‘ttally
withthelistof permanent
residents of a constituency. Our
supremo MamataBanerjee had
pointed outthisancmaly days
back,” headded. F1i

the electoral roll, and nowhere
glse,” the poll panel underfined.
The EC clarification on du-
plication in EPIC numbers
cameaftera TMCleaderflagged
the case of an elector from
Cooch Behar; West Bengal, who
allegedly shared thesame EPIC
number with another elector in

Didarganj, Uttar Pradesh.
Full reporton WwwioLin
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Outdated manual system behind
EPIC number duplication

Duplicate voter
card does not
imply fake: EC

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commniission of India (ECI)
has clarified that duplication
in EPIC numbers ‘does not
imply duplicate/fake voters’
while aclmowledging some
cases of duplicate EPIC
numbers caused by the usa of
identical alphanumeric series
by two different states/UTs.

The ECI said that duplicate EPIC
numbers resulted from ap out-
tated manual system used before
the introduction of the ERONET
platform, leading to the same al-
phanumeric serjes being as-
signed to different voters in sepa-
rate states,

In a statement on Sunday. the
ECI said the Election Commis-
sion has taken cognizance of cer-
tain social media posts and me-
dia reports flagging the issue of
electors of two different stafes
having identical EPIC numbers,

“In this regard, it ig clarified
that while EPIC numbers of some
of the electors may be identical,
the other details incl uding demo-
graphic details, Assembly con-
stituency and polling booth are
different for the electors with the
same EPIC number,” reag the
statement,

The ECI said that irrespective
of the EPIC number, “any elector
can casta vote only at their desig-
nated polling station in thejr Te-
spective Constituency in thair
State/UT where they are enrolled
in the electoral roll and nowhere
else ”

Offering clarification on the
complaints, the ECL said, “The
allotment of identical EPIC num-
ber/series to some electors from
different states/UTs was duetoa

decentralised and manyal mech-
anism being followed prior to
shifting of the electoral roll data-
base of all States/UTs to the ER-
ONET platform. This resulted in
certain State/UT CEQ offices us-
ing the same EPIC alphanumeric
series and leaving a scope for the
possibility of duplicate EPIC
numbers being allotted to elec-

. <~ L

Any case of duplicate
EPIC number will be
rectified by allotting a
unique EPIC number

tors in different Assembly Con-
stituencies in different states/
UTs.”

The ECI, in order o address
the fears, will allot unique EPIC
numbers to registered voters.
“However, to allay any apprehen-
sions, the Commission has decid-
ed to ensure allotment of a
unigue EPIC number to regis-
tered electors. Any case of dupli-
cate EPIC number will e recti-
fied by allotting a unique EPIC
number. ”

The EC response came days af-
ter West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee accused the
BJP of attempting to manipulate
the electoral process by adding
fake voters from other states,
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