Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Doubling down on their al-
legations of inclusion of
fake voters on the electoral
rolls in West Bengal, sever-
al Trinamool Congress
leaders began a door-fo-
door campaign on Satur-
day to scrutinise the rolls
across the State.

Urban  Development
and Municipal Affairs Mi-
nister Firhad Hakim and
North Bengal Develop-
ment Minister Udayan Gu-
ha scrutinised the rolls in
many areas in their respec-
tive constituencies. Mr. Ha-
kim, who is also the Mayor
of Kolkata, went around
ward 82 of the civic body.
The ward comes under the
Bhawanipore  Assembly
constituency represented
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Trinamool Congress leaders begln
campaign to check electoral rolls

Urban Development and Municipal Affairs Minister Firhad Hakim
checks a voter’s name in the Chetla Agrani area on Saturday. AN

by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.

“We have to list the
number of fake voters and

the number of dead voters
separately. After scrutinis-
ing the list, we will specify
in each booth the Assemb-

ly number, part number,
and booth number of those
who were found and those
who were not found. Ac-
cordingly, if the party finds
an unreasonably high
number of fake voters, it
will be reported to the
Election Commission,” Mr.
Hakim said.

At a meeting on Thurs-
day, the Chief Minister di-
rected the party leadership
to ensure that there are no
fake voters on the electoral
rolls.

Ms. Banerjee alleged
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leadership with
the blessings of Election
Commission included fake
voters on the electoral
rolls. She summoned
councillors from Bhawani-
pore and directed them to
look for fake voters.
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NEW DELHI

The question of reverting
to ballot papers does not
fall wthin the ambit of the
mandate of a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC)
examining the two Bills on
simultaneous polls, the Un-
jon Law Ministry has
stated.

Going back to the ballot
paper system was a "sug-
gestion" made by some of
the members of the com-
mittee, and the Ministry
was to respond to it in
writing.

While the Ministry's Le-

gislative Department gave
elaborate responses to a
variety of questions posed
to it by the committee, it
did not give a direct reply
on the suggestion on the
ballot paper system.

The Ministry is learnt to
have said it was "out of
scope" of the parliamen-
tary panel to make a sug-
gestion on the use of the
ballot paper system, ac-
cording to sources.

Whether to use Elec-
tronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) or ballot papers for
casting votes is not the sub-
ject the panel is examin-
ing, they underlined.
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Use of ballot paper not in panel's ambit: Law Ministry

Going back to ballot
aper system was a
‘suggestion’ made by
some members of the

joint parliament

committee

The committee is man-
dated to examine the Bills
on simultaneous polls —
the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill — and
give its report on whether
they are sound enough for
the purpose or need
changes, the sources said.

While the Constitution
(129th Amendment) Bill
lays down a legal frame-
work to hold the Lok Sab-
ha and Assembly polls to-
gether, the Union
Territories Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill seeks to align the
terms of Assemblies of Del-
hi, Puducherry and Jammu
and Kashmir for the pur-
pose of holding joint elec-
tions. Delhi, Puducherry,
and Jammu and Kashmir
are the three UTs with
Assemblies.

‘Centre not keen

The government has on
multiple occasions told

.Parliament that it does not

favowr returning to the bal-
lot paper system and the
Supreme Court too has
weighed in favour of using
EVMs.

The top court recently
rejected pleas for reviving
paper ballots, holding that
suspicions regarding tam-
pering of voting machines
were "unfounded".

The sources said that
while the Ministry an-
swered some of the ques-
tions, some others were
sent to the Election Coin-
mission for a calibrated
response.

The Ministry has also

told the comimittee that
holding simultaneous polls
to the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies is not undemo-
cratic and does not hurt
the federal structure.

It is learnt to have as-
serted that elections were
held simultaneously in the
past before the cycle was
broken for various rea-
sons, including the imposi-
tion of President's Rule in
some States.

Following the adoption
of the Constitution, elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and
all Assemblies were con-
ducted  simultaneously
from 1951 to 1967, it noted.
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Ballot paper push
‘out of scope” Law
ministry to panel

Paper ballot out
of scope, centre
tells House panel

New Delhi, March 1: The
question of holding elec-
tions using ballot papers
does not fall under the
ambit of the joint commit-
tee of Parliament examin-
ing the two bills on simulta-
neous polls to the Lok
Sabha and state Iegislative
assemblies, the Union law

ministry is learnt to have .

said. Reverting to the ballot
paper system was a “sug-
gestion” made by some of
the ‘members of the joint
committee and the law

ministry was to respond to

it in writing. While the

ministry’s legislative
department gave elaborate
responses to a variety of
questionsposed to it by the
commitiee, it did not give a_
direct reply on the sugges-
tion on the ballot paptlar sys‘;
tem. The ministry is learn
to have said that the sug-
gestion on'the use of the
hallo ,.‘pap’et_ system was
“out pef’ofthe parlia-
ary panel. Sources

and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill —
and give its report on
whether they are sound
enough for the purpose or
need chang

eS.
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New Delhi, Mar. 1: The
guestion of reverting to
ballot papers does not fall
under the ambit of the
mandate of a joint com-
mittee of Parliament
_examining the two bills
on simultaneous polls,
the Union law ministry is
learnt to have said.

Going back to the ballot
paper system was a "sug-
gestion" made by some of
the members of the Jjoint
committee, and the law
ministry was to respond
to it in writing. :

While the ministry's leg-
islative department gave
elaborate responses fo a
variety of questions
posed to it by the commit-
tee, it did not give a direct
reply on the suggestion
on the ballot paper sys-
tem. The ministry is
learnt to have said it was
“out of scope" of the par-
liamentary panel to make
a suggestion on the use of
the ballot paper system,
according to sources,

Whether to use electron-
ic  voting machines
(EVMS) or ballot papers
for casting votes is not the
subject the panel is exam-
ining, they underlined. -

The committee is man-

- dated to examine the bills

on simultaneous polls —
the Constitution (129th

CENTRE HAS told
Parliament that it does
not favour returning to
the ballot paper system
and the Supreme Couyrt
too has weighed in
favour of using EVMs

Amendment) Bill and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill — angd
give its report on whether
they are sound enough for
the purpose or need
changes, the sources said.

While the Constitution
(129th Amendment) Bill
lays down a legal frame-
work to hold the Lok

Sabha and assembly polls
together, the Union
Territories La

WS
(Amendment) Bill seeks
to align the terms of
Legislative Assemblies of
Delhi, Puducherry and

*Jammu and Kashmir for

the purpose of holding
Jjoint elections.

Delhi, Puducherry, and
J&K are the three union
territories with
Legislative Assemblies.

The government has on
multiple occasions told -
Parliament that it does
not favour returning to
the ballot paper system
and the Supreme Court
too has weighed in favour
of using EVMs. — p7r



Kejriwal missing,
Atishi holds fort;
‘shost’ voters on
WB electoral rolls

DECCAON CHRONICLE

ver since his drama-

tic arrival on the capital’s

political scene in 2012 fol-

lowing an anti-corruption
campaign, former Delhi chief min-
ister and Aam Aadmi_ Party’s
national convener Arvind Kejriwal
never lost an opportunity to use the
maedia to his advantage. Locked in a
constant hattle with the Modi gov-
ernment-appointed lieutenant gov-
ernor, Mr Kejriwal managed to
grab headlines and eyeballs given
that he had a lat to complain about
the Centre's uncooperative attitude
towards an Opposition-ruled state.
In fact, the AAP leader ensured that
he remained in the news when he
refused to step down as chief minis-
ter even after his arrest in connec-
tion with the Delhi excise policy
case. But it's a different story
today. Mr Kejriwal has been virtu-
ally incognito after his shock defeat
in the recent Delhi Assembly elec-
tion. He is barely seen or heard
from these days. It would have been
axpected that a combative Mr
Kejriwal would come out all guns
blazing after the CAG's audit report
on his government's liquor policy
was tabled in the Delhi Assembly.
But not so. The burden of defending

now fallen on his successor and
Delhi  Assembly  leader of
Opposition Atishi who has been left
to face the newly-elected BJP gov-
ernment’s Ire against AAP while
Mr Kejriwal contemplates his
future course of action.

t is fronic that in all the

years the Delhi government was

led by the Arvind Kejriwalled
Aam Aadmi Party, it was the
Bharatiya Janata Party which
headed " the capital's cash-rich
Municipal Corporation of Delhi.
Their roles have now been
reversed. The BJP is now the new
Delhi government boss but it is
AAP which runs the show in the
MCD, having won the last civic
clection. Even as Mr Kejriwal
remains sequestered following his
electoral defeat, internal discus-
sions are on remaining relevant in
Delhi. For starters, AAP strategists
suggested that the party take
advantage of the fact that it con-
trols the MCD by undertaking a
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his government’s excise policy has

house tax waiver scheme for Delhi
residents and also regularised
12,000 contractual workers in the
civic body. But given the
AAP's current poor standing, it will
not be easy for its leaders
to take credit for these decisions.
Besides, there is no guarantee that
the AAP will succeed in retaining
its hold over the MCD as the BJP is
bound to “persuade” the rival
wm..:..m corporators to  shift
oyalties.

‘est Bengal i8 currently in

the midst of labharthi wars

with  chief  minister
Mamata Banerjee pitted against the
Centre on the issue of welfare
schemes. With state Assembly elec-
tions due next year, Ms Banerjee
has started selecting her targets for
the disbursement of budget benefits
which is being Seen as a clear strat-
egy to outmanoeuvre the Modi gov-
ernment’s tax bonanza for the mid-
dle class announced in this year's
budget. For instance, the West
Bengal government recently

series om.%an.n:un es having
an immediate impact on the lives of
people. It is in this connection that
the AAP-led MCD has decided on a

ann d hefty salary hikes,
ranging from Rs 25,000 to Rs 80,000,
for junior and senior doctors. These
doctors had called out the corrupt

ractices and the system run by the
inamul Congress government
after a trainee doctor at the R.G.
Kar Hospital was raped and
murdered. The Modi government,
on the other hand, is targeting the
state government for- not
fmplementing Central schemes like
the Ayushman Bharat Yojana and
has withheld funds for the MNRE-
GA and PM Awas Yojana on the
ground that the accounts had not
been maintained properly. The
Centre has further accused the
Mamata government of siphoning
off funds by adding false names of
beneficiaries. Ms Banerjee has hit
back, muﬁsm a Centre-backed
organisation had been deployed in
‘West Bengal to replace names of
local voters with those of outsiders
from as far as Punjab, Haryana and
Gujarat.

fter a brief EE:M. out, the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
its ideological mentor, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
have been making efforts to mend
their relationship which went
through a rough patch in the run-
up to last year's Lok Sabha elec
tions. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and other leaders are now
mindful of paying due ».aﬁwﬁsn:a
Sangh as the party n its foot
soldiers for amplifying BJP's mes-
sage to the voters. Recently, while
speaking at the inau ] function
of the 98th Akhil Bharatiya
Marathl Sahitya Sammélan, Mr
Modi heaped praise on the RSS,
saying it was a privilege to have
been inspired by the Sangh to live
for the natlon. Now that the rift
hetween the BJP and the RSS is in
the past, there is a possibility that
Mr Modi and RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat could be seen together at a
function in Maharashtra during
the Gudi Padwa celebrations on
March 30. Though there has been a
rapprochement between them, the
BJP and the RSS have yet to forge a
consensus on naming the next BJP
president as the current party chief
J.P. Nadda's three-year tentre
ended over a year ago. Several rea.

sons are being cited for this delay
| but the political grapevine says the
names suggested by the RSS do not

vice-versa.

Anita Katyal isa Delhi-based
Journalist
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Collector in soup for inaction in
plaint on fake info in poll papers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE Madras High Court has
ordered the state to initiate dis-
ciplinary action against Tiru-
varur collector for failing to
take action for prosecuting a
civic body member who
had furnished false in-
formation in his affida-
vit accompanying the
nomination papers for
civic body polls.
Justices R Subrama-
nian and G Arul Murugan
issued the orders while dispos-
ingof a petition filed by D Shar-
athbabu of Kudavasal in Tiru-
varur district. The petitioner
said he had made complaints to
the state election commission
(SEC) in 2021 against Papa Sub-
ramaniyan, district panchayat

councillor belonging to ATAD-
MEK. After an inguiry con-
firmed the allegations, district
crime branch inspector sent a
communication to the collector
saying criminal case against
the councillor cannot be regis-
tered under Section 177 of the
IPC without getting sanc-
tion from the collector
under section 195 of
CrPC. But, the collector
did not proceed further.
On Friday, the SEC said
it could not take action
as it lacked power once the
poll process was completed,
while the collector informed
that a private complaint was
filed with a judicial magistrate
court. However, finding unjus-
tified delay, the bench ordered
disciplinary proceedings
against the collector:
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Out of scope for Parl committee to recommend to return to ballot system, says
government as law ministry’s labour department replies to all other queries

Ministry ticks off JPC on return to ballot

NEW DELHI: The question of
reverting to ballot papers does
not fall under the ambit of the
mandate of a joint committee
of Parliament examining the
two bills on simultaneous
polls, the Union law ministry
is learnt to have said.

Going back to the ballot paper sys-
tem was a “suggestion” made by
some of the members of the joint
committee, and the law ministry
was to respond to it in writing.
While the ministry’s Legislative
Department gave elaborate re-
sponses to a variety of questions
posed to it by the committee, it did
not give a direct reply on the sug-
gestion on the ballot paper system.
The ministry is learnt to have
said it was “out of scope” of the
parliamentary panel to make a
suggestion on the use of the ballot
paper system, sources said.
Whether to use Electronic Vot-
ing Machines or ballot papers for
casting votes is not the subject the
panel is examining, they under-

lined. The committee is mandated
to examine the bills on simultane-
ous polls - the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and the Union
Territories Laws (Amendment)
Bill - and give its report on wheth-
er they are sound enough for the
purpose or need changes, the
sources said,

While the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill lays down a le-
gal framework to hold the Lok
Sabha and assembly polls togeth-
er, the Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill seeks to align
the terms of legislative assemblies
of Delhi, Puducherry and Jammu
and Kashmir for the purpose of
holding joint elections.

The government has on multi-
ple occasions told Parliament that
it does not favour returning to the
ballot paper system and the Su-
preme Court too has weighed in
favour of using EVMs.

The sources said that while the
ministry answered some of the
questions, some others were sent

to the Election Commission for a

calibrated response.

The ministry has also told the
committee that holding simulta-
neous polls to the Lok Sabha and
state assemblies is not undemo-
cratic and does not hurt the feder-
al structure.

It is learnt to have asserted that
elections were held simultaneous-

ly in the past before the cycle was .

broken due to various reasons, in-
cluding the imposition of Presi-
dent's rule in some states.

Following the adoption of the
Constitution, elections to the Lok
Sabha and all state assemblies
were conducted simultaneously
from 1951 to 1967, the ministry
noted, However, this cycle of syn-
chronised elections was disrupted
in 1968 and 1969 due to the prema-
ture dissolution of some state leg-
islative assemblies.

The fourth Lok Sabha was also
dissolved prematurely in 1970,
with fresh elections held in 1971.
Unlike the first, second and third
Lok Sabha, which completed their
full five-year terms, the term of

the fifth Lok Sabha was extended
until 1977 under Article 352 be-
cause of the Emergency.

State assemblies have faced
similar disruptions over the
years, “These developments have
firmly disrupted the cycle of si-
multaneous elections, leading to
the current pattern of staggered
electoral schedules across the
country,” it observed,

Citing a report of the high-level
committee on ‘one nation, one
election’, the explainer said simul-
taneous polls promote consisten-
¢y in governance.

“Due to the ongoing cycle of
elections in various parts of the
country, political parties, their
leaders, legislators and both state
and central governments often
focus their efforts on preparing
for upcoming elections rather
than prioritising governance,” it
said, citing the “rationale” for
holding simultaneous polls as
recommended by the panel head-
ed by former president Ram Nath
Kovind.
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