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NEW DELHI

A war of words ensued in
the national capital ahead
of the Assembly election, a
day after the Aam Aadmi
Party accused the BJP-led
Haryana government of
mixing ammonia in the wa-
ters of the Yamuna river
before releasing it to Delhi,
which could have caused
“mass genocide”.

The BJP, refuting the
charge, sought a ban on
Mr. Kejriwal’s participation
in campaigning until the
completion of the electoral
process for the Assembly
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BJP wants Kejriwal barred from campaigning
following controversy over amimonia in Yamuna

election, alleging that his
continued  participation
may lead to “potential pu-
blic unrest”. The party
sought the filing of an FIR
against the former Delhi
Chief Minister.

Mr. Kejriwal reacted
with a scathing attack
against the BJP, saying he
would not “let people die
in Delhi” because of poiso-
nous water.

“Go ahead, file a case. Is
there anything left that you
haven’t already done? You
have sent me to jail, so
hang me if you must. File a
case, but will you kill the
people?” he said at a press

Reacting to remarks,
AAP leader says he
willl not ‘let people
die in Delhi’ because
of poisonous water

conference. Mr. Kejriwal
warned against ‘playing
politics’ on an important
jssue  concerning the
health of people.

A BJP delegation com-
prising Union Ministers
Nirmala Sitharaman and
Bhupender Yadav, and Ha-
ryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh, met the Election
Commission (EC), asking

that the AAP leader be di-
rected to retract his
charge, and apologise for
creating “panic” among
people.

‘Baseless claims’

The BJP said Mr. Kejriwal’s
allegation was not only
baseless but also danger-
ous to public order and
harmony...“such  inflam-
matory statements, made
without any evidence
whatsoever, constitute a
severe breach of several
electoral and other sta-
tutes in addition to electo-
ral ethics. These allega-
tions are particularly

concerning as they involve
matters of public health
and safety, potentially
causing unnecessary panic
among millions of Delhi re-
sidents,” the memoran-
dum submitted to the EC
said.

Delhi Chief Minister At-
ishi also paid a visit to the
EC, to complain that am-
monia levels were “six
times above normal”,
warning that such water
could not be tredated or
supplied to residents of the
city without risk to their
health. Ms. Atishi appealed
to the EC to intervene in
the matter.
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Produce proof of *
water poisoning,

EC tells Kejriwal

New Delhi, Jan. 28: The Election
Commission on Tuesday sought
factual evidence from AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal to substantiate

his allegation that neighbouring
Haryana is poisoning the Yamuna

river, as it reminded him of legal

provisions that can lead to up to
three years' imprisonment for
“mischievous” statements against

national integration.
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Produce proof of water
poisoning, EC tells Kejriwal

New Delhi, Jan. 28: The
Election Commission on
Tuesday sought factual
evidence from AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal to sub-
stantiate his allegation
that neighbouring. Harya
na is poisoning the Yamu
na river, as it reminded
him of legal provisions
that can lead to up to three
years' imprisonment for
“mischievous” statements
against national integra-
tion and public harmony.

In a letter to Mr

Kejriwal, the ' Election
Commission (EC) sought

by 8 pm on Wednesday the

nature and extent of the

chemicals used for “poi- -

soning” the  Yamuna

- which could have kill peo-

ple in large numbers, as
claimed by the AAP chief.
The EC also asked Mr
Kejriwal to share details
of his claim that engi-
neers of Delhi Jal Board
had actually detected and
prevented it on time.
Both the BJP and the

Congress had complained
to the poll panel against
Mr Kejriwal for levelling
allegations of poisoning
of Yamuna river. The EC
is also awaiting a factual
report from the Haryana

_government on the issue.

Separately, Delhi Chief
Minister ~ Atishi had
alleged that rising ammo-
nia levels in the water
supplied- to Delhi by
Haryana could seriously

‘affect water supply to the

national capital.
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- EC MUST ACT NOW!

APROPOS the news report “Atishi:
BJP using unfair tactics to avoid poll
defeat” (Jan. 28), I am shocked beyond
measure to learn that the ruling party
at the Centre could stoop so low as to
deliberately disrupt Delhi’s water sup-
ply to ensure the defeat of the AAP.
This is a criminal offence and the EC
cannot deny its constitutional respon-
sibility to verify the veracity of the
complaint before any unfortunate
incident occurs due to the alleged mix-
ing of poison in the water. The
Election Commission must give a
patient hearing to Delhi chief minister
Atishi and get to the bottom of the mat-
ter without any delay. -

Arun Gupta

Kolkata
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BJP-AAP war over Yamuna poison claim, EC seeks proof

Poll body sets 8 pm deadline for Kejri to submit evidence &

NEW DELHI: A heated political
battle erupted Tuesday over
Arvind Eejriwal’s claim of
the Haryana government
“poisoning” the Yamuna
water, with the BJP saying
he cannot be forgiven for
his “dangerous statement”,
while the AAP chief
asserted he won’t let the
people of Delhi die due to
the dirty. poisonous water.

The AAP and the BJP also
moved the Election Commis-
sion, with the saffron party
seeking- to bar Kejriwal from
campaigning. The poll panel
sought factual evidence from
the AAP chief to substantiate
his claims.

Meanwhile, Delhi Lt Gover-
nor VK Saxena wrote to Chief
Minister Atishi, saying her
party chief’s remarks are high-
1y objectionable and amount to
endangering national security.

Atishi and her Punjab coun-
terpart Bhagwant Mann met the
Election Commission officials,
alleging the BJP-led Haryana
government is deliberately re-
leasing alarming levels of ammo-
nia into the Yamuna river, en-
dangering Delhi’s water supply.

Saxena asked the Delhi chief
minister to rise above “narrow
interests” and refrain from
making “misleading, danger-
ous, and baseless statements”
for the sake of public welfare
and peace.

Later, a BJP delegation, led
by Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman and Hary-
ana CM Nayab Singh Saini,

_also approached the EC seek-

ing its direction to bar Kejriw-
al from campaigning for the
February 5 Delhi Assembly
polls for his “dangerous state-
meént” with implications for
India’s federal structure.

The delegation requested the
EC to ask Kejriwal to retract
his charge and apologise for
creating “panic” among peo-
ple. They also demanded legal
action against him.

Following the meetings, the

_EC_sought factual evidence

from Kejriwal to substantiate
his allegation, and reminded
him oflegal provisions that can
lead to up to three years’ im-
prisonment for “mischievous”

statements against national in-
tegration and public harmony.

In a letter to Kejriwal, the
EC sought by 8 pm on Wednes-
day the nature and extent of
the chemicals used for “poison-
ing” the Yamuna which could
have killed people in large
numbers, as claimed by the
AAP chief. :

The EC also asked Kejriwal
to share details of his claim
that engineers of Delhi Jal
Board had actually detected
and prevented it on time.

‘Kejriwal alleged on Monday
that the BJP-ruled Haryana is
supplying “poison-mixed” wa-
ter to Delhi with the intention
of killing people so that it could
blame the AAP during the
election.
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