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CEC cautions
against fake
narratives that
erode trust

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar on
Thursday sounded a note
of caution against “fake
narratives” that erode trust
in the electoral process.

Addressing a two-day in-
ternational conference of
Election Management Bo-
dies (EMB), Mr. Kumar said
that such narratives are
timed to strike at the vitals
of the electoral process.

The conference is being
held in the national capital
on January 23-24, ahead of
National Voters Day on Ja-
nuary 25.

Nearly 30 representa-
tives from the EMBs of 13
countries (Bhutan, Geor-
gia, Namibia, Uzbekistan,
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Ka-
zakhstan, Ireland, Mauriti-
us, the Philippines, Russia,
Tunisia, and Nepal) are
participating in - the
conference. :

The CEC also empha-
sised the critical role of
technology and digital in-
novations in enhancing ef-
ficiency, transparency and
voter confidence. He, ho-
wever, cautioned that
while technology offers sig-
nificant opportunities, it
also brings challenges.
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Several bogus voters
registered for SGPC
poll, alleges Akali Dal

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

The Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) on Thursday alleged
that “bogus voters” had
been registered for the Shi-
romani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee
(SGPC) election with sever-
al non-Sikhs given voting
rights.

Demanding extension of
the process for registration
of voters to March 31, be-
sides weeding out all bogus
voters, a delegation of the
SAD met gurdwara elec-
tions chief commissioner
Justice S.S. Saron (retd)
here.

The SGPC is a statutory
body established under

the Sikh Gurdwara Act of
1925, which controls and
manages Sikh gurdwaras in
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh
and Chandigarh. The SGPC
polls are supposed to be
held every five years by the
Gurdwara Election Com-
mission. The previous elec-
tion was held in 2011.

“We informed Justice
Saron that the State go-
vernment had directed
booth-level officers to re-
gister voters en masse from
voter lists due to which
thousands of non-Sikhs
had been given the voting
right for the SGPC elec-
tions,” former SAD presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal,
who was part of the delega-
tion, said.
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A grey birthday for the Election Commission of India

‘ 6 he executive Government is i
instructing or managing things in
such a manner that those people

who do not belong to them
either racially, culturally or linguistically, are
being excluded from being brought on the
electoral rolls. Electoral rolls are a most
fundamental thing in a democracy...
Independence of elections and avoidance of any
interference by the executive should be regarded
15 a fundamental right,” said Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
in June 1949 in the Constituent Assembly while
introducing the Constitutional provision to set up
the Election Commission of India (ECI). All of
India’s founding leaders agreed with this
unanimously. Tomorrow ( January 25) is the 75th
anniversary of the birth of the ECI - also
celebrated as National Voters Day (January 25).
Sadly, India’s founding leaders will feel let-down
by the ECI and not deem it to be a happy 75th
birthday.

The case of Maharashtra

Dr. Ambedkar was prescient in his warnings
about electoral roll manipulation by the
executive. While he was more concerned about
exclusion of voters through identity
discrimination, government interference in
electoral rolls can also be through a process of
mass inclusion of voters to dlt an election - as
seen in the recenty held Maharashira Stare
alections.

The ECI enrolled 2.7 crore voters for the 2024
Maharashtra State election. The Narendra Modi
government’s Ministry of Health report estimated
the entire adult population of Maharashira
(18-plus years), in 2024, as 954 crore. The ECI, by
its own admission, 16 lakh more voters
than the official estimate of the total adult
population. Even if one were to accept that the
government’s estimate is only a projection, and
can vary, it sdll implies that nearly 100% or more
of all the adults in Maharashtra were registered as
voters for the State election. This is very strange
because the ECI neither enrolled nearly all adults
as voters for the Maharashtra Lok Sabha election
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The sanctity of
electoral rolls is
the foundation
of India’s
electoral
democracy: the
Election
Commission of
India has
nothing to
celebrate on the
anniversary of
its founding day

held just six months earlier, nor ever before in
any of the other large States. Then, how were
more people than the entre estimated adult

for the State election?

| Mass enrolment in just months

This is because 43 lakh people were registered as
new voters in just six months between the Lok

| Sabha and the State elections. For context,
! between 2019 to 2024, only 32 lakh new vorers

i were enrolled. In ather words, 50% more people

were enrolled as voters in just six months vis-d-vis
the previous five-vear period. What led to this
sudden, and intriguing, rush by Maharashtrians
to register and vote in the State election alone?

Clues emerge upon careful analysis of the
outcome. The BJP-led Mahayud alliance gained 72
lakh more votes in the State election compared to
the Lok Sabha election. One would logically
presume that this gain by the BJP alliance was
largely due to voters that voted for the
Congress-led Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance in the
Lok Sabha election who then shifted allegiance to
the BJP alliance for the state election. But that is
not the case. Only 24 lakh such voters moved
away from the Congress alliance berween the two
elections. So, where did the BJP alliance get its

ining 48 lakh (72 lakh - 24 lakh) votes from
for the State election?

[t is not even the case that the BJP alliance got
its remaining votes from other partes and
independents, since this group too gained more
votes in the State versus Lok Sabha election. It is
then rational to impute that 48 lakh people who
may not have voted in the Lok Sabha election,
enrolled themselves as new voters for the State
election and voted for the BJP alliance.

Astonishingly, the ECI has confirmed officially
that it enrolled the exact same number, i.e., 48
lakh people, as new voters for the Maharashtra
election. Is this a miraculous coincidence, a case
of divine intervention or executive interference,
as Dr. Ambedkar had warned 75 years ago?

What explains the sudden rush of new voters
in six months for the State election? Are they real

. population of Maharashtra enrolled as voters only

voters? Or are they ghosts? Were their documents
verified when they were enrolled as voters? How
is it that all the new voters enrolled seem to have
voted for just one alliance?

Regardless of one’s political affiliations, to a

| rational mind, it is amply evident that there is

something amiss with the electoral rolls in the

1 Maharashtra election. Perhaps, there are sincere

answers to these questions. If so, is it not logical
to expect the ECI to release all the data in the

| public domain and issue clarifications in a

transparent manner? But the ECI is conspicuously
silent and arrogantly dismissive of these
questions. A counter, which inciudes one by the
Chief Election Commissioner, is that if there was
such a large-scale addition of dubious or ghost
voters, why were the Opposition parties with
their war-rooms, not alert enough to catch this in
tme? This is a duplicitous way to absolve the ECI
using the line of a political party’s organisational
inefficiencies.

Itis unfair and illegal to add vast numbers of
dubious voters o influence an election and its
ourtcome. It is the ECI's construtional
responsibility to run a fair election. This is why
India’s founding leaders entrusted an
independent ECI with the responsibility of
preserving india’s electoral sanctity and not to be

| reliant on political parties.

Use Aadhaar
The Maharashtra incident reveals the importance
of using Aadhaar to ‘unghost’ and de-duplicare

| electoral rolls and use its biometric verification

for voting. Of course, not even a single eligible
citizen should be denied his vote, and an
appropriate backup process can be evolved for
those whose biometric verifications fail. The
sanctity of electoral rolls is of supreme
importance and is the foundation of India’s
electoral democracy. Aadhaar verification of
electoral rolls and voting is the birthday cake that
the ECI must be given to preserve and strengthen
India’s electoral democracy. It is an idea that even
Dr. Ambedkar and other founding leaders may

| approve of.
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Cops launch
chatbots fo

help security
ok gy

CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 23

As the  Delhi |
Assembly polls draw |
nearer, the police |
has introduced two
Al-driven chatbots,
sc‘hunav th['a, and
‘Cyber Sarthi,” to
assist their person- ’
‘nel and paramilitary |
forces with their
election-related
. duties, an officer
said. These bilingual
chatbots, available
in Hindi and
English, ‘will ensure
effective = manage-
ment of the upcom-
ing Delhi Assembly
polls, the officer
-added. A
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FAKE NARRATIVES
TRUST IN ELECTIONS:

FROM PG 1

At the event, the poll
representatives
expressed that fake
narratives damage the
electoral process. It
was agreed that the
future of elections will
be shaped by the
advances and chal-
lenges of technology;
social media, AI, ‘and
cyber security. It was
also agreed that EMBs
need to fortify against
risks from misinforma-

~address,

ERODE,
CEC

tion and cyber security
threats. i

In  his  keynote
CEC Rajiv
Kumar reflected that
2024 was a defining
year as a test for EMBs
for reaffirmation of
democratic values
amidst challenges and
complexities. He
emphasised the critical
role of fechnology and
digital innovations in
enhancing efficiency,
transparency and voter
confidence.
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Poll ofﬁcer_pe postal

voting process in Erode East

ZAKEER HUSSAIN | DC
ERODE, JAN. 23 olE

Mr Sreekanth, the election
officer—cum-commissioner
of Erode municipality, on
Thursday'  visited
polling station for the Erode
East Assembly Constituency
by-election to supervise the
postal voting process for
individuals - aged over 85
and persons with disabili-

- ties, who are unable to vote
in person.

In the constituency, there
are a total of 4,099 individy-
als eligible for postal voting
and of them 2,529 voters are
aged over 85 and 1,570 per-
sons with disabilities, To
facilitate this process, Form
12D has been- provided
before January 1s. Among
these voters, approval has
been granted to 256 individ-
uals—209 over age 85 and 47

persons with disabilities— -

to cast their votes from
home.
Starting Thursday, teams

the’

of election officials wil]
Vvisit residences to verify
voter identity and complete
necessary - documentation
while explaining how to
vote via mail and distribut
ing ' postal ballots. The
postal voting service will
continue on January 24, 25
and 27,

Mr Sreekanth personally
observed Kalaiyappan, 85,
of Veerapanchathiram
Anandavar Street in Erode
East constituency casting
his postal vote. He reviewed
facilities at the polling sta-
tion in  Periyavalasu
Government Higher
Secondary School and
inquired about basic ameni-
ties such as restrooms and-
accessibility features for
persons with disabilities.

He said a vehicle inspec-
tion was conducted by fly-
ing squad members in the
Old Palayam Pannai Nagar
area and reviewed main-
tained records while provid-
ing guidance to officials,
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Postal voting ‘
begins for Erode
East byelection

Erode: The postal voting
for the Erode East assemb-
ly byelection began on
Thursday with 116 out of
256 voters casting their
ballots. The byelection is
scheduled for February 5
and 2,26,433 voters can ex-
arcise their franchise on
theday

An election depart-
ment official said 256 ap-
plications weresubmitted
for postal voting, includ-
ing 209 from senior eiti-
zens and 47 from disabled
people. A team compris-
ing two polling station of-
ficers, a micro-observer,
andapoliceofficer wenito
the voters’ residences
with postal ballot boxes
for polling. The postal vot-
ing will continue for four
days. TN
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Postal voting commences

for Erode (East) bypoll

COIMBATORE: Casting of postal
votes by electorate above 83
years of age and persons with
disabilities at the Erode
(East) by-polls commenced on
Thursday.

Of the 2.26 lakh voters in the
Erode East assembly constifuen-
¢y, 2,529 voiers are above 85
years old, while 1,570 voters are
differently abled.

Among them, a total of 256 per-
sons including 209 elderly voters
and 47 differently abled persons
submitted Form 12 D expressing

their willingness to cast their
postal ballots.

Four teams comprising elec-
tion staff and armed cops visited
their houses to collect postal
votes and the process was video-
graphed in the presence of repre-
sentatives of recognised political
parties,

The teams will collect the
postal ballots on January 24, 25
and 27,

The by-poll necessitated after
the death of EVKS Elangovan
is scheduled to be held on Febru-
ary 5.
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India has 99.1 cr voters, soon to cross 1 billion -

NEW DELHI: The number of
voters in India now stands at
99.1 crore, up from 96.88 crore
when the Lok Sabha elections
were held last yvear, according
to Election Commission (EC)
numbers.

In a statement issued ahead of the
National Voters’ Day, the EC on
Wednesday said electoral rolls
bear a youthful and gender-hal-
anced look with 21.7 crore electors
in the 18-29 age group and a
six-point increase in electoral
gender ratio from 948 in 2024 to
954 in 2025.

The National Voters’ Day is
celebrated on January 25 every
year to mark the foundation day
of the EC, which was established
on that day in 1950, While
announcing the Delhi assembly

Representative image
poll schedule on January 7, Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar had said India
would soon create a new record of
one billion-plus voters.

“Electoral rolls were released
yesterday (January 6). We are

crossing 99 crore voters... We are
going to be a nation of one billion
voters very soon, which will be
another record in voting,” he had
said. “After the declaration of
SSR (special summary revision)
by Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,

. RIGHT AND DUTY

M |n EC's statement released
ahead of Voters' day showed that -
electoral rolls bear a youthful and
gender-balanced look with 21.7
crore electors in 18-29 age group

# Further, a six-point increase in
electoral gender ratio from 948 in
2024 to 954 in 2025 is recorded

B The National Voters’ Day is
celebrated on January 25 to mark
the foundation day of the EC
established on that day in 1950.

Bihar and Punjab, which will be
declaring SSR results today, we
will be crossing 99 crore voters for
the first time,” the CEC had said.
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Fake narratives erode voter’s trust,
hits electoral process Poll body

NEW DELHI: Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
on Thursday sounded a note
of caution against fake
narratives, saying they
erode trust in electoral
processes, and noted that the
misinformation is typically
timed to target the vitals of
poll process.

He was speaking at an interna-
tional conference of election
management bodies organised
by Election Commission here.
Poll organisations from various
nations inciuding Uzbekistan,
Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Indone-
sia and Kazakhstan placed
their concerns on disinforma-
tion, misinformation and fake
narratives on social media af-
fecting electoral integrity
while making their presenta-
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Poll organisaons from other n at lhe
International Conference hosted by ECI in New Delhi

tions on their electoral experi-
ence in 2024,

Highlighting a case of fake
online applications for recruit-
ment of election staff, Rahman
expressed concern over the use
of technology and social media
in intensifying the menace of
misinformation during polls.

A representative of the Elec-

toral Commission of Namibi_a, :

while expressing concern over
the rising trend of fake news,
sought suggestions on tackling
fake news on social media.

In his address, CEC Rajiv Ku-
mar also outlined key trends
shaping the future of elections,
including Al-driven processes, .
online and remote voting, biom-
etric authentication and in-
creased global collaboration.
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