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New Corpn.
Commissioner
takes charge,
replaces bypoll
returning
officer in Erode

The Hindu Bureay
ERODE

H.S. Srikanth assumed of-
fice as the new Commis-
sioner of Erede Corpora-
tion on Wednesday.

Mr. Srikanth is also the
Returning Officer for the
byelection to the Erode
(East) Assembly consti-
tuency, for which polling is
scheduled for February 5.

He had previously
served as the Corporation
Commissioner of Hosur in
Krishnagiri district, and re-
places N. Manish, who was
relieved of his duties as he
had accepted the nomina-
tion of a candidate from
Bengaluru, which violated
the Representation of the
People Act, 1951.

Section 5 () of the Act
states that a contesting
candidate should be an
elector of any Assembly
constituency of the State
concerned. However, the
said candidate, V. Padma-
vathi of the Indian Political
Congress Party, was an
elector in the K.R. Pura As-
sembly constituency . in
Karnataka.

During the allocation of
symbols, three indepen--
dents pointed out that ac-
cepting her nomination
violated the law. After dis-
cussions, a clarification
was sought from the Chief
Electoral Officer of Tamil
Nadu, ‘after which her
nomination was rejected
following a 10-hour-long
impasse. The list of candi-
dates, which initially had
47 names, wasrevised, and
Form 74, listing 46 contest-
ing candidates, was dis-
played at the Corporation
office. Following this, an
order was issued on Tues-
day night to relieve Mr.
Manish of his duties.
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Electoral bonds: plea seeks ¥
review of top court’s order

A petition filed in the Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought a review of its order passed in
August 2024 dismissing pleas for confiscation of
316,518 crore received by political parties under
the 2018 electoral bonds scheme. The top court,
on August 2 last year, rejected a batch of pleas
including the one filed by Khem Singh Bhati, who
filed the review, seeking a court-monitored probe
into the scheme and observed that it could not
order a roving inquiry. The review petition, filed
through advocate Jayesh K. Unnikrishnan and
settled by senior advocate Vijay Hansaria, sought
arecall of the judgment that dismissed a previous
petition seeking confiscation of funds received
under the scheme. en
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EC transfers
Erode East RO

Erode, Jan. 22: The tion Preparations with offi-
Election Commission has ¢ials.
traﬁsfe_rred N. Manish, the Acgorqmg to officials,

missioner of Erode city candidates unti January
municipa] Corporation and 17, as per the EC’s sched-
the new RO for the con-  ule. One of the-candidates,
Stituency, officials said. Padmavath » Who is on the
The order was issued late electoral roll for the
Tuesday. Krishnaraj'apuram
-Mr Srikanth assumed Assembly Constituency in
charge on Wednesday and Karnataka, filed her nomi-
began Coordinating elec- nation.
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SC petition seeks review of plea dismissing confiscation of electoral bond funds

New Delhi: A petition has been filed in Supreme Court seeking review of its Aug 2024 order by which a plea
{0 confiscate 16,518 crores recejved by political parties through the 2018 electoral bonds scheme route was
dismissed. The petition, filed by advocate Khem Singh Bhati, has pleaded the court to re-examine the order.
The court, while rejecting the confiscation plea, had said that the petiticner had an alternative remedy to
approach the appropriate forum governing criminal procedure or under Article 226 of the Constitution. T
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Erode East bypoll
gets new RO

Timzs News Network

Erode: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has
replaced the returning of-
- ficer for tha
| Erode East
& byelection
o for accept-
¥l ing a nomi-
=¥ | nation from
Yl 2 woman
basedinKarnataks.
Thenew returning offi-
cerisH 8§ Srikanth, the
commissioner of Hosur
municipal corporation.
He replaces Manish Shan-
karrao Narnaware, tha
commissioner of  Erode
municipal corporation.

Accordingtoan official
com-

source, Srikanth
Mmenced duties as the re.
turni.ngofﬁceronWednes-
day.

On Monday, Agni Aal-
var, of Pennagaram in
Dharmapuri district, who
has filed nomination to
contest the Erode East by-
poll as an independent
candidate, had lodged a
complaint with Chief
Electoral Officer Archana
Patnailk, raising concerns
about the acceptance of
Karnataka-based V Pad-
mavathi’s nomination for
thebyelection.

The complainant said
the local election officials
had failed to properly
scrutinize Padmavathi’s
nomination. T

While Narnaware re.
jected_Padmavathj’sx_x_omi-
nation on Tuesday; stating
the decision was made in
line with the ECT’s direc-

‘bointed Srikanth

Printing of ballot
papers started

Erode:Ballot paper printing
fortheErode Eastbypoll
beganon Wednesday. After
printing, the papers will be
placedinto electronic
voting machines (EVMs),
which will then be secured
instrongrooms.

Election officials report
that46candidates are vying
forthe Erode East assembly
seat.

Anofficial, who
preferred anonymity,
explainedthat sach polling

hwill be equipped with
three EVMs, as two machine
canonly handle 15
candidates each, while
anotherwill accommodate
16. The ballot paper wili list
all 46 candidates.

Forthebyelectionin the
Erode Eastconstituency,
237 pollingbooths have
heenestablished,

Theofficialnoted that -
EVMs, VVPATs, and backup
machines have been ;
prepared for the bypoll. tny

tives, Archana Patnaik on
Wednesday placed Narna-
ware in waiting based on
the ECI's directive and ap-
as the
new returning officer for
thebyelection.

- A native of Nanjangud
near Mysuru in Karnata.
ka, Srikanth was appoint-
ed the commissioner of
Hosur municipal corpora-
tionon July22 2024
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Parliamentary -

panel seeks EC
inputs on ONOE

N Jearly 40 queries raised
. % by MPs in the joint par-
liamentarypanelexamining
two bills proposing simulta-
neous LS and state polls, fol-
lowed by local body elections
have been forwarded to EC
for inputs. Some of the ques-
tionsare: CanIndiarsturnto
ballot paper? What'sthe cost-
benefitof ONOE? P14

Govt forwards JPC queries to*
EC for inputs on cost, logistics
& impact of simultaneous polls

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Can the country return
toelections with ballot paper? What's
the cost-benefit of ona nation, one

W election (ONOQE)?
How many phases
will be required to
hold nationwide si-
o multaneous elec-
| tionsand what will
be the effect of
; model code of con-
duct imposed for such polls on the
economy, foreign diract investment
and development? How does the ex-
penditure on polls get reduced with
ONOE, Darticularly if 10 states wero
to havemid-term polls?

These are among the nearly 40

queriesra.isedbyMPsmthejointpar—
Hamentary committes studying the
Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024 and the Union Territories Laws
{Amendment) Bill, 2024, proposing
simultaneous the Lok Sabha and
State assembly elections, followed by
local bedy polls in the next 100 days.
The guestions have now been for-
warded by the law ministry to the
Election Commission for inputs,
sourcestold TOIon Wednesday.

A senior EC official told TOI that
the poll panel will submit its re-
sponse “indus time”, Inany case, the
official added, EC has fielded most of

these gueries in its earlier inpuis to
thelaw ministryand the ONOE panel
led by former President Ram Nath
Kovind. The poll panel had, during
its consultations earlier with the Ko-
vind panel, given a detailed estimate
of the EVMs/VVPATs, manpower,
polling stations and budget required
tohold simultaneous elections, while
insistingon suitablelead timetohold
simultaneous poils. “We will see
what more is to be shared,” said the
official.

Amongthenon-finanecs guestions
conveyed to the EC are how the mu-
nicipal and Danchayat polls will he
tied with parliamentary and assemb-
Iy polls. A commission official how-
ever said holding local body polls is
notitsmandate,

Another query relates to whether
using two EVMs in a polling station
will pose a problem and what if the
EVM for the Lok Sabha poil and the
assembly poll record differant voting
figures; an EC official said this is the
normal practice when stateassembly
pollsare held along with generalelec-
tiontotheLok Sabha.

Yet another interesting query
thatthelaw minisiry has conveyed to
the EC is as o why the ONOE Bill
does not include an amendment to
give model code of conduct legal
sanctity, as recommended earlier by
the National Commission on Work-
ingof the Constitution,
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HC dismisses EPS
plea on poll affidavit

Times News NETwoRk

Chennai: Madras high court
on Thursday dismissed a plea
moved by Tamil Nadu opposi-
tion leader Edappadi K Pala-
niswami challenging a 2023
order whichdirected policeto
probe the allegation that he
had provided incorrect infor-
mation about his wealth and
education in the affidavit fi-
led for the 2021 assembly elec-
tion.

Justice P Velmurugan
passed the order while rejec-
ting a criminal revision peti-

tion moved by EPS. The court
directed him to cooperate
with the investigation and
bringthecasetoalogical con-
clusion.

The issue pertains fo a
complaint made by P Milany,
accusing EPS of suppressing
informationregardinghisas-
setsand education in the elec-

tionaffidavit.

Challenging the order of
the judicial magistrate, EPS
coniended the complainant
had no locus standi to file the
complaint as she belonged to
Theni constituency.



AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A division bench of Su-
preme Court on Wednesday delivered a
gplit verdict on an interim bail plea of
Delhi riots case accused Mohd Tahir
Hssain who sought to come out of jail
aign for the upcoming Delhi as-
polls in which he filed his nomi-

1ebench of Justices Pankaj Mithal
hsanuddin Amanullah differed in
their opinion on whether Hussain be al-
lowed to come out on bail for campaign-
ing. Justice Mithal said that mﬂo&ﬁm

%mw aS:E. relief msn : s.cEm
floodgate of litigation as elec-
@ held round the year in the

Differing with him, Justice
lah said that the accused is cut

and :v given a chance (o connect to peo-
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' SC delivers split judgment on interim bail plea
of Tahir Esmmm_: to campaign for Delhi election

As the bench of Justices Pankaj Mithal and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah differed in their
opinion on whether Hussain be allowed to
come out on bail for campaigning, they
referred the case to the Chief Justice to take
a call whether it be heard by a larger bench
or a third judge

pleto seek their supportand pointed out
that he had an unblemished record be-
fore the cases werelodged against him.
As the judges differed in their opin-
ion, the bench referred the case to the
Chief Justice to tale a call whether it be
heard by a larger bench or a third judge.
During the hearing of the case, se-
nior advocate Siddharth Agrawal, ap-
pearing for I{ussain, relied on apex
court’s verdict in Arvind Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia case to impress upon
the court to grant bail for 15 days on the
ground of long incarceration of five

years with no hope of trial getting com-
pleted in near future. But additional so-
licitor general 8 V Raju, appearing for
Delhi police, told the court Hussain’s
case could not be compared with Kejri-
wal’s as he wasa chief minister:
Rejecting his bail plea, Justice Mith-
alsaid that if he was allowed to come out
then he would hold meetings and would
meet people in the same locality where
the incident happened and he might in-
fluence the witnesses. Noting that the
petitioner is facing prosecution in 11
cases, the judge pointed out that he

F 4

woulld not immediately come out of jail
evenif bailisgranted inthepresent.case
as he had not been granted bail in two
other cases.

“If interim bail is allowed for con-
testingelections, it willopenaPandora’s
Box. Since elections in the country are.
all year round, every prisoner will come
out with a plea that he wants to partici-
pate in the elections and therefore he
wants interim bail. This will open flood-
gates of litigation and this cannot be
permitted,” Justice Mithal said.

Justice Amanullah, however, grant-
ed him bail till Feb 4 for campaigning,
noting that he had been in custody for al-
most five years and magnitude of of-
fenceisnot the only criteriafor deciding :
bail cases. He also noted that Hussain |
had an unblemished record when he |
was as councillor and his conduct prior
to registration of FIR was unques- i
tioned. Healsofound fault with Delhipo- m
lice for delay in trial and said that it ;
would observe so in its order: :
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Erode East poll
officer out,
new RO in

COiMBATDnE Following the

controversy over accepting

the nomination of a candidate

from Bengaluru, the Return-

ing Officer for the Erode

(East) assembly constituency
was relieved of his duty

N Manish was replaced by HS Sri-
kanth, the Corporation Commis-
sioner of Hosur in Krishnagiri
“district. He assumed charce as the
new Commis- e oo cn

' sioner of Erode & 0
Corporation on
Wednesday and
is also the Re-
turning Officer = - o
B bg,}’;}flih HS Srikanth
was put on the Waltmg list as he
had accepted the nomination of
IV Padmavathi, an Independent
candidate from Karnataka, who
does not have voting rights in Ta-
mil Nadu. The issue was flagged
by three Independents, as accept- .
ing her nomination was in viola-
tion of the Represeniation of the
People Act, 1951.

After the rejection of her nomi-
nation, the final list was revised
from 47 to 46. The bypolls for the
constituency are scheduled to be
held on 5 February.
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