THE HiN DU-ENG.L1Q H

Dol 22 01. 202s

SC asks if poll ban on
persons causes harm

Krishnadas Rajagopal reliefs in law if elected per-
NEW DELHI sons were later found guil-
ty of serious crimes.
The Supreme Court on Petitioner-advocate Ash-
Tuesday asked whether a wini Kumar Upadh;{ay sub-
ban on persons charged mitted that the right to
with heinous offences such campaign and contest
as murder and rape from  were not fundamental
contesting elections will rights.
lead to irreversible damage Justice Kant asked how
if they are later found inno-  many honest people come
cent after trial. forward to contest, stress-
A Bench of Justices Su-  ing national introspection.
rya Kant and N. Kotiswar The petition will be
Singh said there were also heard on January 27.
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U’khand cabinet nod on UCC manual doesn't

Manash.Gohain

violate poll code: Dhami refutes Cong charge

@timesoﬂndia.com

New Delhi: Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhamihasre-
jected Congress’s criticism

that the state cabinet’s deci- -

sion Monday toapproverules
for implementation of Uni-
form Civil Code was violative
of the model code of conduct
currently in force because of
local body polls and said he
-would soon come out with the
date of implementation.
“yUCCforUttarakhand has
been a work in progress since
wepromised it inourmanifes-
to in 2022. Our commitment is
absolute. OQur first task was to
draft it. It has since received
the President’s assent. We are
in the final stages of training

Congress' opposition of UCC was
motivated by vote-bank politics,

Utttarakhand CM Dhami said

our employees and will soon
announce the implementa-
tiondate,” Dhami told TOI.
Congress has com-
plained to EC about the state
cabinet’s decision. The con-
frontation can only sharpen
the fight between Congress

and BJP in local body polls.
Dhami has plunged himself
headlong into the battle in
what appears tobeagambit.
BJPcirclesseeitasawell-
calculated one and reflective
of the CM’s confidence that
hisimageas a“doer” and his
accessibility will work to the

party’s advantage. BJP had

won all five Lok Sabha seats
in June 2024. While the third
consecutive sweep of LS
polls is unanimously attri-
buted to PM Modi’'senduring
popularity in the hills, many

in the party feel Dhami’s toil -

was an important factor in
the win in the bypoll for the
Kedarnath seat.

It was a tough contest and
a defeat, coming after the par-
ty’s loss of Faizabad LS seat

under which Ayodhya comes,
would have compounded the
embarrassment. It would
have been a personal setback
also for the CM.

On whether approval of
rules during the campaign
was meant to insert UCC as
an issue in elections, Dhami
said, “It has been an issue
since we put it on the mani-
festo, resulting in Uttarak-
handbecomingthefirststate
after Goatohavea UCC.”

He said Congress’s 0ppo-
sition was motivated by vote
bank considerations. “Oppo-
sition has worked to disrupt
the state’s demographic bal-
ance. Our double-engine
govtiscommitted topreserv-
ing Devbhoomi’s rich cul-
tureand traditions,” hesaid.
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‘Parties must have code of concuct for WPs & MLAS’

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 21

As the Budget Session of
Parliament, commencing
next week, is expected to be
stormy, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Tuesday said
that the tradition of barri-
erfree, orderly discussion
and smooth communica-
tion should be maintained
in legislatures. The Speaker

also urged political parties
to devise a code of conduct
for their legislators to
uphold the dignity of their
respective Houses. -

Mr Birla emphasised that
it should be the endeavour
of all presiding officers to
ensure no disruptions occur
in the Houses despite agree-
ments and disagreements.
"Our houses should per-

form their functions in a

DT NVeCT

better environment, serving
the wider public interest,
enabling us to coniribute
more effectively to public
service and good gover-
nance by fulfilling our con-
stitutional responsibilities
through our houses," he
said while addressing the
valedictory session of the
85th All India Presiding
Officers Conference in
Patna. - ?
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Erode bypoll: ~
iCtaka woman’s
papers rejected

independents, the poll °
authorities rejected the

- nomination of a woman

candidate from Bengaluru to
contest Erode East bypoll, as

she was not a registered
voter in Tamil Nadu.

The number of contestants in
the fray has been revised to 46
from 47, after this decision.
Highlighting that V Padma-
vathi was not a registered
voter in the State, three
independents K Padmarajan,
A Noor Muhammed, and Agni
Aalvar raised an issue,
leading to the decision of the
Returning Officer.

The issue came up after
Returning Officer and
Corporation Commissioner N
Manish declared the final list
of candidates contesting the
bypoll following the serutiny
process and withdrawal of
nominations. Eventually, the
Election Commission (EC)
rejected her nomination and
the final revised list was 5
released around 1.30am.

Meanwhile, in a sudden turn
of events expelled ATADME
leader B Senthil Murugan
Jjoined DMK in the presence of
Minister for Housing and
Urban Development S
Muthusamy, on Tuesday.

The next day after
withdrawing nominations for
the Erode East bypoll, the
ATADMK former functionary
jumped the ship.
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Paisa For Your Vote

Delhi elections show politics of free
cash is out of control now

t’s promising to rain cash in Delhi. BJP yesterday offered a
Ione-time 715k payoutfor civilservices’ aspirants and fee &travel
expenses reimbursed for two attempts. A AP’spledged topickup
autowallah wards’ tuition tab for entrance exams, and 71l for a
daughter’s wedding. AAP, BJP and Congress’s pledges include
monthly dole - to women (AAP: 2.1k, BJP & Congress both 22.5k),
totemple priests and gurdwara granthis (AAP:T18k), to SCstudents
at vocational institutes (BJP: T1k), to elderly (BJP: 2.5k for ages
60-70 & 73k for 70+). BJP has offered 21k to pregnant women.
_Congress promises 8.5k stipend to jobless youth for a year, along
with apprenticeships. Of course, the devilis always intheeligibility -
; criteria that erop up post polls. But that’s
notthepoint.

Political partiesare shiftingtoan electoral
model that prioritises private benefit over
delivering public good. This has grievous
“implications — both for democratic fenets
and the economy. For one, we're seeing the
flip side of successful direct cash transfer
tech that has permanently altered how the
state interacts with citizens. It's boiling
down to a quid pro quo between political

- e * parties and citizens — govt a via media,
elected representatives dipping intostate coffersand cutting back
on fundamentals, for where is the incentive to do otherwise, given
electoral politics has morphed intoan end inand of itself.

Second, where will the funds for this largesse come from? Atthe
expense of govt programmes, as Gadkari said would be the case in
Maharashtra — subsidies may suffer to service women's handout.
Delhi’s rich. Per capita income is ¥4.62L.1ts budget was 76k cr this
fiscal. Yet, midday meal cooks arepaid apaltry Tikamonth, wayless
than minimum wages. Instead of establishing fair wages for key
service delivery, politicians want ‘women’ fo queue up for 32k+.
Govt’s turning into a charity for the masses in the garb of welfare.
The country simply can’t afford it. Elections in Bihar are next.
Imagine the havoc such a cash circus might wreak.
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