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65 nominations =~
filed for Erode
East byelection

ERODE

Atotal of 65 nominations have
been filed for the Erode (East)
byelection, scheduled for
February 5. on Friday, the last
day, 55 nominations were
received. » PAGE §

65 nominations filed for
Erode East byelection
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Entering the fray: pyk candidate V.C. Chand irakumar filing his
nomination with Returning Officer N, Manish on Friday, u, GOVARTHAN

The Hindu Bureay counting of votes will pe
ERODE held on February 8.
Meanwhile, actor Vijay’s
A total of 65 nominations Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
have been fileg for the on  Friday an-

Erode (East) byelection,
scheduled for February 5.

On Friday, the last date
for filing nominations, 55
nominations  were re-
ceived, including those of

K candidate V.G
Chandhirakumar and
Naam Tamilar Katchi can-
didate M.K.
Seethalakshmj,

Scrutiny of the nomina-
tions will be carried out on
January 18, and the last
date for withdrawing can-
didature Is January 20, The

Nounced that it would
neither contest the byelec-
tion nor support  any
candidate.

Inastatement, TVK gen-
eral secretary N, Anand
said, “While announcing
his politica] plunge in Fe-
bruary 2024, our party
president [Mr. Vijay] made
it clear that our objective
Was to contest and win the
2026 Assembly election,
and not any other election
inthe Meantime, including
the local body election »
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Erode East sees flood of *

nominations on final day

G BABU JAYAKUMAR &
D SEKAR | DC
CHENNAL, JAN 17

The by-election to the

Erode East Assembly con-
stituency saw a flurry of
nominations on the last
day when the key contes-
tant, former MLA and
DMK candidate V C
Chandrakumar, and the
lone rival representing a
“registered party, M K
Seethalakshmi of the

Naam Tamilar Katchi

(NTK), filed their papers
without much ado on
Friday, along with 54 inde-
pendents.
Seethalakshmi, in fact,

‘walked alone holding her

party flag aloft, to the
Erode City Municipal
Office to file her papers
since the NTK's request
for a procession  was
rejected by the authori-
ties, she told the media
after submitting her nomi-
nation. Her party’s chief
toordinator Seeman

would launch his cam-
paign once the scrutiny of
nominations was over, she
said.

By the end of the day, a
total of 66 nominations
had been filed for the
February 5 by-election
caused by the demise of
the sitting MLA of the
Congress party, E VK §
Elangovan, on December
14. Though it was
Elangovan’s son
Thirumagan Evera who
had won the seat on a
Congress ticket in the gen-
eral election in 2021, the
alliance leader DMK was

handed over the seat for °

contesting now by the
Congress.

When = Chandrakumar
visited the Municipal
Corporation office for fil-
ing his nomination,
Elangovan’s other son
Sanjay Sampaty also
accompanied i

him.
Chandrakumar, whose

entourage was also small,”

comprising four or five

* Already,

persons due to the restric-
tions, told the media he
would seek votes by high-
lighting the achievements"
of the DMK government,
particularly the welfare
schemes.

He said he had already
visited nine of the total 33
wards in Erode East and
that he would continue the
good work started by
Thirumagan Evera and
Elangovan. -

Joining the bandwagon
of election boycotters, the
Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam .
(TVK) made its stand clear
through a statement
issued by the party gener-
al secretary N Anand.
the AIADMK,
BJP and DMDK had said
that they were not fielding
candidates as they feared
the DMK to run
roughshod over them by
misusing its powers.

While the DMK that
identified the candidate
for the by-election first
had already ®p7

Erode East sees ﬂood\‘
of nominations on
final day

FROM PG1

started the campaign, a state-
ment issued by the State
Minister for Adi Dravidar
Welfare M Mathiventhan made
waves even in the electoral
waters.. Providing data, he
explained how the educational
and employment opportuni-
" ties of the people of the
Arunthadiyar community had
gone up manifold after M
Karunanidhi brought in the
exclusive reservation for the
community. Retracing the his-
tory of social justice in the
State and its link with the
Dravidian movement.
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DMK, NTK
candidates file
nominations in

Erode East

Erode: DMK candidate V C
Chandrakumar and NTK can-
didate M K Sesthalakshmj fil-
ed their nomination papers to
contest in Erode East assemb-
Iy bypoll on Friday, thelast day
tofilenominations.

Inall, 55 nominations were
received on Friday, taking the
total nominations to 85, Elec-
tion officers said the nomina-
tion filing began with only
three independents filing
nominations on the first day.
Most candidates chose the last
day to submit nominations,

Erode Corporation com-
missionerandelection return-
ingofficer N Manishsaidseru-
tiny of nominations would be
done on Saturday and candi-
dates would beallowed to with-
drawnominations till Jan 20.

Earlier, Seethalakshmi at-
tempted to march from Sao-
rampatti four road junction to
the city corporation along
with cadre to file her nomina-
tion. However, police refused
to allow this as the party did
not obtain prior permission.
Subsequently Seethalakshmi
wa]keda.lone,holdingﬁeNfI‘K
flag, to the corporation office
and filed the nomination pa-
DErs. TNN



Erode East: DMK
47 others file
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HC junks Janta Party plea *

against ECI symbol orgey

NEW DELHI: The Daifi High Court on
Friday dismissed the Janta Party’s
petition challenging the election
commission’s order for reserving an
elegtion symbol only for recognised
registered politica parties. A bench

said the issue raised by the petitioner
was conclusively decided by the y
Supreme Court and the high court in
other cases, The bench said
according to the decisions, poiitical
parties could not consider symbols
their “exclysiye” Property and it was
clear the symbol could be lost by a

party on account of their
Derformance.” bench said.

“dismal

, NTK candidates,
papers on last day

Ruling party highlights welfare schemes; Seeman’s nominee talks of development issues

COIMBATORE: On the last of filing
nominations for the Erode East
bypoll, DMK candidate

VC Chandhirakumar and NTK’s
MK Seethalakshmi filed their
papers to contest the seat.

DMK and Congress cadres took a
big procession to take DMK candi-
date Chandhirakumar to file his
Dbapers. Talking to reporters later,
he said he would continue imple-
menting the welfare measures

taken up by EVKS Elangovan and
Thirumahan :

Everaa, the Con-
gress MLAs who had died while in
office, necessitating the bypoll,
The DMK leader assured of ex-
tending all welfare schemes im-

plemented under the Dravidian

model government to the people
of the Erode East constituency.

NTK candidate Seethalakshmi
assured to address the jssye of
Waste management, improve the
livelihood of farmers and weav-
ers, and develop infrastructure in
the constituency. -

On the whole, 58 candidates
filed nominations to contest the
Erode East bypoll, including 49
who furned up on Friday. On Fri-
day, the last day to file nomina-
tions, 50 persons, including sever-
al independents, filed their papers
to the Returning Officer (RO) and
Corporation Commissioner N
Manish at.the Corporation office,

The nominations will be Scruti-
nised on January 18, and the last
date for withdrawing candidature
is January 20,

DMK candidate Ve
Despite bejng minnows, several

independent candidates stole the °

show by turning up in different av-
atars to file documents for i

the bypoll. ATl india Federation of
Anti-Corruption president Agni
Aalvar ecame wearing a garland of
currency notes and filed his nomj-
nations with a deposit amount to
the denomination of Rs 10, Rs 5, Rs
2. and Re 1 coins. Another inde-
pendent P Chellapandian, presi.
dent of Tamil Nady ‘Madhukudip-

s

por \{izbipunarvu Sangam’

disguised as a widow to hi
the ill-effects of liquor eonsumption

came
ight

bition in the State.

i isamy from the Tiry-
varur distriet, came wearing a
skull cap typical of Muslims,
rudraksha representing Hindus
and holding the holy cross fo repre-
sent Christians in an attempt fo
signify communal harmony.

@' 1 will carry on with the good work of the
* Congress MLAs in extending welfare schemes of
the Dravidian model jovernment

= VC Chandhirakumar, DMK candidate
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No bypoll, our
aim is 2026,
says Vijay

CHENNAI: TVK has officially
announced that it is he

the Erode East bypoll sched-
uled on February 5.

In a statement, TVK general
secretary N Anand said that the
party president Vijay had set 2026
Assembly polls as the party’s top
goal, leaving out smaller ones,

“Vijay had made this assertion
in his maiden statement after
launching the party on February
2,2024,” Anand recallled. In line
with this strategy, TVK would
refrain from participating in any
elections, including local body
polls, until the 2025 Assembly
elections, Anand said.

The party general secretary
also pointed out the chequered
history of bypolls in the State,
where ruling sovernments have
{raditionally emerged victorious,
He contended that this trend has
undermined the democratic
fabric of the State,

He asserted that their party’s
decision to boycott the Erode
East byelection is a principled
stance aimed at upholding the
tenets of democracy.

“We will not support any
party in the upcoming bypoll,”
Apand said.
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